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Mayor David Barrow on Where City of Central Stands

The State of the City
 CENTRAL — Newly-elected Central Mayor David 
Barrow gave his assessment of the City of Central 
and where it stands in his State of the City report is-
sued last week.  The full text follows:

STATE OF THE CITY OF CENTRAL 
by Mayor David Barrow

Wildcat Cheerleaders Win National Title

STATE OF THE CITY — Only one month into his new role as Mayor 
of Central, David Barrow issued his first State of the City. The mayor 
outlined some of the issues facing the city, including his appointments, 
city budget, IBTS contract, backlog of work orders, flood recovery 
funds, CSRS work, Master Drainage plan, culverts, drainage mapping, 
Corps projects, the Parish Road Plan, and more.

 CENTRAL - Despite the 
controversy over build-
ing a new City Hall for 
Central during recent city 
elections, Central Mayor 
David Barrow said the 
idea of building a new 
City Hall is very much 
alive. He said he wants 
to work closely with the 
school board to ascer-
tain their views. How-
ever, he said a building 
of 3,500 to 4,000 square 
feet could serve the 
needs, and it would not 
necessarily be located at 
Hooper and Sullivan. 
 He said he has asked 
former Mayor Mac Watts 
to volunteer his time to 
work on the project.

Mayor Says
City Hall Still
On the Table

See CENTRAL on Page 2

 Today marks exactly one 
month since City Council 
members, our chief of po-
lice, and I officially took 
office.  It has been quite a 
month transitioning into of-
fice, rekindling old friend-
ships with other govern-
mental officials across the 
parish and state, and having 
many meetings. The sup-
port and patience from the 
community has been over-
whelming and much appre-
ciated.  
 Since taking office, I 
have had nearly two doz-
en scheduled meetings as 
well as numerous phone 
calls with other local, par-
ish, state, and federal gov-
ernment officials, business 
owners, consulting firms, 

homeowners associations, 
and everyday citizens.  
 We have had two Coun-
cil meetings so far, and I 
would like to commend 
our Council members for 
getting off to a great start.  
It’s not easy trying to learn 
ordinances, rules, protocol, 
and more while seated be-
fore standing-room only 
crowds, but they have han-
dled themselves with deco-
rum and professionalism as 
well as open dialogue.  One 
of the first issues they tack-
led was the appointment 
of two Planning & Zoning 
members.  They chose to re-
appoint T.J. Johnson as well 
as appointing new member 
Steven Lumpkin.
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Central High mascot Willie the Wildcat

Willie Entertains Basketball Crowd

Central High Wildcat Cheerleaders won the National Championship in Orlando last weekend.

 ORLANDO — The Central 
High Wildcat cheerleading 
team has won their sec-
ond consecutive National 
Championship during com-
petition at the ESPN Wide 
World of Sports complex in 
Orlando this past weekend.
 The competition was for 
Game Day Large Varsity 
Non Tumbling cheerleading.
 The Wildcat cheerlead-

ers competed with other 
schools from across the 
country.
 Varsity sponsor for the 
team is Sharon Ball. Team 
captain is Camille Provost, 
and co-captains are Bailee 
Bagley and Peyton Dowden.
 Amy Stevens is coach 
of the varsity cheerleading 
team. She also helps coach 
younger cheerleaders.

 Central was also repre-
sented by the Cats (10 and 
under) who placed 6th in 
the nation, and the Wildcats 
(14 and older) who placed 
7th in the nation in a very 
tough senior division.
 The competition is held 
every year under the aus-
pices of the National High 
School Cheerleading Com-
petition.


