
Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES Cougars up 
league 
win streak 
to 19

Croatan nets 15th 
shutout of season 
with 3-0 win over 
Richlands.

Page 8B
Vol. 108-No. 125 Friday, Oct. 18, 2019 75¢

Published Sunday, Wednesday and Friday

www.carolinacoastonline.com ©Carteret Publishing Co., Inc.

Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Percy Garner Jr., Beaufort
Curtis Wise, Kannapolis
Rita Willis, Salter Path

Ronald Huffman, Cedar Point
Laura Gillikin, Harkers Island
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Darlene Woodard, Newport
Robert Wilson III, Beaufort
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Contracts signed, beach project ready to roll
BY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

BOGUE BANKS 
— Everything is set for the 
$28.2 million winter-spring 
beach nourishment project 
in western Atlantic Beach, 
Pine Knoll Shores, a portion 
of Salter Path and western 
Emerald Isle.

Greg Rudolph, manager 
of the Carteret County Shore 
Protection Office, which 
oversees beach projects, said 
this week Emerald Isle, Pine 
Knoll Shores, Atlantic Beach 
and the county – which is 
responsible for unincorporat-
ed Salter Path – have executed 
contracts with the contractor, 

Great Lakes Dredge and Dock 
Co. of Illinois, which submit-
ted the lowest of two bids.

The effort, considered 
phase two of the post-
Hurricane Florence beach 
nourishment project “will 
encompass 9.5 miles of 
shoreline,” Mr. Rudolph said. 
“Western Emerald Isle, Salter 

Path, Pine Knoll Shores and 
western Atlantic Beach will 
receive 345,000 cubic yards, 
140,000 cubic yards, 990,000 
cubic yards and 520,000 cubic 
yards of sand, respectively.”

The Salter Path section is 
the state-owned, county-oper-
ated beach access.

That’s a total of 1.995 mil-

lion cubic yards, or roughly 
155,250 dump truck loads, 
double the amount of sand 
over double the distance of the 
project Great Lakes complet-
ed late this spring in eastern 
Emerald Isle, Indian Beach 
and most of Salter Path. That 
cost about $21 million, so the 
new project is a bargain in 

comparison, according to offi-
cials.

Last year, there was one 
bidder for the spring project, 
Great Lakes. This year, Weeks 
Marine of New Jersey also 
submitted a bid, likely driving 
down the cost.

Vapingdebatecontinues
Lung injuries
concern local
health officials

ABOVE: Matthew Warnick, manager of High Life 
Smoke Shop in Morehead City, smokes an e-cigarette 
in his shop Wednesday. Health officials are warn-
ing people to refrain from vaping because of recent 
reports of lung injuries, but those who sell and use 
the products say regulated products are safe. RIGHT: 
A variety of e-cigarette products sit on a counter 
Wednesday in High Life Smoke Shop in Morehead City 
while health officials continue to issue warnings about 
their use. (Cheryl Burke photos)
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will 
open
offices

Town
OKs
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One-stop voting begins

A sign directs voters to the polls at the Board 
of Elections office on Live Oak Street in Beaufort 
Wednesday. Early voting in the upcoming municipal 
elections began this week and lasts through Friday, 
Nov.  1. (Elise Clouser photo)

November elections ongoing

BY DEAN-PAUL 
STEPHENS

NEWS-TIMES

CARTERET COUN-
TY — In a Wednesday 
press release, the U.S. 
Small Business Association 
announced Carteret County 
was one of a handful of 
counties given access to 
low-interest loans to address 
damage stemming from 
Hurricane Dorian, which 
struck in early September. 

“Acting Administrator 
(Christopher) Pilkerton 
made the loans available 
in response to a letter from 
North Carolina Governor 
Roy Cooper on Oct. 11,” 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET 
—The town will soon wel-
come the newest member to 
its police force: a German 
Shepherd named Draco.

