
75¢

There will be a 
chance of rain on 
Saturday but Sunday will 
be mostly sunny. Highs 
will be in the low-80s 
and lows will be in the 
mid-70s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Blakelyn Daugherty, 
who was a student in 
Julie Reed’s first grade 
class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Beach nourishment bid under budget

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside today’s Tideland for our Back To School 2020-21 section

Swansboro commissioners continue a look at allowing food trucks, Page 5

Lively and gregarious finches could be mistaken for sparrows, Page 6

While much of Swansboro Mu-
nicipal Park remains closed due 
to safety requirements imposed 
because of the coronavirus pan-
demic, the parks and recreation 

department was allowed to reopen 
the town’s Splash Pad last week. 
Youngsters find the water attrac-
tion to be irresistible as summer is 
winding down. (Pete Rulon photo)

Irresistible attraction

Commentary

Abundance

of flies feeds 

bumper crop 

of toads
By Barry Fetzer

An ode to the toad … 
but before we travel down 
the story road of the multi-
toad at our abode and what 
happened when I mowed, 
allow me to try to decode 
why we’ve gone into the 
high-toad mode. At least 
that is what you’re owed.

Have you noticed an 
increase in the number of 
houseflies this summer 
compared to past summers? 
We have here at our home. 
Sitting outside, we’re con-
stantly shooing them away. 
Even in a strong breeze. 
We’ve had more houseflies 
find their way into our 
home this summer than ever 
before too. I’ve even con-
sidered hanging up a roll of 
that sticky flypaper to try 

to catch them. Hanging the 
fly paper over the supper 
table would be the best way 
to catch more flies. But my 
wife wouldn’t let that unap-
petizing idea “fly.”

I don’t think our hygiene 
is worse this year but I 
guess you’d have to be the 
judge of that. Our house 
isn’t haunted like the one in 
the book “The Amityville 
Horror” and other haunted 
houses overrun with house-
flies … at least as far as we 
know. Our trash can has a 
lid that fits. There are no 
dead animals decomposing 
nearby best I can tell.

While some might try, I 
can’t attribute the increase 
in flies to the Trump admin-
istration. Nor can I fault the 

Commissioners 

curtail hours

Town commissioners opted to 
have these three crepe myrtles 

removed in order to install a side-
walk. (Jimmy Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro commissioners approved 
a special-use permit for a tire sales busi-
ness in the former Cliff’s Car Care at 
the corner of Corbett Avenue and Old 
Hammock Road – but the approval came 

over concerns about its placement and 
with some restrictions.

The special-use permit was required 
– in spite of the fact that the building 
was previously used as an automotive 

(See CONSPIRACY, page �)(See COMMISSIONERS, page �)

Speed 

check 

charges
Swansboro Police 

Department along with 
the Onslow County N.C. 
Governor’s Highway 
Safety Program Task 
Force conducted a multi-
agency speed enforce-
ment event on Thursday, 
Aug.13.

The task force 
included the Onslow 
County Sheriff’s Office, 
N.C. License and Theft, 
N.C. Highway Patrol 
and police departments 
from Jacksonville, 
Richlands, Holly Ridge 
and Surf City, according 
to Lt. Dwayne Taylor of 
the Swansboro Police 
Department.

The event resulted in 
86 charges. There were 
63 charges for speeding, 
three seatbelt violations, 
two charges for driv-
ing while impaired, two 
charges of no operator’s 
license, two drug charg-
es, one charge of unsafe 
equipment and 13 warn-
ings.

Owners 

protest 

change 

for signs
Commissioners 

ask planners to 

take up matter
By Jimmy Williams

With at least some 
members of the Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
unhappy with the current 
commercial sign ordinance, 
the town planning board 
has been asked to take 
another look.

Jennifer Ansell, town 
planner, said the review 
could begin in September.

While town businesses 
have long complained about 
Swansboro’s temporary 
sign ordinance – an issue 
that has been “under study” 
for about five years – this 
time the planning board is 
being asked to revisit free-
standing commercial signs.

Complaints about the 
new rules, slated to go into 
effect in 2027, began earlier 
this summer after the town 
sent notices of new sign 
standards. Dozens of busi-
ness owners attended the 
July 27 meeting of the town 
commissioners to protest.

Town commission-
ers approved changes to 
the Swansboro Unified 
Development Ordinance 

in 2017 that, among other 
things, prohibit all free-
standing signs that are not 
“monument-style” signs. 
The changes updated a sign 
ordinance in place since 
2005. At least 77 businesses 
have signs that will become 
nonconforming when the 
ordinance takes effect in 
January 2027.

According to the town’s 
UDO, a monument-style 
sign is “a freestanding sign 
that is detached from a 
building and having a sup-
port structure that is a solid-
appearing base constructed 
of a permanent material, 
such as concrete block or 
brick.” The ordinance sets 
certain dimensional require-
ments on the signs includ-
ing height and area and the 
actual sign area’s relation-
ship to the sign base.

Notified in March of 
the change and the 10-
year amortization period, 
sign owners began lodg-
ing protests. At the June 8 
meeting of the commission-
ers, Don Whalen, owner 

Membership renew-
als for the Swansboro 
Historical Association are 
being accepted. Normally, 
the association would host 
a “pay-your-dues” fish fry 
for members in August, but 
is unable to this year due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

Still, the annual fee 
remains $15 per person, 
$10 for senior citizens.

For information on 
how to join or renew your 
membership, call Cyndi 
Schachter at (910) 330-
8542.

Renew!

(See PROTESTS, page �)


