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T deland News

Swansboro by 
Candlelight, an annual cele-
bration of historic downtown 
businesses to kick off the 
Christmas shopping season, 
has been rescheduled for 
Nov. 17.

The event is a partnership 
between the downtown mer-
chants and the Swansboro 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

“Hurricane Florence not 
only scrambled the lives 
of people living in eastern 
North Carolina but dis-
rupted events throughout the 
region,” said Mike McHugh, 
SACC executive director.

As a result of the annual 
Mullet Festival moving from 
the second week in October 
to the second November 
weekend, a spot usually 
reserved for Candlelight, 
organizers decided to move it 
to its own date on Saturday, 
Nov. 17, from 5 until 9 p.m.

In addition to stores being 
decorated for the season and 
serving holiday treats, there 
will be entertainment on the 
Harry C. Pugliese Jr. Pavilion 
stage at Olde Towne Square.

Change 

of date

By Amelia Dees-Killette

Sunday, Nov. 11, will be the centennial of 
the end of World War I, called the Great War, 
and referred to hopefully as the war to end all 
wars.

Today we still have that hope for peace 
our kinfolk did so many years ago. To rep-
resent that ongoing faith in the future, the 
Swansboro Historical Association will partner 
with Swansboro Parks and Recreation during 
the Mullet Festival at the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month and lead the crowd in a 
state- and international-ceremony of ringing for 
peace. Bring a bell and come to the Harry C. 
Pugliese Pavilion stage at Olde Towne Square 
or participate anywhere you may be. The SHA 
also encourages local churches to take part 
by ringing bells 11 times at 11 am. The North 
Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural 
Resources is also a sponsor of this event.

As part of this anniversary the SHA will 
host a program on Nov. 5 about the Swansboro 
area during the war featuring local people who 
served in the military and in other ways on 
the home front. The program takes place from 
6:30 until 8 p.m. at the Swansboro Recreation 
Center at 830 Main Street Extension.

Steve Anderson, director of the History 
Museum of Carteret County, will discuss YZ 
Weeks, one of the most decorated war heroes 
in our area, and historian Jack Dudley and I 
will show slides featuring War World I soldiers 
Tom Merritt, Jr., Jim Weeks, Zennie Carney, 
Braddock Brown, Nobe Stanley, Dan Sanders, 

Gus Pittman and Walter Furlong; and sailors 
Tyre Moore, John Leslie Bell and Herbert 
Clifton Riggs.

I will also discuss the Coast Guard and the 
home front.

Though 
many locals 
can relate 
their or their 
parents’ 
memories of 
World War 
II, most are 
fuzzy when 
it comes to 
World War 
I. Much of 
life here had 
connection 
to the water 
during the 
early 20th 
century. 
Swansboro 
citizens 
had been 
in the U.S 
Lifesaving 
Service 
and U.S. 
Revenue Cutter Service, and with the outbreak 
of war in Europe the two merged to become 
the U.S, Coast Guard in 1915. Local sailors 

WWI Centennial 

commemorated

Commentary

Fear plays 

significant 

role in vote 

next week
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be rainy Saturday but 
clear on Sunday. Highs 
will be in the upper-60s 
and lows will be in the 
low-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Avry 
Santiago, a student in 
Gina Boyer’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.

By Rob Schofield

It would be an understate-
ment to say that a lot of very 
different issues and individuals 
will impact the outcome of the 
2018 election that climaxes 
next Tuesday. Here in North 
Carolina, there are more than 
200 different congressional, 
legislative and judicial races, 
multiple local bond propos-
als and, of course, a slate of 
six controversial constitutional 
amendments to be decided. The 
decisions voters render will go 
a long way toward deciding 
the future of healthcare, the 
federal and state courts, public 
education, tax policy, human 
rights and the very nature of our 
democracy itself.

All that said, it’s clear that 
one phenomenon looms larger 
than any other two years after 
the election of Donald Trump: 
fear.

