
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!

• Look inside for ...

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

VOLUME 41, NUMBER 3                    SWANSBORO, NORTH CAROLINA                                     SEPTEMBER 25, 2019

T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Look inside for Tidings, the chamber of commerce newsletter
Waterline break and repair forces businesses to close, Page 5

Sand Ridge is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 10
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The town of Swans-
boro’s October meeting 
schedule includes …

• Oct. 7: The Swans-
boro Planning Board 
meets in regular session 
at 6 p.m. in the Swans-
boro Town Hall Commu-
nity Room.

• Oct. 8: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session 
at 6 p.m. in the Swans-
boro Town Hall Commu-
nity Room.

• Oct. 15: The 
Swansboro Historic 
Preservation 
Commission meets in 
regular session at 6 p.m. 
in town hall.

• Oct. 16: Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
Board meets in regu-
lar session at 6 p.m. at 
Swansboro Recreation 
Center.

• Oct. 22: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session 
at 6 p.m. in the Swans-
boro Town Hall Commu-
nity Room.

• The Swansboro 
Tourism Development 
Authority meets quar-
terly.

• The Swansboro 
Board of Adjustment 
meets as needed.

• The Swansboro 
Flood Management Ap-
peals Board meets as 
needed.

Other Onslow County 
meetings of interest in-
clude …

• The Onslow County 
Board of Commission-
ers will meet in regular 
sessions this month on 
Monday, Oct. 7, and 
Monday, Oct. 21. The 
meetings begin at 6 p.m. 
and take place at the 
Onslow County Govern-
ment Center, 234 North-
west Corridor Blvd. in 
Jacksonville.

75¢

Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather forecast is 
mostly sunny, with 
highs in the mid-80s 
and lows in the low-
70s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by Celina Andrus, 
a student in Ashley 
Gallagher’s first 
grade at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

October 

meeting 

schedule

Commentary

Trade war 

producing 

problems

for economy
Make change 

touts message
By Jimmy Williams

Inspired by the song “Bully,” an 
organization has formed in Swansboro to 
make a change in the way we treat one 
another.

Amanda Hernandez, founder, said the 
nonprofit Make That Change draws on 
different experiences and situations she 
and her family have encountered person-
ally and indirectly.

“As a mother of boys ranging from 
15 to 8 years old, our family has dis-
cussed and dealt with a variety of sce-
narios including having to explain the 
differences between bullying and being 
(playfully) picked on,” she explained in 
an email. Also a topic of discussion has 
been how to respond to such behaviors 

and explaining why it happens. “It’s very 
hard to explain to a child how others can 
be so cruel when as an adult I struggled 
to understand myself.”

She said she found possible answers 
after seeing a music video by the band 
Victor Spoils of Cincinnati, Ohio, a band 
with which she has a family connection. 

“The song was ‘Bully,’ and it was 
inspired by conversations my sons would 
have with their uncle, the lead singer of 
Victor Spoils,” Hernandez explained. “I 
found myself overwhelmed with emo-
tions when I viewed the music video and 
felt a knocking on my heart that I just 
couldn’t deny. I felt called to be that per-
son who would stand up and make that 

By David Kaplan

The Trump 
Administration continues 
to pursue a trade war with 
China, a war that it is 
losing. The usual results 
appear: trade relationships 
are exacerbated, production 
suffers and labor resources 
are allocated inefficiently. 
Instead of trading produc-
tively, relative productive 
disadvantages are created.

Trump continues to do 
this in the face of evidence 
that these policies are pro-
ducing problems for the 
American economy. For 
example, business taxed 
investment and Gross 
Domestic Product have 
been adversely affected by 
the continual use of tariffs 
to accomplish these goals. 
One of the effects of these 
policies has been to weaken 

the yuan, the Chinese cur-
rency. As it weakens, which 
means it takes reduced 
amounts of foreign curren-
cy to buy it, Chinese poli-
cies have produced increas-
ing tariffs of U.S. goods 
and reduced the tariffs on 
goods imported from other 
countries, thereby making 
it more difficult for U.S. 
goods to enter China.

This is not a new result, 
as protectionist measures, 
such as tariffs, are being 
employed to burden and 
alter free trade policies 
between countries. No 
better example of these 
burdens can be found than 
in the California wine busi-
ness, which has seen dra-
matic increases in surcharg-
es on wine, reports Margot 
Roosevelt in a recent article 
(See TRADE, page �)(See CHANGE, page �)

Making contact a world away

Bill Baker peruses a photo book of Army col-
leagues as his wife Anita looks on. Baker, who 

lives in Stella, served 30 years in the U.S. Army. 
(Mike McHugh photo)

Swansboro United Methodist Church members 

discover they crossed paths years ago, miles away

By Mike McHugh

Sometimes you just 
don’t know how long 
you’ve known somebody.

From a casual conversa-
tion between two friends 
who until then believed 
they had known each other 
for only 10 years or so, the 
octogenarians soon learned 
their relationship took seed 
nearly 60 years ago in a 
foreign land while each was 
serving their country.

Bill Baker and his wife 
of 64 years, Anita, moved 
to Cedar Point in 2008 
after his 30-year career in 
the U.S. Army and a 15-
year stint in academia with 
stops at Phillips University 
in Enid, Okla., where he 
taught psychology, and later 
in the U.S.-Mexican border 
town of McAllen, Texas, 
where for eight years Bill 
taught English to Spanish-
speaking children and 
adults.

The Bakers joined 
Swansboro United 
Methodist Church where 
Bill befriended fellow 
SUMC member Leon Ward 
Sylvester Jr. Sylvester was 
born in Richlands and grad-
uated from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and sometime after 
graduation joined the U.S. 
Air Force.

But their paths crossed 
long before that.

In early January 1958, 

as a young soldier, Baker 
received orders to go to 
Germany. Leaving his bride 
and two sons – they would 
later add a third boy to the 
Baker brood – Baker board-
ed a bus in Enid, Okla., 
bound for Trenton, N.J., 
home to Fort Dix where 
he would be processed 
then placed on a boat for 
his voyage to Germany. 
However, his itinerary hit 

Town 

seeks 

grant
Swansboro 

invited to 

apply for 

sidewalk 

funding
By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro is seeking 
$500,000 in state funds to 
build sidewalks. A formal 
request, by way of a reso-
lution approved Aug. 13, 
has been forwarded to state 
Rep. Phil Shepard and state 
Sen. Harry Brown.

The funding request fol-
lows an April letter penned 
by Mayor John Davis 
apprising Shepard of the 
town’s needs.

“We’re working 
with the state legisla-
tors and they are working 
with the Department of 
Transportation,” Davis said.

The money would come 
out of the state DOT’s bud-
get, according to Davis.

“It’s not part of the state 
budget,” he said.

Commissioners con-
sidered the resolution as 
suggested by Shepard and 
approved it in their meeting 
on Aug. 13. The same item 
had been considered in a 
special meeting on Aug. 6, 
but changes needed to be 
made, according to a memo 
from Paula Webb, assistant 
town manager and town 
clerk.

“Mayor Davis indicates 
after conversation with 
Rep. Shepard he would 
prefer the resolution to only 
request ‘sidewalk improve-
(See FUNDS, page �) (See FRIENDS, page �)


