
75¢

Rain is likely both 
days this weekend. The 
highs will be in the low-
80s and the lows in the 
mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Logan Hawks, who is a 
student in Issa Platt’s 
first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Chris Burns is moving to super trucks

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Multi-vehicle wreck on Thursday results in one person’s death, Page 5

Onslow County Sheriff’s Office task force approved for grant, Page 9

Students at SES share details on how they prepared for school, Page 10

Charles P. Jacobi, 
98, received a special 
gift on Saturday, Sept. 
5, from the American 
Legion Riders Chap-

WW II vet 

honored

Commentary

Republican 

‘Dixiecrat’ 

repetition 

possible
By D.G. Martin

“We didn’t leave our 
party. It left us.”

Back in 1984 when I 
was running for Congress, 
I ran into older people who 
explained why they could 
not support me, saying, “I 
didn’t leave the Democratic 
Party. It left me.”

Even in those days, the 
Democratic Party still had 
many conservatives who 
were loyal adherents. They 
had grown up in the times 
when the Democratic Party 
was more conservative than 
the other party. Some of 
those older Democrats were 
slow to give up their heri-
tage and break away from 
the group in which they 
grew up.

But as the support in the 
Democratic Party for school 
desegregation, voting 
rights, Civil Rights, equal 
treatment in the workplace, 

and expanding the role of 
government in providing 
public resources to meet the 
needs of poor and under-
served communities were 
viewed with skepticism by 
once loyal Democrats.

Republicans responded 
with a “southern strategy” 
that played to these con-
cerns and, more and more, 
as time passed, former 
Democrats left their party. 
“I didn’t leave my party. It 
left me.”

Even after more than 
35 years I remember that 
refrain.

Today, in the age 
of Trump, some North 
Carolina Republicans are, 
with regret, leaving their 
party, explaining, “I didn’t 
leave my party. It left me.”

In the Aug. 24 edition 
of The New Yorker, Peter 
Slevin wrote about three 

Spay, neuter 

encouraged

Lois Morrison, a strong advo-
cate for spaying and neutering, has 

taken in a couple of the neighbor-
hood puppies. (Pete Rulon photo)

By Zack Nally

There’s no denying a mother’s intu-
ition, even in a canine.

That’s all that can describe the behav-
ior of a female hound dog in the River 
Oaks Plantation area of Stella. The 
“mama” dog has developed a touching 
reputation for leaving her unattended 

puppies on the doorsteps of neighbors in 
hopes of finding them a permanent home.

The endeavor doesn’t always pan 
out, but sometimes she finds an empa-
thetic soul or two. She found one in Lois 
Morrison, who has taken in two puppies 
– 2-year-old Jasper and 1-month-old 

(See PARTY, page �)
(See FINDING, page �)

Parks 

begin 

opening
Swansboro will 

continue reopening 
parks and recreation 
facilities, following Gov. 
Roy Cooper issuing 
Executive Order 163.

Playgrounds and 
bathrooms at Municipal 
Park, Pineland Park 
and Pirates Den were 
reopened on Saturday, 
Sept 5. Also as of 
Sept. 5, the Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
Department began 
accepting reservations 
for outdoor facilities.

The Swansboro 
Recreation Center will 
be reopened on Monday, 
Sept. 14, as will the fit-
ness room, for up to 30 
percent capacity.

Also on Sept 14, the 
department will begin 
accepting reservations 
for indoor facilities.

The Recreation 
Center hours will be 
Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-
5 p.m., and Saturday, 8 
a.m.-noon.

ter 265 of Jacksonville, photo upper left, led by Jacobi’s son Buddy, pic-
tured with his father in photo upper right. The World War II veteran, who 
served in all nine campaigns of the war, earned The Silver Star and four 
Bronze Stars, according to Buddy, who lives in Bogue. The American 
Legion Riders presented the medals Jacobi earned framed in a shadow 
box, photo at right. Jacobi, a resident of The Cottages of Swansboro, 
is in hospice, which allowed the visit under the COVID-19 restrictions. 
About 15 riders took part. (Pete Rulon photos)

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro commissioners 
have agreed to seek a state grant 
that would link the Dock Walk at 
Bicentennial Park with the town’s 
public dock at Moore Street.

If approved, the grant would 
pay for building a 12-foot-wide 
wooden walkway from the park’s 
concrete walk, downriver 150 feet, 
according to information from 
Chris Seaberg, town manager.

Part of a decades-old idea 
known as the Dock Walk, the proj-
ect under consideration is a partner-

ship between the town and Randy 
Swanson, owner of the property 
that the proposed Dock Walk would 
cross.

Years ago, the town officials 
proposed building a walkway from 
the former Swansboro school build-
ing, now a multi-family housing 
complex, downriver past Casper’s 
Marina and all the way to Ward 
Shore Park. At the time, Casper’s 
was the only site in town open for 
overnight docking.

The project foundered though 
because owners of residential 
property, primarily, were reluc-

tant to allow a public “sidewalk” 
to pass between the edge of their 
property and the river. Over time, 
the area known as the Swansboro 
Historic District, was rezoned to 
include commercial. In the area 
now zoned Business-1 Historic 
District Overlay, residences are 
allowed only if they are secondary 
to a business. The idea behind the 
change was that with a business as 
the primary function of a property, 
the public sidewalk on the water 
would be welcome.

Swanson, owner of Icehouse 
Waterfront Restaurant, which is 

in the process of being rebuilt fol-
lowing destruction during 2018’s 
Hurricane Florence, and The Boro 
Restaurant, is keen on the idea of 
a public walkway linking his busi-
nesses to Bicentennial Park.

The restaurants are on the 
river at Moore Street. Fortunately, 
Swanson also owns the prop-
erty between Moore Street and 
Bicentennial Park. That property, 
the historic Mattocks House, is in 
use by Pogie’s Fishing Center.

Swanson said he considers 

Town to seek walk grant
Partnership would link park, Moore Street

(See GRANT, page �)

The Friends of the 
Hammocks and Bear Island 
is once again offering 
marsh cruises.

The nearly 2-hour 
interpretive tours are 
offered each Wednesday 
and Saturday at 1:30 p.m., 
Sept. 9-Nov. 25. The cruise 
departs from the Hammocks 
Beach State Park Visitor 
Center.

Social distancing and 
face-covering rules are 
in place. Registration is 
required.

Call (910) 326-4881 for 
information.

Marsh cruise


