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Caswell students excel at recent Odyssey of the Mind event

Isley updates ledger reconstruction, Dems firm with Foster

The Caswell County 

Board of Commissioners 

heard an update on 

the reconstruction of 

the county’s financial 
system and a reiterated 

recommendation for a 

candidate to fill the Board’s 
District 4 seat at their 

public meeting on Monday, 

March 6 in Yanceyville’s 

Historic Courthouse.

Among the items on the 

agenda was a presentation 

from accounting firm, 
Isley & Associates. Isley 

has been contracted to 

reconstruct the county’s 

finances as part of an effort 
to catch the county up on 

its state-mandated annual 

audits, which have not 

been completed since FY 

2019-20. The county is still 

working on its FY 2020-21 

audit and has yet to begin 

an audit for FY 2021-22 

which are 16 ½ months 

and 4 ½ months past due, 

respectively.

“The question is ‘when 

is the audit going to be 

done?’” said Greg Isley, 

principal of the accounting 

firm. “I do not know that 
answer, so let me just put 

that right up front. I am not 

your auditor. What we’re 

here to do is to get your 

books and records into an 

auditable condition so the 

audit team from the firm 
can come in and do that 

work.”

Isley stopped short 

of offering a concrete 

timeline, but said that his 

team of seven in Caswell 

was working as hard as 

they could to complete the 

reconstruction in time for 

the audit to restart and for 

a FY 2023-24 budget to be 

passed.

Leading Isley’s team is 

Beverly Stroud, who said 

the problems seem to be 

caused by the county’s 

October 2020 transition in 

financial software from the 
ACS system to the Munis 

system. Among the issues 

that had to be corrected 

by Isley were incorrect 

starting balances for FY 

2020-21 and over 200 

invoices from 2021 that 

were listed in 2022. 

“All those things take 

time,” Stroud said. “We 

had to make sure we were 

(fixing) it in a manner 
that they could be tracked 

and easy to identify by an 

auditor.”

The transition also 

created discrepancies 

between the records kept in 

the Munis system and the 

actual amount of money 

in the county’s accounts. 

For example, because the 
transition occurred three 

months into the fiscal year, 
See BOC, pg. 3

PCC communications team regionally 

recognized for marketing efforts
With competition 

from more than 200 

community colleges in 

the southeast, Piedmont 

Community College’s 

(PCC) communications 
team found itself as 

finalists in two categories 
of the latest District 2 

Medallion Awards through 

the National Council of 

Marketing and Public 

Relations (NCMPR).
NCMPR is the only 

organization of its kind 

that exclusively represents 
marketing and public 

relations at community and 

technical colleges. District 

2 represents 11 states and 

spans as far north as West 

Virginia, south as Florida, 

west as Louisiana, and 

includes Bermuda, British 

Virgin Islands, and The 

Bahamas.

Representatives from 

PCC learned they were 

finalists in two categories, 
Video Shorts (single) and 
Quick Turn Video. During 

the District 2 Medallion 

Awards banquet, in St. 

Petersburg, Fla., PCC 

was recognized with 

second prize for Video 

Shorts (single), and first 
prize for Quick Turn 

Video, where Daniel 

Statum, Communications 

Specialist, and Sarah 

Barham, Graphic Designer 

and Web Editor, accepted 

the certificates and award.
“I am thrilled for these 

two, but honestly, I’m not 

overly surprised because 

this is an innovative team 

that consistently produces 

high-quality work,” said 

Beth Townsend, Vice 

President, Advancement 

and Communications. 

“Since they both arrived less 

than two years ago, Sarah 

and Daniel collaborate 

with our employee body 

to elevate the College’s 

marketing, visuals, and 

communication technology 

and improve the impact 

and connection we make 

on and off campus.”

Examples of 
improvements that 

Townsend alluded to 

include a new logo, a 

new mascot, and updated 

photos, videos, and on-
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This prestigious award is a real boost to the hardworking team at Piedmont 

Community College’s efforts. 

See AWARD,  pg. 9

By Sami Mirza

Womack Publishing

 News Service

Mark your calendars and 

save the date for the Caswell 

Chamber’s Fourth Annual 

Banquet and Business 

Recognition Awards on 

Tuesday, March 21, 6:00 

p.m., at the Administration 

Building on 319 Main 

Street, Yanceyville. 

Come and enjoy some 

good food, live music, and 

make some connections 

with business owners from 

all across the county. At the 

end of the night, awards 

will be presented to some 

of the best and brightest 

names that have been 

making waves across the 

community over this past 

year. 

“We hope you will 

make plans to join us for 

this special event as we 

Chamber to hold 
annual awards 
banquet March 21

See CHAMBER,  pg. 9

By Angela Daniel-

Upchurch

Caswell Messenger 

Milton Renaissance 

Foundation will host a 

dedication of the former 

Christ Church to its new 

purpose Saturday, March 

25, at 10:30 a.m. Having 

served as home to Milton 

Woman’s Club since the 

1970s, the Carpenter 

Gothic-style church will 

now serve the mission 

of Milton Renaissance 

Foundation, which is to 

preserve the historical 

narrative of Milton through 

See CHURCH,  pg. 9

Historic Christ 

Church dedicated on 

March 25 in Milton

For months, eight Caswell County students have been 

diligently working hard, having fun, and making history as 

the first Odyssey of the Mind team from Caswell County. 
Odyssey of the Mind (OM) is a program that teaches 
creative problem-solving and celebrates outside the box, 
divergent thinking. The program emphasizes teamwork, 

budgeting, time management and public speaking. Long 

before there were STEAM classes and clubs, there was 

Odyssey of the Mind.

On March 4,  these eight homeschooled students, whose 

ages range from 5-12, competed at the NC Eastern Region 

OM competition in Raleigh and brought home silver 

medals for their solution to a very complex  STEAM 
problem. The team was also awarded one of four coveted 

OMer Awards for showing outstanding accomplishment 

overcoming multiple obstacles, and embodying the 

spirit and philosophy of problem solving, creativity, and 

teamwork. 

The team competed against some of the region’s top 

middle schools. This is significant because while their 
competitors were in 6-8 th grade, the majority of the 

Caswell team is kindergarten-second grade with two older 

team members in sixth grade. With no outside assistance 

permitted, not even from the coaches, the older kids on 

the team had to demonstrate incredible leadership skills 

as they took charge and inspired the younger kids who 

also showed they wouldn’t let their age determine their 

motivation and achievement. 

As an educator, bringing this program to Caswell 

County was important to Natalie Turner who believes 

learning can and should be fun, child-led, and cross-

disciplinary. Odyssey of the Mind allows the children’s 

curiosity, strengths, interests, and talents to be at the 

center. She says, “We are thankful to the Caswell County 

Partnership for Children, who covered the start up fees 

associated with starting a team and sending them to the 

regional tournament. With it being a new program, their 

contribution allowed families to try this program without 

significant financial burden. In a world so desperately 
needing the future generation to be creative problem-

solvers, we need to give kids the opportunity and space to 

become them. Programs like Odyssey of the Mind get us 

closer to that goal.” 

It's not over for this scrappy group of kids. On March 

25th, they head to the State Finals in Raleigh, where 

they will vie for a spot at the World Finals held in May 

at Michigan State University. With their improvisation 

skills, sense of comedy, technical prowess, and wide-open 

imaginations, this team keeps surprising coaches Natalie 

Turner, Molly Herard and Justin Foster. 

The local Odyssey of the Mind group get ready for action.


