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Sunday, Aug. 15
Low:  7:14 am  8:15 pm
High:  1:01 am  1:50 pm

Monday, Aug. 16 
Low:  8:10 am  9:27 pm
High:  2:01 am  2:55 pm

TIDES Tuesday, Aug. 17
Low:  9:12 am  10:37 pm
High:  3:07 am  4:01 pm

Wednesday, Aug. 18
Low:  10:18 am  11:41 pm
High:  4:16 am    5:05 pm

MOREHEAD CITY

See CHC Page 2A

carteret health reinstitutes visitation restrictions

reducing flood ris�

by the numberscarteret county school statistics 
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7,932
total students in carteret county schools enrolled for 2021-2022 term

94total buses used in carteret county schools  for 2021-2022 term

20total school buildings on carteret county schools 19 campuses

aug. 23first day of school for carteret county schools

sept. 6first holiday for carteret county schools

u inside: check out the back to school section

Dreams come a size too big so that we can grow into them Education is not preparation for 

life, education is life itself

Develop a passion for learning. If you 

do, you will never cease to grow.
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BEAUFORT — With county schools scheduled to open at full capacity for in-

person learning, Carteret County Schools Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson said he’s 

looking forward to seeing students back in classrooms for the 2021-22 academic year. 

The fi rst day for students is Monday, Aug. 23.“We plan for all schools to open on a regular schedule and we’re very excited 

students to return to fulltime in�person schedule for 202��22, mas�s optional

Morehead City �rimary S�hool st�dents wa�e from their ��s in ��ne. St�dents will ret�rn to �lass-

rooms Monday, A�g. ��, for the ����-�� a�ademi� year. (Cheryl ��rke photo)

about being able to return to in-person learning,” he said. “Our school system has done a phenomenal job of keeping students and staff safe.”The County Board of Education voted July 28 to make masks optional for public school students and staff for the 2021-22 year, despite recommenda-tions from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and other health agencies that all students wear them to protect against the spread of COVID-19.In addition, N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper on July 29 urged all students in grades K-12 and staff to wear them, but fell short of issuing an executive order.School board attorney Neil Whitford said the board was within legal rights to make masks optional based on the latest revisions to the StrongSchoolsNC Public Health Toolkit for grades K-12, issued by the N.C. Department of Health and Human Services July 21. The guidance for masking changed to eliminate the word “required” and replaced it with “should.”

However, Mr. Whitford cautioned that the NCDHHS could issue new mask man-

dates that override local decisions.After surveying parents during the summer, Dr. Jackson made the decision July 19 

to not offer a virtual learning option for grades pre-kindergarten through eight. Online 

learning will still be available for high school students.
However, during the July 28 meeting, Dr. Jackson said virtual capabilities would 

still be available on a smaller scale if quarantines for COVID-19 are needed in class-

rooms or schools. He said there wasn’t enough interest in virtual learning on a large 

scale to make it viable. Of those surveyed, 117 expressed interest in a virtual option.

Given the July 28 vote to make masks optional, Board of Education member John 

McLean suggested the school system take another survey of parents to see if interest 

in a fully virtual option increases. He was concerned about losing students to virtual 

charter schools or homeschooling. School offi cials are expecting 7,912 students to report to classrooms, which is 

about a 2% increase over the 7,787 students who attended in 2020-21.
Dr. Jackson said the district lost students for various reasons in 2020-21 during the 

pandemic.
“I feel like this year we’ll start getting back to pre-pandemic numbers once we have 

all students back in classrooms,” he said. “We really need to look at the 2019-20 year 

to get a more realistic look at where our numbers were pre-pandemic.”
There were 8,071 students attending county public schools in 2019-20.
Dr. Jackson anticipates an infl ux of new personnel and equipment in classrooms 

thanks to federal COVID-19 relief dollars allocated to the district this year to help 

offset the negative impacts of the pandemic.

Plus, the district has begun facilities improvements due to the passage of a $42 mil-

lion school bond referendum in November.The school system is getting a big boost in funding this year thanks to $20 mil-

lion in federal Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief Stabilization, or 

ESSERS, money. The funds were given to school districts to offset the impacts of the 

novel coronavirus pandemic.There is a long list of allowable expenditures for ESSERS funds. Some of those are addressing learning loss, facility repairs and improvements to minimize the virus, coordination and response to coronavirus, supplies to sanitize and clean, long-term closure activities, addressing special needs populations, education technology and mental health services, to name a few.The County Board of Education adopted a spending plan for ESSERS funds in May. The plan included fund-ing for a summer school in June and July that was offered to students who fell behind academically during the pandemic.
Part of the money is earmarked to purchase 3,500 Chromebook replace-ments this summer and an additional 4,500 devices during the summer of 2022.

The ESSERS spending plan also includes the hire of numerous person-nel for the 2021-24 school years. They 

are: $2.3 million to hire 22 teacher assistants for elementary schools to help at-risk 

students, 10 teacher assistants for middle schools to help at-risk students and three 

certifi ed personnel to assist high school at-risk students. Other personnel being hired 

include eight contract nurses at $1.3 million, four guidance counselors at $800,000, 

one behavior support specialist at $200,000, four exceptional children’s teachers at 

$720,000 and contracted English learner support personnel at $120,000.
There’s $200,000 set aside for professional development on COVID-19 response. 

