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Construction Nearly Done
$24 Million Renovation of Istrouma High School

Istrouma Journal
Celebrating the Past and Building the Future of North Baton Rouge

 BATON ROUGE — Princi-
pal Reginald Douglas ex-
pects to get the keys to the 
newly-renovated Istrouma 
High School from contrac-
tor Lincoln Builders on 
Monday, July 24, which 
will give his new faculty 
and staff a little over two 
weeks to move in and set up 
before the first day of class
on Wednesday, Aug. 9.
 The opening of school 

this fall resurrects the his-
toric school founded in 
1917 from near destruc-
tion.
 Istrouma has gone from 
the largest school in Loui-
siana with 1,900 students 
in grades 10 to 12 and an 
illustrious history in sports 
and academics to its being 
declared a failing school by 
the state and eventually be-
ing closed.

 BATON ROUGE — New Is-
trouma High School prin-
cipal Reginald Douglas has 
officially been on the job 
only a couple of weeks but 
he has already hired most 
of the faculty and staff for 
the North Baton Rouge 
school, which is set to re-
open on August 15.
 Istrouma will be open to 
9th and 10th graders during 
the 2017-2018 school year. 
 On Tuesday, June 6, the 

See FINAL on Page 8

 Many thought Istrouma 
would fade into history and 
be bulldozed, but a deter-
mined superintendent and 
thousands of alumni who 
wouldn’t accept defeat 
never gave up.
 When Istrouma was shut-
tered in May 2014, it left 
North Baton Rouge without 
a public high school and 
without an anchor to hold

New Band
Director Has
Big Plans for
Istrouma HS
 BATON ROUGE - Start-
ing a band program from
scratch might seem too 
challenging for most 
band directors, but not 
for Istrouma High’s new 
band director, Reggie 
Jackson. He’s already 
done it once before with 
great success!
 When Jackson became 
band director at St. Hel-
ena College & Career 
Academy, only seven stu-
dents came out for band, 
but three years later, the 
band had 90 members 
and a load of champi-

Reggie Jackson
Istrouma Band Direcotr

COACH GRADNEY HAD A BOY — Istrouma football coach Jeremy Gradney, his wife Kodia and 
daughter Kelsie look at their new baby boy, Jeremy Jr., undoubtedly a future Istrouma Indian.
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 DIXIE - St. Gerard Cath-
olic Church will honor 
and pray for our law en-
forcement officers, fire-
fighters, EMS, and other 
first responders at a mass 
this Sunday, July 16 at 
10 a.m. St. Gerard is lo-
cated at 5354 Plank Road. 
Everyone is invited to 
come and show support 
for these faithful men 
and women.

HHH
 Did you know you can 
get a Krispy Kreme app 
for your phone? When 
the donuts are hot at the 
corner of Plank Road 
and Hollywood, it will 
start beeping like crazy!  
It’s the last thing I need, 
but I have one! LOL

HHH
 Did you know the 
Istrouma Journal is 
named after the North 
Baton Rouge Journal, 
which my wife and I pub-
lished from 1966 to 1969?

HHH
 The Istrouma Journal 
has identified more than 
40 businesses north of 
Choctaw and inside the 
Airline Highway that 
have been in business 
more than 50 years!
 Some you might want 
to visit this month are 
Herb’s Trailers, Brunson 
Safe and Lock, HiNabor, 
Piccadilly, and Krispy 
Kreme.

HHH
 Speaking of donuts, do 
you remember Tony’s 
Donuts?

HHH
 You can subscribe to 
the Istrouma Journal by 
mailing your check for 
$18 to Istrouma Journal, 
910 North Foster Drive, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806.

HHH
 With the reopening of 
Istrouma High School, 
there are many financial 
needs — some large and 
some small at the school. 
The big things are re-
modeling of the Annex, 

By Woody Jenkins

AERIAL VIEW OF ISTROUMA HIGH SCHOOL where construction is almost complete on the newly-renovated school.
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