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The weekend weather 
will be sunny but chilly 
with highs in the upper-
40s and lows in the 
upper-30s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Evelyn Crowe, who is 
a student in Issa Platt’s 
first grade class at 
Swansboro Elementary 
School.
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Look inside for the ...
In today’s Tideland News ...

Swansboro’s finest merchants wish you a Merry Christmas!

Tidings, the SACC newsletter is inside today’s Tideland News

Beloved former school board member is mourned, Page 2

Lighting on the waterfront structures behind Pogie’s Fish-
ing Center and the Boro Restaurant and Bar reflect on the 

White Oak River adding to the feeling of Christmas in down-
town Swansboro. (Pete Rulon photo)

Bathed in Christmas light

Commentary

Keep plastics, 

synthetic 

microfibers, 

out of seafood
By Todd Miller

Food is always a big 
part of my family’s holiday 
tradition, whether it’s a 
holiday oyster roast or fresh 
fish caught from Bogue 
Sound.

Like so many of us, I 
think a lot more about what 
I eat these days. In addition 
to trying to eat healthy, I 
worry more and more about 
plastic contamination in 
my seafood. Scientists say 
microplastics are a grow-
ing problem worldwide 
and right here in North 
Carolina.

Scientists tell us that 
microplastics are one of 
the most common types 

of debris found in animals 
and environmental samples. 
Peer reviewed studies show 
that synthetic microfibers 
– a type of plastic smaller 
than a millimeter in length 
and made up of various 
synthetic polymers – are 
found in the waters, fish 
and shellfish sampled just 
about everywhere in the 
world, including in our 
sounds and rivers in coastal 
North Carolina. These 
microfibers now make up 
85 percent of the human-
caused marine debris 
across the globe, accord-
ing to a study published 
in the scientific journal 

SMS honors 

Christmas

Volunteers, from left, Jen 
Gawronski, Heather Landry and 
Tawnda Gillette are packed and 

ready to deliver Christmas gifts 
from the Swansboro Middle col-
lection effort. (Contributed photo)

By Zack Nally

Swansboro Middle School is serving 
as a central hub this winter season for 
three Christmas projects aimed at helping 
families in its community.

The school’s student council headed 

up its annual can and coin drive, the 
Parent-Teacher Organization created the 
first-ever Operation Christmas Blessings 
for six Pirate families and the middle 
school’s annex gym is housing the pres-

(See PLASTICS, page �)
(See COMMUNITY, page �)

Holiday 

schedule 

in effect
Citizens need to pre-

pare for the Christmas 
and New Year holidays 
and changing schedules.

Swansboro Town 
Hall and Swansboro 
Recreation Center 
will close at 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 23, 
and remain closed Dec. 
24 and 25 in observance 
of Christmas. Town hall 
and the Rec Center will 
also be closed on Friday, 
Jan. 1, 2021, for New 
Year’s Day.

As a reminder town 
hall operates by appoint-
ment only and citizens 
are encouraged to utilize 
online services where 
available.

Onslow County offic-
es in Jacksonville, also 
open on a limited basis, 
will be closed Dec. 24, 
25 and 28 for Christmas; 
and Jan. 1 for New Year.

The Swansboro 
Branch Library will be 
closed Dec. 24-28 and 
Jan. 1.

The U.S. Post 
Office will be closed on 
Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day.

The landfill conve-
nience sites in Onslow 
County will be closed on 
Dec. 25 and Jan. 1.

The Swansboro ABC 
store will close early on 
Dec. 24, at 6 p.m., and 
be closed on Christmas 
Day and New Year’s 
Day.

Financial institution 
schedules vary. Some 
will close Dec. 24 and 
25, some will close early 
on Christmas Eve and be 
closed Christmas Day. 
All will be closed New 
Year’s Day.

Bland Award 2020
Historian Amelia Dees-Killette honored

By Jimmy Williams

The 2020 Samuel 
Swann Bland Community 
Service Award recipient 
has the distinction of con-
tinually looking backward 
as she is going forward 
in her efforts to improve 
Swansboro.

Ameilia Dees-Killette 
accepted the award in 
a virtual forum during 
the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners meeting 
on Monday, Dec. 14. The 
award is given annually by 
the town commissioners. 
(See related article.)

The Swansboro woman, 
whose roots run deep in the 
Friendly City by the Sea, is 
president of the Swansboro 
Historical Association and 
is a member of the SHA 
Board of Directors.

Though Dees-Killette 
was not born in Swansboro 
and did not grow up here, 
she spent much of her youth 
with her maternal grand-
mother, visiting for holidays 
and summers, developing a 
love for the town that was 
founded in 1783.

The town’s past – which 
she said in accepting the 
award on Dec. 14, can 
be “sensed” – must have 
seeped into her as she 
eventually became a history 
professor.

Dees-Killette’s grand-
mother, Amelia Smith 
Canady, was the daughter 
of Robert Lee Smith, a boat 
builder and lead carpenter 
on many of the buildings in 
Swansboro built between 
1890 and 1940, “a signifi-

Amelia Dees-Killette displays the 
2020 Samuel Swann Bland Com-
munity Service Award plaque. She 

is pictured in the Swansboro Area 
Heritage Center. (Photo courtesy 
of Larry Philpott)(See FREQUENT, page �)