This is to train personnel on dealing with social-emotional and mental health support, 

virtual teaching and high impact instructional strategies.
The school system must spend all funds by 2024.
As for school bond projects for 2021-22, Dr. Jackson said the rising cost of lumber 

and other construction materials has caused school and county offi cials to put con-

struction projects on pause in hopes of prices coming down before awarding contracts.

“With building materials elevated, we want to be patient and allow those prices to 

settle out,” he said. “That’s wiser than rushing ahead.”
Dr. Jackson said school and county offi cials do plan to move ahead with bond 

projects that aren’t affected by the cost of building materials. One project that will be 

done this year is the installation of new intercom systems at 16 schools at a cost of 

$409,000.
A bond committee comprised of county and school offi cials is meeting to prioritize 

the list of projects to be completed this year.Projects included in the bond are construction of multi-use gyms at the county’s 

three high schools and White Oak Elementary School, classroom additions at several 

schools, covered walkways at numerous schools, and multiple other building improve-

ments.

page 1B

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

The Morehead City Council approved an 
annual report Tuesday evening ensuring the 
city’s continued participation in the Nation-
al Flood Insurance Program’s Community 
Rating System for fl oodplain management.

The CRS is a voluntary program admin-
istered by the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency that offers incentives in 
the form of discounts on fl ood insurance 
premiums to communities that implement 
policies and activities aimed at reducing 
fl ooding risk. Morehead City has been a 
participant since 1992 and is currently rated 
a Class 6 community, which gives up to a 

20% discount on fl ood insurance premiums 
to property owners in certain fl ood zones.

To remain a participant, Morehead City 
must submit to FEMA an annual progress 
report of activities completed or being 
carried out related to the city’s fl oodplain 
management plan, the most recent iteration 
of which was adopted in 2017. Activities 
include recordkeeping, public information 
activities, mapping and regulations and 
fl oodplain management planning, according 

to the report.
“We are in the process of completing our 

ISO (rating) certifi cation for the CRS pro-
gram...we do that every year, and we also 
have a report that we’ll just need to submit 
to the council as part of the process,” More-
head City planning director Sandi Watkins 
said during a city council workshop Aug. 
4. “As a result of our participation in that 
program, residents who have fl ood insur-
ance premiums in the special fl ood hazard 
area are eligible for up to 20 percent reduc-
tion on fl ood insurance premiums and those 
outside (the special fl ood hazard area) a 10 
percent (reduction).”

morehead city annual report could lead to premium reductions
This Flood Risk Information System map shows the fl ood zones in red in Morehead City. Areas shaded in green are zone VE, and areas in yellow and tan 
are zone X. (Flood Risk Information System map)
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With local hospitalizations reaching 
levels not seen since the winter, Carteret 
Health Care has reimposed visitation re-
strictions for the hospital as the delta variant 
of the coronavirus surges in Carteret County 
and beyond.

CHC had 15 COVID-related hospital-
izations Monday and 16 as of Wednes-
day afternoon. That’s a sharp increase in 
hospitalizations from earlier in the summer, 
when CHC reported single-digit numbers of 

COVID patients, sometimes zero.   
“What we’re seeing at the hospital, dur-

ing the week ending last Saturday, Aug. 
7, we experienced the highest number of 
newly admitted COVID-19 patients in a 
one-week period, matching a similar week 
that we saw at the beginning of Janu-
ary,” CHC director of infection prevention 
Valerie Payne told the News-Times Tues-
day. “So, we are seeing that sharp increase 
that (is) similar across the state, the region 
and really nationally. We’re also seeing an 
increase in (emergency department) volume 
of patients presenting with COVID-like ill-
ness, and so as a result we are instituting, or 
I really should say reinstituting, some of our 
restrictions.”

CHC community relations marketing 
director Michelle Lee said the hospital has 

a COVID-
19 care unit 
set up with 16 
dedicated beds. She said 
COVID patients also receive treatment in 
other areas, including, if needed, the criti-
cal care unit or intermediate care, and she 
stated CHC is not “at or nearing capacity” 
for COVID-19 

Ms. Lee said COVID-related hospitaliza-
tions reached 20 at one point over the week-
end, matching the high seen at the peak of 
the pandemic in mid-January. 

In light of the recent case and hospital-
ization increase, offi cials announced this 
week the new visitation guidelines, which 
began Wednesday for the hospital at 3500 
Arendell St. Inpatients are limited to having 

u HEALTH DEPARTMENT REPORTS 55 
NEW COVID-19 CASES IN CARTERET 
COUNTY THURSDAY, PAGE 2

u CAPE CARTERET OFFICIALS HOPE 
STATE-FUNDED STUDY WILL LEAD TO 
FLOODING SOLUTIONS, PAGE 3

as a result of our participation in that program, residents who have flood insurance premiums in the special flood hazard area are eligible for up to 20 percent reduction on flood insurance premiums.- morehead city planning director sandi watkins ”“

See FLOOD Page 2A
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