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Man & Woman of the Year
Rev. Tony and Shaye Spell of Life Tabernacle

Central Pastor, Wife
On Front Lines of
Battle to Preserve
Freedom of Religion

Pastor’s Legal Battles Look Promising After
Landmark Supreme Court Decision in NYC

 CENTRAL — In recognition of 
their historic work to protect Free-
dom of Religion in the United 
States and the persecution they 
have endured as a result, the Cen-
tral City News is proud to rec-
ognize Pastor Tony Spell and his 
wife Shaye as Central’s Man and 
Woman of the Year for 2020.

NNN
 Rev. Tony Spell never intended 
to become a celebrity, a spokes-
man for churches across the na-
tion, or a resident of the parish 
prison, but 2020 was a year like 
no other. It was a year when even 
the right of a pastor to hold church 
services came under attack.  It was 
as if the state and federal Constitu-
tions didn’t exist, the Bill of Rights 
had been repealed, and the gover-
nor had somehow been given the 
power to close any business and 
even any church.
 On Friday, March 13, 2020, 
Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards 
issued an Emergency Order de-
manding that schools close and all 
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Striking Down Orders
In NY, High Court Said
1st Amendment Doesn’t 
Go on a Sabbatical

 CENTRAL — Legal problems fac-
ing Rev. Tony Spell for holding 
church services at Life Tabernacle 
in defiance of Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards’ orders seem less and less 
likely to land the Central pastor in 
prison.  On the contrary, it looks 
more and more like he will win 
the outstanding civil and criminal 
cases and could well be entitled to 
damages in a civil case pending in 
the federal courts.

 Rev. Spell’s legal arguments 
received a major boost from the 
U.S. Supreme Court in Novem-
ber based on their decision in the 
case of Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Brooklyn v. Andrew M. Cuo-
mo. In that case, the court said the 
governor of New York could not 
prohibit a church from meeting, 
at least as long as commercial en-
terprises were drawing customers. 
The decision in the Brooklyn case 
reversed two cases from earlier in 
2020 — Calvary Chapel v. Siso-
lak and South Bay Pentecostal 
v. Newsome.  Those cases, which 
had allowed Gov. Newsome to 
close churches in California, are 
no longer good law. 
 If federal and state courts follow 
Brooklyn in Rev. Spell’s cases, the 
local pastor should have no prob-
lem in prevailing.
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Bishop B. A. Spell,
Grandson Tony 
Haven’t Missed a
Service in 61 Years

 CENTRAL — Rev. Bervick Spell 
moved to Baton Rouge in 1959 and 
started Life Tabernacle Church on 
Plank Road. The church grew and 
prospered. In 2008, then-Bishop 
Spell built a beautiful new church 
at 9323 Hooper Road in Central.
 The next year, Bishop Spell re-
tired and his grandson, Rev. Tony 
Spell, became pastor. Over the 
past 61 years, Life Tabernacle has 
met three times a week for 3,200 
straight weeks and 9,600 services.
 In all that time, Life Tabernacle 
never missed a service.
 When Gov. John Bel Edwards 
ordered all churches to close in 
mid-March 2020, Rev. Spell knew 
he was headed for a confrontation 
with the state.  He simply wouldn’t 
close the doors.  While the main-
stream media labeled Pastor Spell 
as “defiant,” the pastor denied that 
label. “We’re not defiant. We are 
simply continuing to have church 
as we have for 61 years. We are 
commanded to ‘Not to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together.’ 
Hebrews 10:25 KJV.”
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REV. TONY SPELL AND WIFE SHAYE — Central’s Man and Woman of the Year. 
After a long year of persecution but also unprecedented victories, Rev. Tony Spell and 
wife Shaye continue to stand up strongly for the right of Christians to worship freely.

STANDING UP FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY - AT A COST — Rev. Tony Spell of 
Life Tabernacle Church in Central was arrested in late March and again in late April. 
None of the charges have yet gone to trial. On the charge of holding church services in de-
fiance of the Governor’s orders, a motion to quash will be heard in District Court Jan. 25.
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