And, no, the fear at issue 
is not the fear that many 
Americans confront on a daily 
basis as they contemplate the 
reality of having a narcissistic 
serial liar backed by a delusion-
al and increasingly well-armed 
army of extremists ensconced 
in the White House. The fear 
in this case is the anxiety and 
dread that have become the 
stock-in-trade and lingua franca 
of Trumpism.

Across the country, Trumpist 
fear-mongering is rampant as 

In the Tideland ...
See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

Chilling take of Hammocks Beach and ‘‘dem bones,’ Page 9
Sand Ridge is featured in It’s Elementary, Page 10

Swansboro’s 

candlelight 

shopping 

event moves

Swansboro town leaders are 
accepting nominations for the 
annual Samuel Swann Bland 
Outstanding Service Award.

This award honors the dili-
gence, hard work, leadership, 
and dedication that character-
ized the outstanding contribu-
tions of Sam Bland, the former 
superintendent of Hammocks 
Beach State Park.

Nominations will be accept-
ed through Nov. 9.

For information call (910) 
326-4288.

Bland Award

Names sought

(See VOTE, page �)

(See PROGRAM, page �)

Amelia Dees-Killette

N.C. Department of 
Natural and Cultural Re-
sources Secretary Susi 
Hamilton, right, appears 
to shy away from Bolt, the 
eastern screech owl in the 
care of Michelle Van Hove 
of the N.C. Aquarium at 
Pine Knoll Shores. The 
pair was visiting Ham-
mocks Beach State Park 
on Tuesday, Oct. 30, to 
meet with the Swansboro 
Elementary School chil-
dren that had been taking 
part in “pop-up” classes 
at the park for the past 
six weeks or so. (Williams 
photos)

Park visitor

By Jimmy Williams

In the 73 years it has 
existed, Caspers Marina has 
been through some significant 
storms. Hurricane Florence will 
no doubt go down in history as 
ranking with the worst of them.

“Basically, we have been out 
of business since Sept. 11,” said 
Susan Casper.

That is bad for not only the 
business but also for the town, 
as Caspers is one of the top 
two taxpayers in the town, just 
behind the telephone company, 
according to Casper.

She and her husband W.T. 
own the riverfront business 
on Water Street at the foot of 
Broad Street. Started by W.T.’s 
father, Bill, in 1945, Susan and 
W.T. have been the proprietors 
since 1970.

She compared the recent 
hurricane to Hurricane Hazel 
– the monster storm of 1954 
– and said Florence may be 
worse.

“For one thing, there’s more 
people,” she said. “And Hazel 
did not hang around.”

Hurricane Florence came 
ashore in southeastern North 
Carolina at a painfully slow 
speed, dumping more than 35 
inches of rain on Swansboro 
and creating tropical-storm con-
ditions over a three- or four-day 
period.

“In my opinion, Florence 
was worse,” Casper said.

While there was significant 
damage in Swansboro from 
Hazel – the marina’s docks 
were lost, several riverfront 
homes had to be moved to 
higher ground and a Front 
Street restaurant was destroyed 
– Florence dealt a significant 
blow to far more homes and 
businesses, according to Casper.

She said she recalled her 
family riding out Hazel in her 
home, built in 1911, on Main 
Street.

“Early in the evening, the 
house started shaking and my 
daddy was afraid the roof was 
going to come off. He said, ‘We 
have to get out of here and go 
to the shelter.’ The shelter was 
the elementary school.

“We walked in and went 
into the auditorium. We sat 
there in the auditorium seats 
until the next morning and went 
home.”

A schoolgirl at the time, 
Casper said she was back in 
school within a day or two.

In the aftermath of Florence, 
which shut down schools on 
Sept. 11, schools in Onslow 
County have just started to 
reopen with some closed until 
Nov. 5.

Florence – and the fallout 
from Florence – has dealt a 
similarly harsh blow to Caspers 
Marina.

“We lost our docks,” Casper 

Caspers 

Marina 

rebuilding 

after storm 

(See COMING, page �)

Storm stories


