
SHERIFF SID GAUTREAUX talks about crime with Russ Heberts (left), chief investigator at the East 
Baton Rouge Parish District Attorney’s office, and Mark Dumaine, executive director of the DA’s office.
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Sheriff: EBR Needs Prison
500 Inmates Being Housed in Other Parishes

 BATON ROUGE - Sheriff Sid 
Gautreaux told the Ronald 
Reagan Newsmaker Lun-
cheon it is urgent that East 
Baton Rouge build a new 
Parish Prison. The prison 
has been at its capacity of 
1,700 for years and has 500 
more inmates who are be-
ing housed by other sher-
iffs at the expense of EBR 
taxpayers. 
 The sheriff said the par-
ish is at risk of a federal 
takeover of the prison and 
being ordered to build a 
prison at three times the 
cost of doing it ourselves.
 For more on the Sheriff’s 
remarks, download a QR 
Reader and watch this:

Existing Prison
Has Exceeded
Its Capacity for
Past Decade

Former Gov. Roemer Pens Autobiography

FORMER FOES Rep. Woody Jenkins and Gov. Buddy Roemer came 
together recently to promote Roemer’s autobiography of his early life.

 BATON ROUGE - Buddy Ro-
emer represented Louisiana 
for eight years in the United 
States Congress before be-
ing elected Governor in 
1987. He served one term 
as governor before Edwin 
Edwards returned to power 
in 1991. In 2012, Roemer 
briefly ran for President.
 Over the years, the former 
governor built a prominent 
bank and mostly stayed 

out of politics. However, 
his son Chas Roemer was 
elected to the Louisiana 
Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education and 
served as board president.
 Behind the scenes, Gov. 

See ROEMER on Page 6
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 BATON ROUGE - Sher-
iff Sid Gautreaux says 
the crime problem starts 
in the home. “We used 
to have a triangle that 
confronted us at Home, 
School and Church. We 
all got the same message. 
Right over wrong. Good 
over evil. Do the right 
thing! But today for many 
that triangle is non-ex-
istent. They may not get 
it at home. Maybe not at 
school or church either.”
 “Families don’t eat to-
gether anymore. They 
are on devices and live in 
their own world.”
 The Sheriff told the 
Ronald Reagan News-
maker Luncheon that we 
may not be able to change 
the world but we can 
save some kids.  He said, 
“Grab a kid who needs a 
role model or a mentor 
and take him under your 
wing. It starts at home but 
if home isn’t providing it, 
we need to help!”

Sheriff Says We
Are Failing to 
Instill Values in
Young People

New Book Covers
Buddy Roermer’s
Life Growing Up 
In North Louisiana

Roemer has 
fought health 
problems for 
decades, most-
ly stemming 
from diabetes.
 But for the 
past couple of 
years, he un-
dertook  an-
other project, 
which few 
people knew 
about.  He be-
gan to write his 
autobiography. 
Now the first 
volume of that 
work is complete and on the 
market.
 It is called Scopena after 
the large plantation his fam-
ily owns in Bossier Parish 
outside Shreveport. Scope-

na describes in colorful de-
tail what it was like growing 
up in rural North Louisiana. 
His father Charles Roemer 
was one of the most influ-
ential men in the state. The 
book covers his relation-

ship with both 
his father and 
his mother and 
deals with a 
multitude of is-
sues including 
race relations
in the 50’s. 
 The book is 
divided into 
short, easy 
to read chap-
ters, and one 
can pick up 
the book and 
begin reading 
anywhere.
 For anyone 
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interested in Louisiana pol-
itics or the Roemer era,, this 
book is must reading! It is 
available at Barnes & No-
ble or Books a Million.

Sheriff Talks About Causes of Crime in EBR
 BATON ROUGE - In an ad-
dress to the Ronald Reagan 
Newsmaker Luncheon, 
Sheriff Sid Gautreaux ad-
dressed the root causes of 
crime in East Baton Rouge 
Parish. He said, “Most  of 

our crime is committed by 
people addicted to drugs 
or alcohol. The average of-
fender has a 7th grade edu-
cation. Also, when I started, 
25 percent of our jail popu-
lation had a mental health 

issue. Today, with the clo-
sure of mental institutions, 
50 percent of our offenders 
have mental health issues.”
 The Sheriff said these is-
sues needed to be addressed
in order to reduce crime.
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