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Common Core Testing

 CENTRAL - Nearly 2,000 
students at Central Middle 
and Central Immediate 
schools are completing ive 
days of tests offered as part 
of Common Core national 
standards.  The tests, which 
last 90 minutes each day, 
are known as PARCC, short 
for Partnership for Assess-
ment of Readiness for Col-
lege and Careers.
 The Louisiana Board of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education, or BESE, has 
required that Central and 
other school systems offer 
the tests, but it is up to par-
ents to decide whether their 
child will take the tests.
 In Central, 153 students 
had opted out of the tests, as 
of Monday. This was eight 
percent of the students eligi-
ble to take the tests in grades 
3-8.  Only Calcasieu and Jack-
son parishes had higher opt-
out rates.
 Central schools Supt. 
Mike Faulk and other Cen-
tral school oficials pushed 
hard to encourage participa-
tion, partly because BESE 
said students who did not 
participate would get a 
zero, which could lower 
overall school performance 
scores. However, on Tues-
day, BESE chairman Chas 
Roemer said that students 
choosing to opt out would 
not result in lower letter 
grades for schools in the 
Central school system.

CENTRAL INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL — Staff members at Central Intermediate School greet visitors.  
Shown (left to right) are Dee Dee O’Quin, CIS assistant principal Julie Stevens, and Sharon Leblanc.

Five Days of Tests for Grades 3-8

Central Schools Required
To Administer PARCC Test
But Taking Test Is Optional

 BATON ROUGE - On Wednes-
day, Gov. Jindal announced 
a plan “to remove Common 
Core from Louisiana and 
replace it with high-quality 
Louisiana standards while 
ensuring that Board of Ele-
mentary and Secondary Ed-
ucation (BESE) contracts, 
Memorandums of Under-
standing (MOUs), and Co-
operative Endeavor Agree-
ments (CEAs) do not hand 
control of Louisiana schools
to third-party entities or the 
federal government.”

 The plan will also replace 
the PARCC test, prohibit the 
collection of biometric in-
formation from students, 
and ensure that BESE, like 
all state agencies, is subject 
to the Administrative Proce-
dures Act (APA).
 Gov. Jindal emphasized 
that this package of legisla-
tion will help to address the 
growing concern and frus-
tration surrounding Com-
mon Core and the PARCC 
assessment, as more parents 
opt out of these tests and 

seek clarity for their chil-
dren’s academic future.
 Jindal said, “This legisla-
tion will help us get Com-
mon Core out of Louisiana 
once and for all. We will not 
accept this one-sized-its-all 
approach to our children’s 
education. The package of 
legislation will make clear 
that the federal government 
or third parties do not have 
control over Louisiana’s 
schools, and help ensure 
that Louisiana parents and 

Opt-Out Won’t Hurt Central School Ratings

 BATON ROUGE - In an ex-
clusive interview with the 
Central Wildcat Tuesday af-
ternoon, Board of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Edu-
cation chairman Chas Ro-
emer said the board will not 
allow the Central Commu-
nity School System to be 
penalized because a large 

number of students have 
opted out of PARCC tests 
being administered this 
week.  Roemer said the 
board had anticipated that 
many parents would opt out 
of the tests around the state 
but the large number in
Central came as a surprise. 
 “We’ve told state Supt. 
John White to give us an 
analysis of how many stu-
dents have opted out in 
each school district. But the 
fact that they have opted out 
will not affect the school’s 
performance score,” Roe-
mer said. 
 “In other words, if you’re 
an ‘A’ school, you’re not go-
ing to become a ‘B’ school 

BESE Chairman Chas Roemer Weighs In

because of students opting 
out. Central will have to go 
through the process we es-
tablished to deal with test-
ing just like everyone else.  
That will be a fair process.” 
 Roemer said opting out of 
standardized tests is noth-
ing new.  It simply has not 
gotten a lot of publicity in 
the past.  “I urge parents 
to have their children par-
ticipate in these tests, but 
students have every right 
to opt out, and we support 
that. They also have a right 
to opt out of LEAP and iL-
EAP. But PARCC has been 
more controversial, and 
more students have chosen 
to opt out of this exam.” 

 Woody Jenkins
 Editor, Central Wildcat

 Roemer said BESE’s poli-
cy is that students who do 
not participate in PARCC 
will get a zero on the test 
for statistical purposes but 
that will not affect the stu-
dent or the school’s perfor-
mance rating. 
 Although Roemer was 
questioned about how par-
ents opting out of PARCC 
would affect Central’s 
school performance scores,  
his answers apparently ap-
ply to other school districts 
around the state where 
large numbers of students 
opted out of the tests.
 The PARCC test results 
will not be released until 
this fall, Roemer said.

An ‘A’ School Won’t 
Become ‘B’ School
Because Parents
Opted Out of Test

Chas Roemer, chairman, Board of 
Elementary & Second Education

Supt. Faulk:
We Support
Our Parents’
Decisions
 CENTRAL - Central Supt. 
Mike Faulk said it has 
been a busy week, as 
Central Middle and Cen-
tral Intermediate schools 
have administered a con-
troversial PARCC test to 
nearly 2,000 Central stu-
dents in grades 3-8, while 
responding to issues rais-
ed by the fact that many 
students opted out.
 Supt. Faulk said, “The 
taxpayers and the parents 
of this community are our 
bosses.  That is one of the 
reasons we completely 
support the decision by our 
parents on whether to par-
ticipate in the PARCC test.  
That is your right, and we 
back you up.  We were not 
expecting the large num-
ber of students who opted 
out this week, and we had 
to make some decisions 
on logistics very quickly.  
Where we made mis-
takes, please forgive us.  
We want every parent to 
know that you are an indis-
pensable part of this school 
system and we greatly 
value your continued in-
volvement and support.”

Governor Proposes Ending CC,
Adopting Louisiana-Based Test
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