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SPECIAL TO THE PRESS

“When men yield up the privilege of thinking the last shadow of liberty quits the horizon. ” ~ Thomas Paine

Friendship Lodge #83 in Centreville had an open installation of officers. 
Pictured from left to right: Mike Taylor, Jim Oakley, Mike Oakley, Hubert Os-
borne, Jarrod Sanders, Tim Tucker, Mark Greathouse, Elliot Murphy, Allen 
Cristwell, Luther Johnson, and Jacob Tucker.

Mt. Carmel Baptist Church hosted a women’s retreat featuring Brenda Ladun on 
September 10, 2022. Pictured from left to right: Judy Terry, Brenda Ladun, Georgia 
Magouirk, Kim Pratt, and Sandra Yeager. 

WOODSTOCK, Ala., September 12, 2022 —Mayor Jeff Dodson announced today 
that groundbreaking for the new Winn Dixie shopping center will happen in approx-
imately 60 days. “This begins the next chapter for the property at the intersection 
of Highway 5 and 11, and the Town of Woodstock. We are thrilled to see the growth 
and jobs the project will bring,” the Mayor said. “The population in Woodstock grew 
6.9% from July of 2020 to July of 2021,” noted building inspector Larry West. “The 
town is ready for the next phase of expansion.” Developers anticipate an 18-month 
start to finish timeline.

Classes begin tomorrow 
for Shelton State Com-
munity College’s (SSCC) 
newest practical nursing 
(PN) students.  Students 
will attend classes at the 
Bibb Medical Center 
(BMC) in Centreville.  The 
PN program is a partner-
ship between SSCC and 
BMC to prepare nurses and 
strengthen the workforce in 
West Alabama. 

A new student orienta-
tion was held on Tuesday, 
August 23 at BMC’s new-
ly renovated clinical space.  
The cohort will receive fi-
nancial assistance to cover 
tuition, fees, books, and 
other expenses.  Students 
who successfully complete 
the PN program will re-
ceive jobs offers after grad-

uation and must commit to 
working for two (2) years 
as practical nurses at BMC. 

Admitted student Kel-
sea Hogeland says the PN 
program is helping her 
fulfill a lifelong dream.  “I 
have always wanted to be a 
nurse.  As a mother to two 
little ones, I hope to one 
day be a pediatric nurse to 
help other children.”

Providing local train-
ing and local employment 
to rural residents is one 
way SSCC is committed to 
helping the workforce. 

“This partnership allows 
us to provide educational 
and training opportunities 
where our students live and 
work,” said Dr. Chris Cox, 
SSCC’s President.  “Ulti-
mately, we are committed 
to helping provide a sus-
tainable workforce here in 

Alabama in careers that are 
in high demand.” 

SSCC and BMC em-
ployees were on hand at the 
orientation to answer ques-
tions about the partnership 
and help admitted students 
with registration.  BMC’s 
new clinical space includes 
high-fidelity simulators, 
hospital beds, and a head-
wall system designed to 
mimic the hospital setting. 

“The need for nurses 
is greater than it has ever 
been,” said Joseph March-
ant, BMC’s Chief Execu-
tive Officer.  “We are ex-
cited to see these students 
learning in the classroom 
and in the clinical setting 
on BMC’s campus.”

For more informa-
tion about the program, 
email nursing@shelton-
state.edu. 

Classes begin this week for 
SSCC’s newest Nursing Cohort

The Bibb County Education Retiree’s Association held their Septem-
ber meeting at the Brent/Centreville Library. Legislative and PEEHIP up-
dates from district meeting were discussed as well as programs and ser-
vice projects for the year. The Alabama ERA presented the Bibb County 
chapter with a facsimile check for $63,273.18 which represented the hourly 
rate the club members give back to Bibb County in volunteer hours. Club 
members brought school supplies for foster care students to be distribut-
ed by Bibb County DHR.  Seated: JoAnn Tate, JoAnn Medders, Mary Beth 
Sansing, Donna Cook and Suzanne Jones. Standing: Janis Conway, Judy 
Elliott, Vickie Brown, Kay Lightsey, Sarah Lunsford and Fran Kornegay. 

The 6th Annual Wildflower Walk and Wellness Fair was a success! On 
Saturday, September 10th the second phase of the Woodstock Memorial 
Garden and Fountain was opened and dedicated with the help of Senator 
April Weaver. 


