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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar
Tammie Gillikin, Otway
Mattie Graham, Beaufort
Terrance Henry, Beaufort
Dora Morton, Hubert
Jesse Morton, Newport

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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FARMING AFTER FLORENCE

With help, longtime 
farm stand returns

With the help of granddaughters, from left, Monica Hill and Brooke Adamski, Sherry Guthrie, owner of Guthrie Farm Produce, 
stocks her farm stand June 19 in Bogue. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Swimmer’s 
family turns 
tragedy into 

mission
Parents of drowning victim
spread safety message

Emerald Isle 
launches junior
lifeguard class

Beaufort talks
future storm
preparations

Brooke Adamski, granddaughter of Sherry 
Guthrie, owner of Guthrie Farm Produce in Bogue, 
sorts tomatoes June 19 at the family’s produce 
stand. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Hurricane Season 2019

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The town fire department 
wants area officials and residents alike to prepare 
for the possibility of another hurricane making 
landfall.

Speaking with Beaufort commissioners during 
their Monday evening work session in the town 
hall conference room, Acting Fire Chief Tony 
Ray talked about the town’s emergency response 
plans. 

“The plan is a guide to the town of Beaufort, 
from different departments, addressing the pre-
paredness, response, reentry and the recovery 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — The town’s 
new junior lifeguard training program 
– designed to educate children about 
beach safety and bolster future lifeguard 
recruitment – will begin with two four-
day sessions in July.

According to Capt. Bill Mathias of 
the town fire department, which runs the 
lifeguard program, the new program is 
a joint venture of his department, which 
is headed by Chief Bill Walker, and the 
town parks and recreation department, 
headed by Alesia Sanderson.

The sessions will be Monday-
Thursday, July 15-18 and July 22-25.

The first session is for ages 9 through 
12 and the second is for ages 13-17. 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

EMERALD ISLE — At 3 p.m. 
Sunday in the back courtyard of The 
Trading Post restaurant, John Merical of 
Wake Forest closed his 
eyes during a moment 
of silence and tightly 
gripped the hand of the 
person standing next to 
him.

John Merical was 
wearing a yellow T-
shirt, emblazoned with 
the words “DON’T 
FIGHT THE RIP, 
FLOAT WITH IT.”

Just a few minutes 
earlier, John Merical 
had been sitting at a table with his wife, 
Suzi, selling the T-shirts to raise money 

PAIGE 
MERICAL

to spread the word about how others can 
avoid the fate of their 17-year-old daugh-
ter, Paige, who lost her life April 26 when 

See Teen / Page 4A

See Lifeguard / Page 4A

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

BOGUE — Despite extreme 
flooding and damage to her home 
and produce stand from Hurricane 
Florence, Sherry Guthrie, owner of 
Guthrie Farm Produce, was deter-
mined to open her stand for the sum-
mer season.

Thanks to her faith and support 
from other county farmers, family 
and friends, Ms. Guthrie was able to 
open the popular stand, famous for 
Bogue Sound watermelons, in time 
for Memorial Day, the official start of 
the summer tourism season.

“This stand has been here for over 
40 years. This is what I’ve known 
and this is what I do,” Ms. Guthrie, 
67, said last week as she helped two 
of her granddaughters stock fresh 
produce in the wooden bins that sit 
under the large canopy familiar to 
travelers along Highway 24.

Ms. Guthrie said thanks to help 
from another local farmer, Herbert 
Page, she was able to get the Bogue 

Sound melons, known for their sweet 
flavor, planted in the fields, but they 
won’t be ready until the Fourth of 
July. In the meantime, other fresh 
produce, such as sweet potatoes, 
tomatoes and collards, fills the bins.

She was quick to say she always 
tries to keep fresh, local produce 
available, but when it’s not yet in 
season in the county she ships fresh 
vegetables in from other locations.

“I am very big on fresh, local pro-
duce and seeing people eat healthy,” 
she said.

Her passion for carrying on the 
legacy of her late husband, Billie 
Guthrie, who founded the Bogue 
Sound Watermelon Growers 
Association, is another driving force 
that helps the determined grandmoth-
er and her family persevere through 
the challenges small family farmers 
face.

While she’s overcome many things, 
including her home flooding during 

See Storm / Page 5A

See Farm / Page 12A

Camp fosters love of science
Academy continues 
Sneeden’s legacy

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

OCEAN — Rising Beaufort Middle 
School seventh-grader Charlie Collins 
searched for marine life Monday in 
Bogue Sound behind Croatan High 
School.

Other students stood along the shore 
listening to N.C. Coastal Federation 
education coordinator Rachel Bisesi 
talk about marsh ecosystems.

The students are among 42 learn-
ing about marine science this week 
at county research institutes, nature 
reserves and on barrier islands dur-
ing the Brad Sneeden Marine Science 
Academy.

The academy offers rising sev-
enth- through ninth-graders a chance 
to learn hands-on marine science from 
scientists and researchers in the field.

Many of the students, such as 
From left, Broad Creek Middle School rising seventh-grader Natasha Barbosa-

Franco and rising East Carteret High School freshman Brianne D’Angelo check out a 
sea plant being held Monday by N.C. Coastal Federation education coordinator Rachel 
Bisesi during the Brad Sneeden Marine Science Academy. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Mary Mobley, Swansboro
Grady Willis, Broad Creek
Ann Rivers, Pine Knoll Shores
John Angell, Morehead City
Claud Wheatly IV, Burlington

See Camp / Page 3A
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