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Today’s section will provide information 

on the Core Sound Waterfowl Museum 
and Heritage Center’s annual event.
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Eastern Standard Time at Beaufort Bar Edna Brock, Beaufort
Fannie Pittman, Newport

Nellie Hoogendam, Carolina Pines
Judith Salter, Sea Level

Jennie Patterson, Cape Carteret
Henry Brandon, Newport

James Nolen Sr., Beaufort
Sherri Bynum, Morehead City
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BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — Several 
incumbents and a couple new-
comers, all Republicans, filed 
for local seats in the 2020 
elections Monday, the first 
day of the filing period. 

Three sitting county com-
missioners filed for another 
term on the board, Jimmy 
Farrington of District 4, Bob 
Cavanaugh of District 2 and 
Ed Wheatly of District 5

ALL ABOARD

DUML welcomes Shearwater,
preps for voyages

Peletier
officials
take oaths
Bragg set to be 
sworn in Jan. 5

Cedar Point
approves 
free library,
talks park

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

PELETIER — Two reelected incum-
bent town officials were sworn into 
office Monday night for new four-year 
terms, but a third will have to wait until 
January.

Mayor Dale Sowers and Commissioner 
Walter Krause took the oath from Town 
Clerk Bea Cunningham during a brief cer-
emony at the town commission’s monthly 
meeting in town hall off Highway 58.

David Bragg, who was on the board 
the past four years and won reelection 
as a write-in candidate during the Nov. 5 
balloting, hurt his back and was unable to 
attend the meeting.

He’ll be sworn in during the board’s 
Monday, Jan. 5 meeting, which will begin 
at 6:30 p.m. in town hall.

Commissioner Alice Dunn was also 
absent Monday.

Mr. Bragg earlier this year told the 
News-Times he intended to file for reelec-
tion but was out of town and unable to do 
so, failing to meet the filing deadline by 
mere minutes when he faxed in his infor-
mation to the County Board of Elections.

He received 20 write-in votes, while 

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CEDAR POINT — There are no statistics 
to prove it, but town officials believe the new 56-
acre park on the White Oak River is a big hit.

“It’s been a great success,” Commissioner 
John Nash said of the park, which for now is 
a natural area with walking trails, Thursday 
at the board’s meeting at town hall. “I go by 
there three or four times a day and go into it 
once or twice each day and there are always a 
few people there.”

The park opened Nov. 8 on land the town 
bought earlier this year from the N.C. Masons 
for $2.8 million, with most of the money 
coming from a $2.5 million bond referen-
dum approved overwhelmingly by voters in 
November 2018.

It’s intended for passive recreation and to 
serve as a stormwater runoff buffer to protect 

Recovery group searches for more volunteers

From left, homeowner Teresa Terrell of Morehead 
City watches Costa Rican volunteers Hugo Gonzalez, 
Victor Guzman and Wil Bailey prepare to replace 
sheetrock Monday at her home that was damaged dur-
ing Hurricane Florence. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — With 
350 county residents on a waiting list 
for home repairs from damage during 
Hurricane Florence, a volunteer group 
from Costa Rica is in the county this 
week working with the Carteret Long 
Term Recovery Alliance.

“At least half of these cases (still 
on a waiting list) are displaced,” 
Disaster Recovery Director the Rev. 
Robbie Phillips said Monday of fami-
lies. “The other half are living in 
their damaged homes, some in pretty 
bad shape. Others are just in various 
stages of recovery.”

Rev. Phillips said the CLTRA has 
closed 50 cases on homes that needed 
repairs, but there is still a long way 

to go to get residents back in their 
houses, and volunteers and donations 
are needed to help the families.

“As always, we are grateful for 
volunteers. It is particularly meaning-
ful for folks to come all the way from 
Costa Rica. I love partnerships like 
this, we help them, they help us. We 
are working with several large groups 
to come next spring and summer. 
Housing them is a huge issue, because 
they’re too large to be housed in our 
host churches,” she said.

The crew from Costa Rica is head-
ed by Carteret County native Wil 
Bailey, who moved to Costa Rica 16 
years ago. Mr. Bailey, who was work-
ing with his crew on a home on Fisher 

BY MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The new Duke University 
Marine Lab vessel has come in, quite liter-
ally. The R/V Shearwater is docked along the 
Beaufort waterfront as of Tuesday. 

The research vessel arrived in Carteret 
County Nov. 26, coming all the way from 
Bellingham, Wash. The vessel is the latest R/V 
stationed at the lab since the retirement of the 

See Oaths / Page 5A

See Park / Page 5ASee Group / Page 5A

ABOVE: Capt. Matt Dawson sits in the pilot house of the new research vessel 
Shearwater Tuesday at the Beaufort town docks. LEFT: The Duke University Marine 
Lab, background left, on PIvers Island, welcomed the R/V Shearwater, right, its 
new research vessel. (Dylan Ray photos)

See DUML / Page 4A

Local Republicans file
as 2020 races kick off

Margot Burke, right, deputy director of the County 
Board of Elections, assists candidates Monday at the 
BOE offices in Beaufort as filing begins for the 2020 
elections. (Dylan Ray photo)

As for the County Board 
Education, incumbent 
Chairman Travis Day of 
District 4 signed papers seek-
ing reelection, along with 
newcomers Dennis Goodwin 
and Jerry Buttery, seeking dis-
tricts 3 and 2, respectively. 

The filing period, which 

covers federal, state and local 
races, continues through 
Friday, Dec. 20.

All six county candi-
dates who filed Monday are 
Republicans, and County 
Republican Party Chairman 

See 2020 / Page 4A
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