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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

artisans, farmers and foodies
CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 1B

Wednesday
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CEDAR ISLANDMOREHEAD CITY

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

The city has postponed the public 
hearing for a contentious rezoning 
request that had been scheduled for 
Tuesday. 

The Morehead City Council was 
set to hear public comments on the 
proposal to rezone 301 Highway 24 
during its regular meeting beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday in the council 
chambers of the municipal building 
at 202 S. 8th St. Officials now say 
the hearing will take place in May, 
but have not yet provided a date. 

“Due to significant interest 
received to provide public comment 
on the upcoming hearing regard-
ing the proposed rezoning of 301 
Highway 24, the limited availability 
of space and the logistical challenges 
in the Municipal Chambers, and the 
Town’s desire to ensure adequate and 
proper notice regarding both the re-
zoning and land use plan hearing, the 
Town has decided to move today’s 

Morehead City 
postpones 
Highway 24  
rezoning request

Catherine Walters, Cedar Point
Ernest Russell Jr., Morehead City
Frances Corley, Newport
Mack Edmondson, Williston
Francis Detig Jr., Margate, Fla.
Betty Piner, Davis
Mickey Mullikin, Morehead City
Leo James, Morehead City

Tamara Stanley, Hubert
Betty Ketterer, Newport
William Stroud Sr., Newport
Florida Smith, Trent Woods
Dennis Pittman, Beaufort
June Willis, Salter Path
James Cowher, Swansboro
James Casti, Newport

See CLINICS Page 5A

See FERRY Page 2A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

The  state’s ferry division has been affect-
ed by shoaling issues outside Ocracoke’s Sil-
ver Lake Harbor lately. NCDOT announced 
Tuesday it has resumed service on Pamlico 
Sound between Cedar Island, Ocracoke and 
Swan Quarter after it was suspended for sev-
eral days due to worsening shoaling.

The service is running on a two-boat, 
alternate schedule while the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers continues to mitigate 
the shoaling in Bigfoot Slough. The sched-
ule through Friday, weather permitting, is 
as follows:

Ferry service running alternate schedule

u Ocracoke to Cedar Island: 7:30 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.
u Cedar Island to Ocracoke: 10:30 a.m. 

and 4:30 p.m.
u Ocracoke to Swan Quarter: 7 a.m. and 

1:30 p.m.
u Swan Quarter to Ocracoke: 10 a.m. and 

4:30 p.m.
Shoaling occurs when sand and sediment 

fill into a ferry channel, making water depths 
too shallow and the channel too narrow for 
safe operation of larger vessels. According to 
NCDOT, the ACE has two dredges working 
in the channel to clear the shoaling, but op-
erations are dependent on weather and tides. 

Once channel width and water depths return 
to acceptable levels, the ferry division said it 
will resume its regular, three-boat schedules 
on all routes.

“The shoaling in Bigfoot Slough has been 
an ongoing issue, but we feel hopeful that 
with all the work the Army Corps has done/is 
doing/will be doing over the next week or so, 
we should be able to return to a full schedule 
on Pamlico Sound very soon,” ferry division 
communications officer Tim Hass said.

NCDOT originally issued alternate ferry 
schedules for the routes and planned to  

A ferry with the N.C. Department of Transportation’s Ferry Division docks at Cedar Island in this file photo. The division says it is having a hard time filling 
positions for this summer, but it won’t affect the Cedar Island route. (News-Times photo)

StaffingshortagenotexpectedtoaffectCedarIslandroute

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Citing a 
decline in calls for COVID-
19 vaccination appoint-
ments, Carteret County of-
ficials announced Monday 
they would discontinue 
mass vaccination clinics 
that have been offered in 
Morehead City.

The last mass clinic will 
be Friday, April 30 at the 
former Kmart on Highway 
70. Carteret County ap-
pears to be the first North 
Carolina county make such 
an announcement.

During the County Con-
solidated Human Services 
Board meeting, held at the 
Department of Social Ser-
vices in Beaufort, Health 
Director Nina Oliver said 
the doses received by the 
county will be adminis-
tered at the County Health 
Department after April 30. 
Other private providers are 
also offering vaccinations.

