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Saves $40 Million
In Comparison to
New Construction

 CENTRAL - The Central Commun-
ity School Board is considering 

Central High Football Had Banner 8-3 Season

ISAIAH RANKINS rolls for a TD in Central’s 34-30 first round playoff loss to East St. John. He gained 1,300 yards for the year.

 CENTRAL — The 2019 Central 
High football season is now his-
tory, and for Coach Sid Edwards it 
is filled with fond memories. The 
Wildcats had a good year, finishing 
8-3 but there’s more to it than that.
 “This is the finest group of se-
niors I’ve ever had,” Coach Sid 
said. “Before the season started, 
this team was disrespected. They 
were predicted to go 3-7 and finish 
sixth in a six-team district.  What 
led them to success was high char-
acter and consistently playing over 
their heads.”
 “We often lined up against teams 
with more talent, but that usually 
didn’t matter,” he said. He pointed 
to senior Isaiah Rankins to prove 
his point. “Here’s a young man 
who’s 5-7 and weighs 155. Yet, he 
ran for 1,300 yards!”
 Coach Sid noted that eight Wild-
cats were named to first team All-
District and seven to second team 
All-District, filling 15 of the 22 
slots. Two of their losses were by 
a total of six points. It is a team to 
remember, the veteran coach said.
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whether to pro-
pose renewing 
the school sys-
tem’s 23.65-mill 
property tax in 
order to pay for 
a complete reno-
vation and mod-
ernization of Cen-
tral High School, 
improvements to 
Wildcat Stadium 
and replacement 
of temporary 
buildings at Tan-
glewood and Bellingrath Hills el-
ementary schools.
 The plan, which could be consid-
ered by the school board at its Jan. 
9 meeting, would pay for $22 mil-
lion in improvements. It is a modest 
alternative to building a new high 
school at a cost of $60 to $70 mil-
lion.  Early on, the board consid-
ered building a new high school at 
the old Greenwell Springs hospital.
 Supt. Jason Fountain said the im-

Dr. Jason Fountain
Central Schools

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor

Rebuild Central High

See SCHOOL on Page 2

 CENTRAL — The latest assess-
ment by the Louisiana Depart-
ment of Education has once 
again given the Central Com-
munity School System an A 
rating. A total of nine of the 69 
school districts across Louisi-
ana were rated A.
 Supt. Jason Fountain was 
scheduled to unveil the numbers 
to the public today.
 Central High School and 
Central Middle School also re-
ceived A ratings, while Central 
Intermediate received a B rating.
 Central’s score was 90.4, up 
from 89.6 last year.
 The A rating for the system 
remains a source of pride for the 
Central community. However, 
the meaning of the letter grades 
is more and more difficult to 
ascertain. Student performance 
on LEAP tests is only one com-
ponent of the letter grades. The 
score is pumped up by a sys-
tem’s rate of improvement. As 
a result, some lower performing 
school systems were rated high-
er than Central and vice versa.

Central Schools
Get ‘A’ Rating in
Assessment by
Education Dept.

Ph
oto

 by
 W

oo
dy

 Je
nk

ins

SANTA CLAUS brought joy to thousands of Central area children during this year’s an-
nual Central Christmas Parade sponsored by the City of Central Chamber of Commerce.


