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T deland News

The Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners will meet in 
special sessions twice in the 
next two weeks.

Commissioners will meet 
on Friday, Jan. 4, at 5:30 
p.m. in the Swansboro Town 
Hall Community Room.

The meeting is to discuss 
plans to hire a manager to 
replace Scott Chase, who 
submitted his resignation last 
month in order to take a job 
in Holly Springs. 

Then, on Thursday, Jan. 
17, the commissioners will 
meet in a joint session with 
the Swansboro Planning 
Board at 6 p.m. at town hall.

Officials will discuss 
planning efforts on three 
issues: herbal supplements 
and cannabis oil sales, tem-
porary signs, and recom-
mended 2019 work plan. 

The work plan involves 
the planning board recom-
mendation of specific areas 
of work for 2019, based on 
the Land Use Plan imple-
mentation measures.

The meeting will be in the 
Community Room.

Like all town meetings, 
these are open to the public.

Special 

meetings

By Jimmy Williams

For his graduation project – required of 
all of Onslow County’s high school seniors 
– Austin Comeaux created a tribute to his 
grandfather, Joe Wellspeak, who died March 4, 
2014, at age 55.

With help from his neighbor, Paul Paliughi, 
Comeaux built a surfboard-like table, 29 inches 
by 63 inches.

“It just seemed like the ideal way to carry 
on the legacy of my grandfather,” the young 
man said. “He was into anything to do with the 
ocean.” That included sailing, SCUBA diving 
and fishing.”

The project impressed Helen Gross, in 
her first year as principal at Swansboro High 
School. She liked the fact that his inspiration 
for the surfboard was his grandfather.

“His grandpa was his best friend and Austin 
was his shadow,” she said. “He shared his 
love for the ocean and all it has to offer with 
Austin.”

Gross, who previously served as princi-
pal at Swansboro Middle School, said that 
Wellspeak, a Swansboro native, succumbed to 

colon cancer. She also said that Comeaux told 
her the project would honor his grandfather 
and would “capture our memories together.”

Comeaux said he turned to Paliughi, owner 
of The Cabinet Shop in Morehead City, for 
assistance in the project. He said that Paliughi 
– another avid lover of ocean sports – was 
Wellspeak’s friend.

Comeaux was born in Louisiana but moved 
to Swansboro when he was only months old. 
For as long as he can remember, he would be 
in his grandfather’s company, learning about 
and enjoying life at the edge of the ocean. He 
credits those experiences with his grandfather 
for helping him develop a love of the water.

“We’d go out – he had a good-sized cata-
maran – we’d go sailing on that,” the young 
man said. “He was like my best friend. We’d 
go on trips.”

Wellspeak had a friend in Florida and the 
pair would take weekend trips to SCUBA dive 
down there.

These days, Comeaux said his favorite 
activities are surfing and fishing, thanks to 
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be partly sunny with 
highs in the low-50s and 
lows in the upper-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Colin 
Bird, a student in Debi 
Constable’s first grade 
class at Sand Ridge 
Elementary School.

By Kevin J. Rogers 

You must admit: Sen. Thom 
Tillis is in a tough spot. After 
saying time after time that the 
Affordable Care Act is the root 
of virtually all that is wrong in 
the world, and voting repeat-
edly to repeal it, Tillis now 
finds himself face-to-face with 
an electorate that supports the 
ACA, and overwhelmingly sup-
ports provisions such as one 
that prohibits insurance com-
panies from denying coverage 
based on preexisting conditions.

So, what’s a conservative 
senator in a purple state com-
ing up for election in 2020 to 
do? If you’re Tillis, it seems the 
answer is to mislead his con-
stituents while giving insurance 
companies exactly what they 
want.

This summer, Tillis was the 
primary sponsor of a bill that, 
at least at first glance, seems 
to protect Americans from the 
predatory practice of denying 
health insurance based on pre-
existing health conditions. The 
bill even mimics the text of the 
ACA, saying the denial of cov-
erage based on “health status, 
medical condition (including 
both physical and mental ill-
nesses), claims experience, 

receipt of health care, medical 
history, genetic information, 
evidence of insurability (includ-
ing conditions arising out of 
acts of domestic violence), 
disability, [or] any other health 
status-related factor determined 
appropriate by the Secretary (of 
Health and Human Services),” 
is prohibited.

