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Where in the World Is Jr. Shelton?

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

 STERLINGTON — Matt Talbert 
moved to Sterlington, Louisiana, 
15 miles northeast of Monroe, in 
2005. He and his wife loved the 
small town Christian atmosphere 
where everyone knew each other 
and where schools were outstand-
ing.  It was perfect for their son and 
daughter.  Matt became general 
manager of a family-owned chain 
of quick oil change stores and car 
washes.
 In 2018, Matt Talbert became 
concerned about the government 
in his town.  He knew something 
wasn’t right, and he wanted to fix 
it.  He ran for and was elected to 

 CENTRAL — The Central High 
School Class of 2021 walked 
across the stage at the River Cen-
ter in downtown Baton Rouge 
Tuesday night.  Altogether 350 
Central High seniors earned their 
diplomas or will have done so my 
the end of summer school.  They 
join roughly 121 other Central 
residents who are graduating from 
Central Private, St. Joseph’s, Cath-
olic, Parkview, St. Michael’s, Car-
ney Academy, or homeschooling.  
Central High principal Brandon 
LaGroue said this was the largest 
graduating class since creation of 
the Central school system in 2007. CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 2021 celebrated their graduation Tuesday at the River Center in Baton Rouge.

Central High Has Largest Graduating Class in History

Central Residents
Earned Diplomas
From Six Schools,
Home Schooling
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See MAYOR on Page 6

Central’s Former Mayor Has Been Busy Saving a Town

 Under Louisiana law, when 
a municipality is unable to pay 
its bills and is nearing bank-
ruptcy, the Legislative Auditor 
may appoint a Fiscal Ad-
ministrator with almost total 
control over the municipality, 
superseding the authority of 
the Mayor and City Council. In 
effect, his decisions have the 
effect of law.  His responsibil-
ity is to put the municipality 
on a firm financial footing. 
 In early 2019, the Town of 
Sterlington (pop. under 2,000) 
had $21 million in debt, a 
crumbling sewer system, and 
could not pay its employees 
or its bills. 
 The Legislative Auditor ap-
pointed former Central Mayor 
Jr. Shelton as Fiscal Adminis-
trator of Sterlington.  Now his 
work is nearly done.

Attorney General Backs Rev. Tony Spell
 BATON ROUGE — For the past 
year, Rev. Tony Spell and the con-
gregation at Life Tabernacle have 
been fought by Gov. John Bel 
Edwards and Mayor-President 
Sharon Weston Broome. In fact, 
the governor had him arrested for 
holding church in violation of the 

governor’s decrees.  However, the 
pastor has a new and powerful ally 
— Louisiana Attorney General Jeff 
Landry.
 The attorney general has weighed 
in for Rev. Spell in the criminal 
case against him. Potentially, the 
Central pastor could face 18 years 

in prison for holding church. How-
ever, the Attorney General made it 
clear his office believes the pastor 
is being prosecuted unjustly and 
in violation of the First Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitution 
and the Louisiana Constitution.
 Landry filed an amicus brief 

with Louisiana’s 1st Circuit Court 
of Appeal, asking that the court 
quash the criminal charges against 
Rev. Spell.  Here is the brief field 
by the Attorney General: 
Friend of the Court Brief of 
Attorney General Jeff Landry

See ATTORNEY on Page 4

Former Central Mayor Jr. Shelton
has been very busy.

Administering a Town 
With $21 Million in Debt,
Junior Worked a Miracle

the Sterlington Board of Alder-
men.  Four of five members of the 
board were new and had no experi-
ence.
 Just 41 days after taking office, 
Matt Talbert and other members of 
the Board of Alderman received 
shocking news.  Sterlington was 
nearly bankrupt and was being tak-
en over by the State of Louisiana.
 The town, with a population un-
der 2,000, had a debt of $21 mil-
lion, thanks to a massive bond is-
sue, and it could not service that 
debt or even pay day-to-day ex-
penses.
 “It was an unbelievable situa-
tion,” Alderman Talbert said, “We 
couldn’t pay the first bill!”

HHH
 In accordance with Louisiana 
law, Legislative Auditor Daryl 

Central Community 
School Board 

Raises Property Tax
By $750,000

Without Vote of People
See Story on Page 38

Central High Class of 2021


