To Our Charlottesville Community
August 21, 2026

For nearly fifty years, Foxfield has been a beloved part of Charlottesville and Albemarle County — a place that celebrates timeless equestrian tradition and brings this community together every spring and fall. Preserving and sustaining this grand tradition of steeplechase racing for future generations means everything to us. It’s what led us to purchase the Foxfield steeplechase property in 2024 through our family's foundation and to establish Foxfield Land Preservation, so that steeplechase racing at Foxfield would have the stability and resources it needed to thrive.
Since before we acquired the property, Foxfield Racing, LLC has operated the races under a special $1-a-year lease — and under the terms of that lease, Foxfield Racing is responsible for maintaining the property and holding the races each fall and spring. 
Over the past several months, we have become increasingly concerned that the race railing, observation tower and other infrastructure have fallen into a dangerously degraded state. At first, we raised our concerns to Foxfield Racing’s leadership privately. We brought them multiple structural engineering reviews and a race safety assessment by the independent Horseracing Integrity and Safety Authority. 
The interior racing rail is meant to separate spectators from galloping 1,200-pound thoroughbreds, but the engineering reports indicated that Foxfield’s single, wooden inner rail had been allowed to deteriorate and rot. There are concerns it might collapse under the weight of spectators, as well as fears that the metal wiring might prevent a jockey from diving away from oncoming horses. Our inspectors found similar deterioration in the observation tower, which allowed the structure to sway back-and-forth, even with only one person on the upper levels. 
We made multiple requests for maintenance records and a qualified repair plan, and even offered to help fund the necessary repair work. Our family’s non-profit Cassiopeia Foundation is willing to make a multi-million dollar charitable investment not only in repairs, but in capital improvements and new staff — to work with Foxfield Racing to establish the full-time, professionalized operation needed to prevent the recurrence of safety issues and ignite a new renaissance for Foxfield and the community it serves. 
But our concerns about the safety of spectators, riders and horses were met with inaction, dismissiveness and outright hostility. And our proposal that offered funding was rejected out of hand. 
Last week, we were notified that instead of acting to meet the safety standards suggested in multiple reports, Foxfield Racing has chosen to sue Foxfield Land Preservation, the Cassiopeia Foundation and me personally — demanding that we sell them the land and award them absolute right to run the races in perpetuity without being answerable to the community. We are shocked and deeply saddened that this is the response to us asking Foxfield Racing to address safety concerns supported by expert reports and to fulfill other requirements under the terms of their lease. 
We are especially saddened that the funding that Foxfield Races has raised from the community — that should be flowing to the races and their charitable mission – will now be diverted to this senseless lawsuit. In the coming weeks, we will file our response through the legal process. Our primary goal will be to ask the court to compel Foxfield Racing to meet its obligation to run safe races. 
Above all, we want the thrill of steeplechase racing at Foxfield to be safe for the thousands of families and students who come to the races each year. Despite this suit, we remain optimistic about what comes next, because we believe this storied venue's best days are still ahead of it. We continue to believe that fresh capital, fresh energy, and fresh ideas can revitalize the Foxfield races and secure their honored heritage now and for the future. 
We've put together a short video sharing our own history with Foxfield, what this place means to us, and our vision for its future — you can watch it here. While the pending litigation will limit our ability to make further public comments, we hope to share updates with you as the case progresses. 
With gratitude and hope for Foxfield’s future,
Zach Miller, Co-Founder, Foxfield Land Preservation