The Cape Carteret Board 
of Commissioners voted 4-
1 Monday to approve the 
introduction of a K-9 pro-
gram for the town’s police 
department. Commissioner 
Mike King was the sole 
dissenter in the vote that 
took place during the com-
missioners’ regular monthly 
meeting in town hall off 
Dolphin Street. 

Police Chief Bill 
McKinney appeared 
before the board to request 

ELECTION 
2019

Find profiles of the 
candidates in the Indian 

Beach and Newport 
municipal elections. 
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MOREHEAD CITY 
— While health officials 
continue to issue warnings 
about the dangers of vap-
ing, those who use and sell 
e-cigarettes say products 
sold legally are safe.

County  Hea l th 
Department Director 
Stephanie Cannon said 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
is encouraging people to 
avoid vaping products 
because of the high num-
ber of lung injuries associ-
ated with them.

“The CDC recommends 
individuals not use e-ciga-
rette or vaping products 
containing THC (tetrahy-
drocannabinol) and contin-
ues to recommend indi-
viduals consider refraining 
from using e-cigarette or 
vaping products containing 
nicotine,” she said during 
the County Consolidated 
Human Services Board 
meeting Monday in the 
County Health Department 
conference room.

Those who sell and use 
the products, however, say 
the industry has been regu-
lated since 2016 and the 
majority of cases involv-
ing lung injuries relate to 
black market products that 
contain THC and other 
harmful chemicals.

“The research I’ve seen 
has involved people hurt 
by black market e-ciga-
rettes that contained illegal 
THC cartridges and they’re 
cut with other chemicals,” 
Matthew Warnick, man-

ager of High Life Smoke 
Shop in Morehead City, 
said. “We have been heav-
ily regulated since 2016 
and what is sold legally 
doesn’t have the chemicals 
that are harmful.”

As health officials con-
tinue to sound the alarm 
about the effects of vap-
ing, Ms. Cannon reported 
Monday that as of Oct. 
11, there have been nearly 

1,300 lung injury cases 
associated with the use 
of e-cigarettes products. 
Injuries have been reported 
in 49 states, Washington, 
D.C. and one U.S. territo-
ry. Thirty-one deaths have 
been reported.

There have been 51 
cases identified in North 
Carolina involving indi-
viduals ranging in age 
from 13 to 72. None have 

BY ELISE CLOUSER
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BEAUFORT — Early 
voting in November’s 
municipal elections kicked 
off Wednesday and lasts 
through the Friday before 
Election Day Tuesday, 
Nov. 5.

One-stop early voting 
began at three locations 
across the county this week, 
the Board of Elections 
office in Beaufort, Western 
Park Community Center 
in Cedar Point and Fort 
Benjamin Park Recreation 

Center in Newport. Early 
voting lasts from 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m. weekdays through 
Friday, Nov. 1, with one 
Saturday early voting day 
Oct. 26 from 8 a.m. to 1 
p.m.

During the one-stop 
early voting period, those 
who missed the previous 
voter registration deadline 
can register and vote at the 
same time.

As of Thursday evening, 
the BOE reported 203 total 
votes have been cast in 
the election, so far. Of 
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been reported in Carteret 
County, according to Ms. 
Cannon.

“Most patients identi-
fied in North Carolina have 
been hospitalized with 
many requiring respira-
tory support,” Ms. Cannon 
said.

She added the major-
ity of cases have involved 
individuals vaping THC, 
but nicotine flavored prod-
ucts containing cannabi-
noid, or CBD, have also 
been reported.

those, 57 were cast at the 
BOE office, 23 were at 
Fort Benjamin and 123 
came from Western Park.

Interim BOE Deputy 
Director Shawne Southard, 
who recently announced 
she is stepping down from 
her post, effective Friday, 
was the first voter of the 
day at the BOE office 
Wednesday morning. Poll 
workers at that location 
said early voting typically 
gets off to a relatively slow 
start.

“We usually see about 
one person every 90 min-
utes,” one worker said.

Voters who are unable 
to get to the polls in person 
can request an absentee 

See Voting / Page 3A
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