Sounds great, right? But 
the problems with the bill 
start when you realize what 
it doesn’t say. What this bill 
does not prohibit, for example, 
is offering a cancer survivor 
a plan that simply does not 
cover cancer. It also would not 
prohibit an insurance company 
from offering that same can-
cer survivor a plan that covers 
cancer-related treatments, but 
happens to cost that person 
100 times what it would cost a 
cancer-free applicant. In other 
words, it completely strips out 
the actual protections for those 
with pre-existing conditions, 
and allows insurance companies 
to set the rules. It’s a return to 
the bad old days.

More than 50 million 
Americans have something 
in their medical histories that 
could disqualify them from 

In the Tideland ...
See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

‘Toys from Tiaras’ makes Christmas merry for many, Page 9
Queens Creek featured this week in It’s Elementary, Page 10

Commission 

planning 

two special 

meetings

(See MISLEADING, page �)

(See TABLE, page �)

Ward Shore loses ground
Panelist 

is upset 

by delay
By Jimmy Williams

The public will have a chance 
to comment on a plan to alter the 
traffic pattern at Swansboro’s 
Ward Shore Park. The small 
park is on the White Oak River 
near the end of Water Street 
where it meets Elm Street.

Commissioners have sched-
uled a Jan. 8 hearing on the plan 
to change Water Street traffic in 
the area of the park to one-way.

The change is part of a larger 
project to reduce the amount of 
hard surface on that section of 
street – roughly between Spring 
Street and Elm Street – in order 
to reduce the amount of storm-
water runoff that reaches the 
White Oak River at the park, 
according to Scott Chase, town 
manager.

Commissioner Brent Hatles-
tad, who has advocated for that 
park for the past year, said last 
week that the time to act is now. 
And, he added, the plan on the 
table may not go far enough to 
save the park.

The one-way street plan was 
one of three submitted for con-
sideration at the Nov. 27 meet-
ing of the town commission. A 
definitive plan is needed for the 
town to proceed with an appli-
cation for a Section 319 Grant. 
Through that program, federal 

funds administered by the state 
are available to the town for 
stormwater mitigation projects 
because Swansboro has in place 
a watershed restoration plan. 
In April 2018, commissioners 
unanimously agreed to pursue 
the 319 funds to reduce runoff 
at the park. At the time, the ac-
tual plan was not required.

The other two plans included 
either eliminating as much of 

the street as legally possible 
or leaving the street as it is 
but adding permeable park-
ing. There was some support 
for eliminating the street but 
the four commissioners in at-
tendance – Frank Tursi was not 
available – chose the one-way 
option.

It was important to the panel 
that the public be allowed input 
on the proposal, according to 

Chase. Thus, the town sched-
uled the public hearing for the 
regular commissioners’ meeting 
of Tuesday, Jan. 8. The meeting 
will be in the Swansboro Town 
Hall Community Room and be-
gins at 6 p.m.

“The board wants feedback 
on the one-way street modifica-
tion,” Chase said. “We want to 
make sure no one out there dis-
agrees with it.”

The N.C. Division of Envi-
ronmental Quality has already 
approved funding for the proj-
ect, according to Chase. The 
project is estimated to cost 
$67,323.

“It’s going to be funded,” 
Chase said.

The project is a “phase two” 
effort at the park. Phase one is 

Austin Comeaux’s graduation proj-
ect is a surfboard table, which he built 

in memory of his grandfather. (Photo 
contributed)

These photos, submitted by Commissioner Brent 
Hatlestad, show some of the issues that plague Ward 
Shore Park. The photo at left shows a sinkhole creat-
ed during heavy rains spawned by Hurricane Florence 
and, in the background, motorists parking on the grass, 

which helps lead to even more erosion of the water-
front park. The photo at right illustrates the problem 
with traffic leaving the hard surface of the road, creat-
ing more opportunity for the park’s hillside to wash into 
the White Oak River. 

(See PARK, page �)

The Emerald Isle Card and 
Games Party, the club’s annual 
fundraiser, will be Wednesday, 
Feb. 27, at the Emerald Isle 
Recreation Center.

Proceeds from the event sup-
port the club’s ongoing commu-
nity service and beautification 
projects.

For more information or to 
purchase tickets, call (252) 764-
0420.

Card Party


