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Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES

TIDES Wednesday, Nov. 16
Low:  6:38 am 7:52 pm
High:  12:51 am  1:11 pm

Sunday, Nov. 20
Low:  10:37 am 10:40 pm
High:  4:21 am  4:34 pm

Saturday, Nov. 19
Low:  9:44 am 10:00 pm
High:  3:36 am  3:47 pm

Friday, Nov. 18
Low:  8:47 am 9:21 pm
High:  2:56 am  2:59 pm

Thursday, Nov. 17
Low:  7:43 am 8:39 pm
High:  1:51 am  207 pm

Wednesday, Nov.16, 2022 Vol. 111 - No. 92 Published Wednesday and Weekends

EMERALD ISLE

BEAUFORT

See MEETINGS Page 2A

in good shape

School board receives clean audit, decrease in fund balance

Coastal Living
Kent & Mandy Early’s Manney-Ramsey House 
to help Christmas Candlelight Tour kick off 
holiday season, 1B

Sports
See girls basketball previews for 
Croatan, West Carteret and East 
Carteret, 6A

u editor’s note - 
obituaries and memorials are on page 3b

by the numbersmost obese & overweight states
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5 states with highest percentage of obese adults
1) west virginia
2) alabama
3) kentucky
4) oklahoma
5) mississippi

5 states with highest percentage of obese children
1) kentucky
2) mississippi
3) louisiana
4) west virginia
5) alabama

15th
u north carolina’s rank of percentage of obese adults10th
u north carolina’s rank of percentage of obese children

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

The County Board of Education ap-
proved a clean audit report with a decrease 
in fund balance for the fi scal year ending 
June 30.

The action was taken during a meet-
ing Nov. 1 in the school system’s central 
services offi ce on Safrit Drive.

The school system ended fi scal 2021-
22 with $3.7 million in its general fund 
balance, a $1.6 million decrease from the 
previous year.

“That is a quarter of your fund balance,” 
Adam Scepurek with Anderson, Smith and 
Wike PLLC of Statesville, the company that 
conducted the audit, said.

He added that the school system has 
$2.17 million in other special revenue, 
which can be used if necessary to offset 

some of the decrease in fund balance.
The district showed $9.29 million in 

capital outlay funds, with the bulk of that 
being Hurricane Florence recovery money. 
He encouraged the school system to use as 
much of that money as possible because the 
N.C. Department of Public Instruction will 
require districts that received those funds to 
return them if they aren’t used by a certain 
period.

The challenge is the funds can only be 
used for repairs related to the hurricane, 
which devastated the county and caused 
major damage to schools four years ago.

Superintendent Richie Paylor said four 
years out, most hurricane-related repairs 
have been made.

Board member John McLean asked if the 
funds could be used for preventative main-
tenance projects related to the hurricane, 

such as gutter replacement.
“We’re not trying to be unethical but try-

ing to be creative,” McLean said.
Scepurek said some of the other districts 

that received recovery money are looking 
at waivers to use the funds for preventative 
maintenance.

“It has to be tied to damage or mainte-
nance from the storm,” Scepurek said. “I 
think DPI would rather see those funds go 
to preventative maintenance rather than 
having to spend more money in a few years, 
but the key is getting approval from DPI.”

He said 10 other school districts received 
Hurricane Florence relief funds in addition 
to Carteret County.

“A lot of the money was used upfront, 
but now they’ve received FEMA and insur-
ance reimbursements,” he said.

The Carteret County Board of Education received a clean audit report with a decrease in fund balance during its Nov. 1 meeting in the school system’s 
central offi ce in Beaufort. (Cheryl Burke photo)

the report shows that the school system spent $9.5 million in federal funds related to covId-19 in 2021-22. this included funds to help students catch up academically, as well as for school nutrition programs

See AUDIT Page 2A

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

With the N.C. Marine Fisher-
ies set to decide on two hotly 
debated fi sheries management 
plan amendments – striped 
bass and striped mullet – later 
this week, the N.C. Fisheries 
Association has been urging 
its members to show up for the 
Emerald Isle meeting and weigh 

in.
The estuarine striped bass 

amendment is set to be voted on 
during a session Thursday, Nov. 
17 at 2 p.m., while the striped 
mullet vote is scheduled during 
a session that begins at 9 a.m. 
Friday, Nov. 18.

The meeting runs from 
Wednesday, with a public com-

ment session at 6 p.m., through 
Friday. All sessions will be 
in the Islander Hotel. Those 
interested can also watch and 
listen by going to: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=zOO2P_
btGwc.

The amendment to the 
striped bass management plan 
includes the current Neuse and 

Pamlico rivers gill net closure 
upstream of the ferry lines. This 
closure was enacted in 2019 by 
the commission during a special 
meeting.

The Coastal Conservation 
Association of North Carolina 
strongly supports the closure 
and says it is helping to improve 

Restrictions for striped bass, striped mullet to be debated at meetings

fisheries commission to decide controversial amendments

http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=f218b8b9-a957-53d7-90a2-bee3d5621795
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=f218b8b9-a957-53d7-90a2-bee3d5621795
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=f218b8b9-a957-53d7-90a2-bee3d5621795
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=f218b8b9-a957-53d7-90a2-bee3d5621795
http://carolinacoastonline.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=f218b8b9-a957-53d7-90a2-bee3d5621795

