
Rain is likely both 
days this weekend. High 
temperatures will be in 
the upper-70s and lows 
will be in the upper-60s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Sawyer Morris, who 
is a student in Ginger 
Pockette’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Cedar Point puts off street repairs

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

The annual Mullet Festival is this weekend,

look inside for your guide to the festival!

SHS soccer team is on a win streak, Page 9

Swansboro Area Chamber of Commerce hosted a can-
didate forum outside at the Harry C. Pugliese Jr. Pavilion in 
Olde Towne Square downtown on Tuesday, Sept. 28, featur-
ing Swansboro’s candidates for mayor and commissioner. 
Seated, from left, are mayor candidate Dusty Rhodes; com-

missioner candidates Pat Turner, Larry Philpott, Jerry Morse, 
Jeff Conaway and Lawrence Abalos; and mayor candidate 
John Davis. Mike McHugh, executive director of the cham-
ber, standing, acted as master of ceremonies. (Pete Rulon 
photo)

Candidates gather for forum

Commentary

Stressing 

positivity,

not stress,

is a key

to happiness
By Barry Fetzer

One of the many good 
things about growing older 
(yes, there are few not-so-
good things about aging, 
too, but I intend this to be 
a positive, hopeful column) 
is a balanced perspective of 
time and history. One might 
call this balanced perspec-
tive, “wisdom.”

I read a column about 
what older people would 
advise younger people, their 
advice based on this bal-
anced perspective. There 
are lots of online sources to 
find this advice (such as at 
cheapism.com from which 
the following guidance was 
culled) but perhaps “lis-
tening to your own, older 
relatives” might be the best 

way to learn from seniors.
Some of the advice 

older people might offer 
includes quit worrying 
so much. Stress seems to 
be a constant discussion 
amongst young people 
these days. They seem to 
be under so much stress. 
They’re stressed at work 
and stressed at home. 
Stressed about politics and 
religion and relationships 
and money. “On the other 
hand,” Cheapism.com 
reports, “older adults have 
had the lowest stress levels 
among the generations since 
the American Psychological 
Association began conduct-
ing its annual ‘Stress in 
America’ survey. Perhaps 

Passenger ferry 

near completion

US Workboats started the ferry 
back in 2018 but Waterline Sys-

tems will get the first ferry in the 
water. (File photo)

By Jimmy Williams

This past summer, more than 16,500 
people got out of their vehicles and onto 
the Ocracoke Express passenger ferry, 
according to a recent press release from 
the N.C. Department of Transportation 
Ferry Division.

During the summer of 2022, pedes-
trians choosing to make that trip will 

be boarding a boat that is being built in 
Hubert, according to Tim Hass, com-
munications officer with NCDOT Ferry 
Division.

“Our 2021 passenger ferry season 
ended Monday (Sept 6),” Hass said in an 
email to the Tideland News. “The vessel 
that ran this summer was a leased boat 

(See STRESSLESS, page �)(See BOAT, page �)

Bland 

Award 

slated
Swansboro Board 

of Commissioners is 
accepting nomina-
tions for the annual 
Samuel Swann Bland 
Outstanding Service 
Award.

This award honors 
the diligence, hard work, 
leadership and dedica-
tion that characterized 
the outstanding contri-
butions of Sam Bland, 
former superintendent of 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park.

The award is given 
annually to a public 
employee, civic leader 
or community volunteer 
who has demonstrated 
outstanding dedication 
to the improvement of 
community services. The 
honor is awarded by the 
commissioners based 
on five criteria: impact, 
effort, stewardship, ini-
tiative and innovation.

Information on nomi-
nations and application 
forms are available at 
Swansboro Town Hall 
and online at swansboro-
nc.org.

Applications will be 
accepted through Oct. 31 
and should be returned 
to Paula Webb, assis-
tant town manager and 
town clerk at town hall 
or by email at pwebb@
ci.swansboro.nc.us.
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By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro voters will choose 
a mayor and three commissioners 
on Election Day, Tuesday, Nov. 2, 
although there are ways for voters 
to cast a ballot ahead of Election 
Day.

In the 2021 election, incumbent 
John Davis and Dusty Rhodes are 
on the ballot for mayor. Incumbents 
Larry Philpott and Pat Turner will 
be joined by Lawrence Abalos, Jeff 
Conaway and Jerry Morse in the 
race for commissioner.

In Swansboro, the mayor is 
elected to a four-year term. The 
mayor does not normally have a 
vote, but could vote in the case of 
a tie.

The town employs a five-
member commission with terms 
staggered. So commissioners are 

selected every two years with the 
top two finishers serving four-year 
terms and the candidate in third 
place serving a two-year term. 
This allows the voters to choose a 
majority of the voting board every 
election.

Over two weeks, Tideland News 
will profile the seven candidates 
seeking a seat on the Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners.

In today’s Tideland, the two 
candidates for mayor are profiled. 
For the profile, the hopefuls were 
asked to consider and answer a list 
of questions.

The candidates are presented in 
the order they replied.

Dusty Rhodes, 36, lives at 415 
Patriots Point Lane.

He is employed as director of 
Safety and Security with Onslow 

County Schools.
Rhodes earned a Bachelor’s 

Degree from Campbell University.
He is a Swansboro native.
He has never held an elected 

office in Swansboro.
Tideland News: What do you 

consider the role of the mayor in a 
manager-council form of govern-
ment?

The mayor is the face of the 
board and of the town. The mayor’s 
job is to conduct a professional and 
organized meeting, bring the board 
together and help them to make the 
best decisions possible. In this style 
of government the mayor does not 
get a vote therefore, if he disagrees 
with the board’s decisions, he 
should still act as the voice of the 
board. The mayor can have influ-
ence, but there is a time and place 
to voice those opinions, but not at 

the meeting. The mayor should be 
building partnerships and relation-
ships, not creating divide. I believe 
the mayor should be transparent, 
not only to citizens but to the board 
of commissioners and town staff. 
A lot can be accomplished when 
everyone is working for a common 
goal. This is something I view the 
Town has been lacking for some 
time.

Tideland News: For the second 
time in two years Swansboro is 
searching for a town manager. In 
the past few years, the town has 
lost key employees to other local 
government jobs. Do you see this 
as an issue and if so what is the 
cause and can it be corrected?

Losing a town manager and 
other department heads is a major 

Davis, Rhodes are in race
Incumbent Davis, challenger Rhodes profiled

(See CANDIDATES, page �)

The Birthday Bulletin 
has returned!

Children 11 years old 
and younger are welcome 
to join.

To join, email a high-
resolution photo and family 
information to jimmy@
tidelandnews.com.

There is no fee. Call 
(910) 326-5066 for more 
information.

Bulletin back!


