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Central Is Focus of National Debate on Liberty

Pastor Under House Arrest

 CENTRAL - Both Central High 
School and Central Private School 
have made graduation plans that 
attempt to replicate traditional cer-
emonies to the extent possible. 
 Central Private will come clos-
est. They will have ceremonies on 
the football field. Except for social 
distancing, it should have the feel 
of graduations from the past. 
 The event is planned for 7 p.m. 
on Friday, May 22 at Central Pri-
vate School.
 That option is not available for 
Central High School, because the 
field at Wildcat Stadium is torn 
up while artificial turf is being in-

stalled.  
 Instead, Central High graduates 
will go by the high school Thurs-
day, May 14 and Friday, May 15 
to have individual videos done of 
their receiving a diploma. The vid-
eos will in turn be integrated into 
the live graduation ceremonies 
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 CENTRAL - What does an ordinary 
citizen do when his state and local 
public officials are aligned not to 
protect his constitutional liberties 
but to violate them?
 Rev. Tony Spell has gotten a 
good taste of what that’s like. The 
pastor has been targeted by the gov-
ernor, commander of state police, 
state fire marshal, sheriff, mayor-
president, police chief, and judge, 
each of whom has gone out of his 
way to try to have him arrested, 
shut down his church, or urge the 
public not to attend services pro-
tected by the Constitutions of the 
state and federal governments.
 Last week, he decided what to 
do — he filed suit in federal district 
court seeking an injunction against 
some of those officials and dam-
ages for harm they have done.
 The suit recounts in detail how 
the public officials have unleashed 
the power of their offices on him, 
even having him arrested and fit-
ting him with an ankle bracelet 
for the crime of violating the gov-
ernor’s order and holding church 
services.
 The essence of the suit is that 
Governor John Bel Edwards has 
no power to suspend the Decla-
ration of Rights of the Louisiana 

Life Tabernacle’s
Easter Services
Reached 540,000
Viewers Online
 CENTRAL - In early March 2020, 
Life Tabernacle was a mid-sized 
little-known Pentecostal church in a 
small city in Louisiana. Who could 
have guessed that two months later, 
it would be virtually the only church 
in America holding worship servic-
es in its sanctuary or that it would 
be one of the best known churches 
in America? On Easter Sunday, 
Life Tabernacle’s worship services 
broadcast by the Central City News 
reached 540,000 people across the 
United States and around the world!
 Although Rev. Tony Spell never 
wanted to have an Internet ministry, 
the church was being viewed on-
line by more people than any other 
church in the United States.
 Life Tabernacle Church was 
founded on Plank Road across from 
the Baton Rouge Airport in 1959 by 
Rev. Bervick Spell, a businessman 
who was called to preach.
 Rev. Spell applied his entrepre-
neurial skills to the ministry, and 
the church grew steadily.  Not only 
that but Rev. Spell enjoyed planting 
new churches, and before he retired 
in 2009, he founded more than 200 
new churches across the country 
and around the world.
 Life Tabernacle was not part of 
a denomination but fellowshipped 
with other churches who shared 
their Apostolic Pentecostal beliefs, 
which include the gifts of the spir-

planned in the parking lot next to 
Wildcat Stadium also at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, May 22. 
 The Central High festivities will 
be broadcast live by the Central 
school system and on the Central 
City News Facebook page.
 Central High School has an-

it, such as phophesy, speaking in 
tongues, interpreting the languages 
spoken, and healings.
 Rev. Bervick Spell moved the 
church to Central in 2005. It now 
includes 32 acres and five buildings 
with more than 80,000 square feet 

under roof.
 When Rev. Bervick Spell retired 
in 2009, he was succeeded by his 
grandson, Rev. Tony Spell, a gifted 
singer, talented preacher, and Bible 
scholar who was only 30 at the time.

nounced that Emily Courtney and 
Myrissa Eisworth will serve as co-
valedictorians, and Grace Lagat-
tuta will be salutatorian.
 At Central Private School, Mor-
gan Campbell will serve as vale-
dictorian and Lauren Leep will be 
salutatorian.
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