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T deland News

The town of Swansboro’s 
August meeting schedule in-
cludes …

• Aug. 6: Swansboro Plan-
ning Board will not meet in 
regular session as there is no 
business to consider.

• Aug. 7: The Land Use 
Plan Update Committee 
will meet in special ses-
sion as part of the Visioning 
Open House Workshop at 
Swansboro Town Hall, 4-7 
p.m. The drop-in meeting, 
with childcare and a refresh-
ments, is open to the public. 
The committee’s regularly 
scheduled meeting on Aug. 9 
has been canceled.

• Aug. 14: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session at 6 
p.m. in town hall.

• Aug. 15: Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation Board 
meets in regular session at 
6 p.m. at Swansboro Recre-
ation Center.

• Aug. 21: The historic 
preservation commission 
meets in regular session (if 
necessary) at 6 p.m. in town 
hall.

• Aug. 28: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session at 6 
p.m. in town hall.

• The Swansboro Board of 
Adjustment meets as needed.

• The Swansboro Tour-
ism Development Authority 
meets quarterly. The next reg-
ular meeting is Oct. 11. The 
TDA usually meets in town 
hall and the meetings begin at 
2:30 p.m.

• The Onslow County 
Board of Commissioners will 
meet in regular sessions this 
month on Monday, Aug. 6, 
and Monday, Aug. 20. The 
meetings begin at 6 p.m. 
and take place at the Onslow 
County Government Cen-
ter, 234 Northwest Corridor 
Blvd. in Jacksonville.

• The Onslow County 
Board of Education meets 
Aug. 7 at Blue Creek Ele-
mentary School. The meeting 
begins at 6:30 p.m.
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By Sascha Rosin 

Brian Vic, a ranger at Hammocks Beach 
State Park and known lover of minivans, made 
himself available recently to explain what goes 
on behind the scenes to keep the state park run-
ning.

Vic has been a park ranger for six years, and 
has served at Hammocks Beach for the past 
2-1/2 years.

In his words …
I am from the Chicago, Ill., area, as well as 

the Salisbury area, and I grew up in both con-
currently.

I started as a park ranger in Larimer County, 
which is in northern Colorado. I ended up in 
Eastern North Carolina through a large series of 
applications throughout the country. In order to 
maintain full-time status of park ranger I put in 
for parks everywhere from Olympia, Wash., to 
Hammocks Beach State Park.

The physical makeup of Hammocks Beach 
State Park helps to set it apart. You’re not going 
to find many other state parks – either in the 
North Carolina State Park system or other state 
park systems – that are composed of islands 
and mainland.

A typical day at Hammocks Beach depends 
on the season. Honestly there is no “typical 
day” as a park ranger. You never know what 
you’re going to get. But here, since we are 
composed of four islands as well as the main-
land, we deal with any technicalities or issues 
under different areas, or also work during those 
busy seasons to meet the expectations visitors 
have for Bear Island, which is very important.

I grew up going to Topsail Island as a kid. 
We would go two to three times a year, since 
we were only a few hours away.

My favorite part about this job is that I’m 
able to raise my son in a place that meant so 
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be partly sunny with 
highs in the low-80s and 
lows in the mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Jayden Willison, who 
was a student in Kim 
Mauser’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.

By Frank Tursi

We’ll have a public meeting 
next week on our new land-use 
plan.

After you stop yawning, I 
hope you’ll read on because the 
meeting is important. This up-
dated plan will shape the future 
of our town, and the meeting 
gives you an opportunity to 
shape the plan.

The meeting will be Tuesday 

at town hall, starting at 4 p.m. 
You can drop in any time before 
7 p.m. Town officials and the 
consultants we hired to help us 
will be on hand to explain the 
process and get your ideas about 
the type of development you’d 
like to see and where you would 
like it to go. We’ll even have 
food available and activities to 
keep the kids occupied.

In the Tideland ...
Look inside for the Tidings, the SACC monthly newsletter
Swansboro TDA looks for way to expand rental fee, Page 9

See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

(See RANGER, page �)(See SHAPING, page �)
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VCaps process 

identifies town 

assets at risk
By Jimmy Williams

Never let it be said that 
Swansboro has failed to plan. 
Recently – and currently – the 
town has approved or been in-
volved in the Economic Devel-
opment Strategic Plan, a Joint 
Land-Use Study and the Com-
prehensive Land-Use Plan Up-
date. But perhaps most impor-
tant is the VCaps (Vulnerability 
Consequences and Adaptation 
Planning Scenario) Process.

The VCaps process, which 
involves some impressive par-
ticipants, will provide the best 
picture possible of where and 
how badly high-water events 
could impact Swansboro, ac-
cording to Andrea Correll, town 
planner. It will provide, in her 
word, “Awareness.”

Joining Swansboro in the 
process are the N.C. Division 
of Coastal Management, N.C. 
State University’s Sea Grant, 
the N.C. Coastal Federation and 
the Nature Conservancy. It is an 
impressive lineup, according to 
Frank Tursi, Swansboro’s mayor 
pro-tem and a member of the 
VCaps process committee.

The team came together in 
May, following a conference call 
among the principals, accord-
ing to Correll. The decision to 
undertake what Correll referred 
to as an “an abbreviated VCaps” 
was made on June 30.

The study is taking place in 
conjunction with Swansboro’s 
Comprehensive Land-Use Plan 
Update. The plan is required of 
local governments in the state’s 
20 coastal counties under the 
state’s Coastal Area Manage-
ment Act. (See related story.)

“We have asked for the ab-
breviated VCaps process to 

focus on wetlands,” Correll 
said. “CAMA would like to use 
this model in the future for all 
CAMA land-use updates.”

This study is taking place at 
no cost to the town, according 
to Tursi, who is also chairman 
of the Comprehensive Land-Use 
Plan Update Committee. And 
that is important.

“We could never pay for 
this study on our own,” he said. 
“We don’t have the money.” He 
credited Gov. Roy Cooper for 
encouraging this type of plan-
ning and preparation in coastal 
communities. “I commend the 
governor’s office and the Divi-
sion of Coastal Management.”

According to Correll, goals of 
the VCaps include:

• Determine the factors that 
make Swansboro vulnerable to 
high water;

• Explore adaptation and 
mitigation practices that may be 
used to offset negative impacts 
of sea-level rise at a local scale;

• Obtain scientific informa-
tion to enable effective decision-
making to address threats posed 
by sea-level rise;

• Identify areas vulnerable to 
sea-level rise;

‘CAMA would 
like to use this 

model in the fu-

ture for all CAMA 
land-use updates.’

Andrea Correll

(See ASSETS, page �)

With Christa Liana 
wielding the scissors and 
razor, Allen Whitney of 
Stella settled in for what 
turned out to be “a close 
shave” during a St. Bal-
drick’s Foundation benefit 
on Saturday, July 28. He 
was among several folks 
who made a donation 
for childhood cancer re-
search, all of whom ended 
up with a bald head. 
Zackary Baker, 8, son of 
Kelly and Rob Baker of 
Swansboro, organized 
the fundraiser, which took 
place to honor the mem-
ory of a friend of Zackary. 
For more on the story, turn 
to page 2. (Rulon photos)

Close shave