“After April 30, eligible 
individuals who wish to 
receive a vaccination 
can locate a provider and 
schedule an appointment by 
using myspot.nc.gov,” she 
said. “The health depart-
ment will continue to pro-
vide the COVID vaccine in 
the community. Details are 
currently being planned.”

Board member Ralph 
Merrill questioned whether 
it was a good idea to sus-
pend the mass clinics.

“When we start closing 
our biggest venue, I don’t 
understand why we’re do-

ing it,” he said.
Ms. Oliver said they 

weren’t closing, but chang-
ing the venue of where the 
vaccines will be available.

“The vaccine is now 
available at several loca-
tions in the county and 
it’s more convenient for 
citizens to go to pharmacies 
or other providers,” she 
said. “Many citizens have 
transportation issues and 
it’s easier for them to travel 
to a location closer to their 
home.”

County Commissioner 
Mark Mansfield said at 
their busiest point, the 
clinics were vaccinating 
up to 2,300 people per day, 
but now “we’re struggling 
to fill 500 appointments a 
week.”

Consolidated Human 
Services Director Cindy 
Holman agreed there has 
been a large decrease in the 
number of people calling to 
make appointments.

“At one point we had a 
large waiting list, but now 
we have problems filling 
appointments,” she said. 
“It takes a lot of manpower 
to keep mass clinics open. 
We have health department 
staff, DSS staff, hospital 
staff and many volunteers. 
We don’t want people just 
standing around. We want 
to spread the vaccine out 
in the community. If we 
see that the need for a mass 
clinic starts to rise, we 
know how to do it now and 
we will start it back up.”

Ms. Oliver said as of 

Monday, 25.4% of county 
residents have been fully 
vaccinated, with 31.8% 
partially vaccinated. 

“We are definitely in the 
top 20 counties in the state 
on the percentage of people 
vaccinated. That is amaz-
ing,” she said.

While the state last week 
approved Carteret County 
to receive 500 doses of the 
Johnson & Johnson one-
dose vaccine, Ms. Oliver 
said Tuesday morning she 
was unsure if the county 
will receive the doses after 
the Center for Disease 
Control and N.C. Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services temporarily sus-
pended the use of the J&J 
vaccine Tuesday morning 
to study a few reports of 
severe reactions.

“They probably won’t 
send them,” she said. “We 
are supposed to get more 
information on this in the 
coming days.”

Health officials had 
planned to use the 500 J&J 
doses to focus on highly 
marginalized groups, 
including jail inmates, 
homeless populations and 
homebound individuals. 
They had planned to coor-
dinate the effort between 
the health department, 
County Emergency Man-
agement Services and law 
enforcement.

Ms. Oliver said as of 
Monday, there were 69 
active COVID-19 cases in 
Carteret County, with three 

BEAUFORT

County to cease COVID-19 vaccination clinics, citing decrease in demand

Carteret County health officials announced Monday plans to suspend mass COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics at the former Kmart building in Morehead City due to a decrease in demand for the vac-
cinations. (Cheryl Burke photo)

See REZONING Page 5A

A sign stands along the side of High-
way 24 across from a 23-acre property 
developers are seeking to rezone.  (Elise 
Clouser photo)

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=ffe1c372-46b7-50ad-9c4a-ab8ff6eb4ed8
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=ffe1c372-46b7-50ad-9c4a-ab8ff6eb4ed8
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=ffe1c372-46b7-50ad-9c4a-ab8ff6eb4ed8
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8B&uuid=ffe1c372-46b7-50ad-9c4a-ab8ff6eb4ed8
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=ffe1c372-46b7-50ad-9c4a-ab8ff6eb4ed8
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=ffe1c372-46b7-50ad-9c4a-ab8ff6eb4ed8
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=ffe1c372-46b7-50ad-9c4a-ab8ff6eb4ed8
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=ffe1c372-46b7-50ad-9c4a-ab8ff6eb4ed8
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=5A&uuid=ffe1c372-46b7-50ad-9c4a-ab8ff6eb4ed8

