
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!
• Peletier eyes cutoff time for racing

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Commissioners OK with noise ordinance as rewritten, Page 10
SHS soccer team climbing to near-.500 mark with wins, Page 11

White Oak is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 12
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Swansboro will elect 
four commissioners this 
year.

Under normal cir-
cumstances, three of the 
five commissioners are 
elected every two years 
with the top two finish-
ers serving four-year 
terms and the candidate 
finishing third serv-
ing a two-year term. 
This allows for voters 
to choose a majority of 
the board every election 
cycle.

But this year, there 
is a special election to 
choose a replacement 
commissioner as the 
result of a resignation.

The mayor serves a 
four-year term but only 
has a vote in the case of 
tie. The current mayor’s 
term ends in 2021.

While Election Day 
is Nov. 5, registered vot-
ers have the opportunity 
to vote in advance of 
that day.

According to infor-
mation provided by the 
board of elections, dead-
lines for the upcoming 
municipal elections are:

• Absentee ballots are 
available with Oct. 29 
the last day to request 
an absentee ballot, by 5 
p.m.

• Voter registration or 
party affiliation change 
deadline is Oct. 11 at 5 
p.m.

• One-stop voting 
will begin Oct. 16. One-
stop voting will end 
Nov. 2 at 1 p.m. One-
stop voting sites will be 
determined.

• Absentee ballots 
will be accepted through 
Nov. 5 at 5 p.m., unless 
they are mailed.

• Polls will open 
Election Day at 6:30 
a.m. and will close at 
7:30 p.m.

• The board of elec-
tions phone number is 
(910) 455-4484.
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Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather forecast is 
very nice: sunshine, 
with highs in the low-
80s and lows in the 
upper-60s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by Antwan Lavell 
Pearson, a student 
in Julie Reed’s first 
grade at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

Election 

information

Commentary

Trunk, Treat 

at state park 

could use 

volunteers 

Queens Creek 

finds a ‘sister’
Over the summer, Elaine Justice, 

principal of Queens Creek Elementary 
School, traveled to Cantemir, Moldova, 
a community with which the Swansboro 
school has forged a partnership.

While there, she met with the city’s 
mayor, who provided a gift for John 
Davis, mayor of Swansboro. Justice 

presented that gift during the Aug. 27 
meeting of the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners.

Her comments follow ...
Good evening! I am here this eve-

ning to present to Mayor John Davis 

By Mary Ellen Yanich

In 2010 Hammocks 
Beach State Park launched 
an end-of-season event to 
say “Thank You” to the 
community for its support 
of the park. It was intended 
to provide an opportunity 
for folks to come together 
for an afternoon of fellow-
ship, fun, and a celebration 
of all the good things we 
share.

Since the ferry season 
ends on the last Sunday 
of October it was only 
logical to make the event a 
Trunk or Treat Halloween 
Bash. Local businesses, 
area public service agen-
cies and individuals were 
invited to decorate their 
vehicles and hand out treats 
in a safe, family-oriented 
environment. There were 

also games, costume con-
tests, and a chance for kids 
of all ages to dress up and 
have fun! It was a great 
success and became an 
annual event. Each year 
new attractions were added, 
and attendance increased. 
As Trunk or Treat grew so 
did community involvement 
and support. Trunk or Treat 
became a tradition everyone 
looked forward to.

Unfortunately, in 2018 
Hurricane Florence and the 
resulting damage forced 
cancelation of the event. No 
one was more disappointed 
than park personnel who 
had hoped to provide some-
thing special to lift the spir-
its of the area communities 
in the aftermath of the dev-
astating storm. However, 
(See TRUNK, page �)

(See GIFT, page �)

CycleNC cycles through Swansboro
Nearly a thousand 

visitors rolled through 
Swansboro on Satur-
day morning as Cycle 
NC made its final stop 
before concluding in 
Atlantic Beach that 
evening. Among the 
900 riders was Gene 
Helbig of Southport, 
pictured in top photo 
taking a “selfie.” He 
was among a group 
of riders who raised 
about $5,000 for the 
Jack Helbig Memorial 
Foundation. Named 
for Helbig’s grandson, 
who drowned, the 
foundation provides 
water safety swim 
lessons in Bruns-
wick County. In lower 
photo, Sisters Moody 
Sands, left, and Maddie Kirkpatrick, hand 
out snacks to the riders at Swansboro’s Olde 
Towne Square while Wild Honey plays on the 
stage. The sisters volunteered with the seven-
day ride, which starts in the mountains and 

By Jimmy Williams

The 65th annual 
Swansboro Mullet Festival 
of North Carolina will take 
place this weekend, primar-
ily on Oct. 12 and 13.

For the past two years 
the event has been co-
hosted by the Swansboro 
Festivals Committee and 
the town of Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
Department. Although the 
festival still relies on vol-
unteers, the department has 
absorbed most of the opera-
tion. 

Inside today’s Tideland 
News is a special section on 
the weekend event. Please 
make sure to check that 
out once you have finished 
reading this article!

Folks planning to attend 
the Mullet Festival should 
be aware of a couple of 
things.

First of all, there is an 
event planned for Friday 
evening, “The Blessing of 
the Fleet.”

“The Blessing of the 
Fleet is back,” said Robby 
Fellows recreation pro-
grams supervisor with the 
town.

The event, introduced a 
few years ago, was skipped 
in last year’s festival, as 
it had to be rescheduled 
due to Hurricane Florence. 

ends several days later on the coast each year. 
They traveled the distance providing support 
at each stop. Swansboro has been a stop on 
the annual ride for a number of years. (Williams 
photos)

65th 

town 

event 

on tap 
Mullet 

Festival 

Oct. 11-13

Elaine Justice, front left, is pic-
tured with local schoolchildren 

during her trip to Cantemir, Mol-
dova. (Photo contributed)

(See FEST, page �)


