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By Jimmy Williams

Much work is left to do if there are to be 
interns working at Hammocks Beach State 
Park this summer. The interns’ residence – “the 
barrack” on Bear Island – was badly damaged 
during Hurricane Florence putting the program 
in jeopardy.

Alternatives were considered at the recent 
meeting of the Friends of the Hammocks and 
Bear Island, a park support group. They ranged 
from getting the repair work done at the bar-
racks to housing the interns with mainland 
sponsors.

“I don’t know if we’re going to have any 
interns,” Allyson Roberts told the 20 or so 
friends at the meeting Dec. 15. “If we don’t 
have a building …”

Roberts’s comments came during the 
group’s committee reports. She and her hus-
band Chuck, also a member of the friends, 
have worked with the interns for the past few 
years. Much of that work has been organizing 
work parties to clean and prepare the barracks, 
a house on Bear Island that interns call home 

during their tenure at the park.
The 892-acre Bear Island is the centerpiece 

of Hammocks Beach State Park, which also 
features 320 or so mainland acres. Other seg-
ments of the park are Dudley’s Island, 450 
acres; Huggins Island, 225 acres; and a por-
tion of Jones Island, 24 acres. Bear Island is 
accessible by state ferry or private boat, while 
the other islands are accessible only by private 
boat.

Interns, primarily college students on sum-
mer vacation, handle a variety of duties at the 
park. During the summer 2018 for example, 
there were five interns, Amanda Csipak, Kacie 
Dean, Colin Perkins-Taylor, Sascha Rosin and 
Erin Stepchuk.

Three of the students – Csipak, Dean and 
Stepchuk – worked with sea-turtle nesting; 
Perkins-Taylor studied birds and Rosin was 
an interpretation and education intern. “Even 
though our studies vary, we all enjoy searching 
for turtles together at night,” Rosin stated in an 
article she submitted to the Tideland last year.

Storm jeopardizes 

intern program
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy. High tem-
peratures will be in the 
low-50s and lows will be 
in the upper-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Elizabeth Brown, a 
student in Kimberly 
Mauser’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.

By Joe Killian

Mark Harris met with state 
elections investigators the 
morning of Thursday, Jan. 3, 
pledging full cooperation with 
the board in the increasingly 
complex investigation into 
alleged ballot fraud in the Nov. 
9 Congressional District race.

The same morning, Harris’ 
lawyers sued the state board 
of elections, asking the Wake 

County Superior Court to com-
pel the board’s director to cer-
tify the election results before 
the investigation is complete.

As the 116th Congress 
was sworn in Thursday in 
Washington, D.C., North 
Carolina’s 9th Congressional 
District seat was the only one 
empty. The new Democratic 
majority in the U.S. House of 

In the Tideland ...
State park kayak dock should be repaired by summer, Page 3

See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7
White Oak is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 10

(See FRAUD, page �)

(See INTERNS, page �)

Father Bert pictured with a few friends
The Rev. Bert Eaton, who has retired as rector of Swansboro’s St. 

Peter’s by-the-Sea Episcopal Church after more than 14 years in the 
post, is pictured with parishioners in front of the church on Sunday, 

Jan. 6. Eaton and his wife Carol, a deacon in the church, were honored 
during a reception following services on Sunday. For more, please see 
the story on page 2. (Rulon photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Drive by the presumed site 
of the new Hubert Post Office 
on N.C. 24 and you will see 
a “for lease” sign. More than 
two years after plans were put 
in place and announced to the 
public that the existing post 
office would be replaced, the 
process to find a location has 
started over.

About a year ago, plans 
were announced to build a new 
post office for the 28539 ZIP 
code on property just across 
N.C. 24 from its intersection 
with East Hubert Boulevard.

The new office was to be on 

property adjacent to Renewal 
Resources Inc., a location about 
2 miles from the current loca-
tion and near the center of the 
post office’s coverage area, 
according to Robert Fisher, 
property owner. Work on the 
new office was slated to get 
underway in March 2018.

Edward Hoffman, Hubert 
postmaster, said U.S. Postal 
Service officials in Greensboro 
have told him the plans have 
changed.

“I think they are starting 
the process all over again,” 
Hoffman said. USPS, which 

Plans for a new post office change
Property owner, 

USPS fail to reach 

agreement

The presence of a for-lease sign on 
this property appears to indicate that 
plans to build a new Hubert Post Of-
fice on the site have fallen through. The 

property owner said it has been months 
since he has heard from U.S. Postal Ser-
vice officials about the project. (Williams 
photo)

(See HUBERT, page �)

The Swansboro Area 
Development Foundation is 
in the midst of a membership 
drive, according to GiGi Robles, 
SADF president.

“If you enjoy giving back to 
your community, I invite you to 
join SADF,” she said.

SADF formed 15 years ago 
by three members of the com-
munity who “wanted to make 
Swansboro an even better 
place to live,” Roble added. In 
that time, the organization has 
directed, raised and donated 
hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars in the Carteret and Onslow 
counties.

For example, the SADF 
helped secure $225,000 in 
grants and from Onslow County  
Tourism to build the Swansboro 
Soccer Complex.

SADF raised and donat-
ed $100,000 to build the 
Swansboro Recreation Center

Other projects included 
purchasing and delivering 
lunches to the Hospice House in 
Newport; donating the funds to 
build the brick bench by the Rec 
Center; sponsoring Skate Day at 
The Skate Park and supplying 
several local teachers with funds 
to purchase needed items for 
their classrooms

“As you can see, this orga-
nization is a huge asset to our 
community,” Robles said. 
“Please consider helping us con-
tinue to help Swansboro and our 
surrounding area. Giving back is 
a great way to kick off 2019.”

For information on joining, 
call Robles at (910) 382-3141.

Members 

needed


