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 BATON ROUGE — Construction is 
on schedule for the $24 million ren-
ovation of Istrouma High School. 
The school is scheduled to reopen 
on August 9, which coincides with 
its 100th anniversary.
 Once the largest and one of the 
most successful high schools in 
Louisiana, Istrouma suffered from 
neglect. It was declared a failing 
school and was taken over by the 
State of Louisiana in 2012. How-
ever, despite efforts by the state, 
enrollment declined and there were 
not enough students to support its 
operation. It closed in May 2014.
 East Baton Rouge Parish Supt. 
Warren Drake negotiated the re-
turn of Istrouma High to the parish 
school system and found funds for 
the renovation program. Istrouma 
will include three schools on one 
campus — a traditional academic 
high school for North Baton Rouge 
(bounded by Choctaw, Scenic, and 
Airline), a parishwide advanced 
technology institute, and a parish-
wide middle magnet school.
 Drake said the new facility will 
be state-of-the-art and have the po-
tential to be a great school for gen-
erations to come.

Istrouma to Reopen Aug. 9
100th Anniversary of Historic North Baton Rouge School

ISTROUMA SUPPORTERS  — Among those working hard to reopen Istrouma High School on Winbourne Avenue are (left to right) James Smith, principal at Brookstown Middle 
Magnet School, Istrouma alumnus Eric Brown, East Baton Rouge Parish Schools Supt. Warren Drake, Coach Carnell Washington, and Hank Henagan.

$24 Million Project
To Renovate School
On Schedule for
Opening Fall 2017

Alumni Playing Key Role in New Istrouma
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 BATON ROUGE — In order to assist 
Supt. Warren Drake and the East 
Baton Rouge Parish School Board 
in preparations for the reopening 

of Istrouma High School this fall, 
the superintendent appointed the 
12-member Istrouma Advisory 
Committee, which has met regu-

larly for the past year and made 
recommendations on every aspect 
of the reopening.  Led by Dr. Jackie 
Mims, the committee has been in-

volved in facility planning, curricu-
lum, inances, and personnel. Made 
up of Istrouma alumni, the com-
mittee has found wide agreement.

NEW ISTROUMA HIGH SCHOOL  — An artist’s rendering of what new Istrouma High School will look like when it opens.

Brown: Widen Airline Hwy. to 6 Lanes
 BATON ROUGE — Baton Rouge 
architect Coleman Brown says the 
most important single thing the city 
could do to improve transportation 
is widen Airline Highway from the 
old Mississippi River Bridge to 
Florida Boulevard.
 Brown leads a Mid-City organi-
zation devoted to improving Baton 
Rouge’s transportation, infrastruc-
ture, and quality of life at reason-
able costs.
 Brown says building another Mis-
sissippi River bridge for $1 billion 

or more is a pipe dream for which 
funds will not be available in the 
foreseeable future.  In addition, he 
says improvements to existing in-
frastructure will do just as much or 
more to solve transportation needs.
 Brown pointed out the deteriora-
tion of Airline Highway, which is 
long overdue for repairs. A Baton 
Rouge police oficer was injured by 
a road hazard last week. Potholes 
and other problems from the old 
bridge to Florida will cost $7 mil-
lion to repair, according to DOTD. 

But Brown opposes DOTD’s plan 
to repair Airline, which would take 
an F road and make no contribution 
to improved trafic low.  Instead, 
he says Airline can be widened to 
six lanes for $24 million — only 
$17 million more than the cost of 
repair. Brown says that will make 
Airline a B road. Similarly, widen-
ing Airline south of Cedarcrest to 
Highland would cost $30 million.
 Brown says these improvements 
would greatly improve trafic low 
both east-west and north-south.


