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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Maritime 
Museum 
gift shop 
reopens 
to the 
public

CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 8A

Wednesday 
Sept. 2

Thursday  
Sept. 3

Friday 
Sept. 4

Saturday 
Sept. 5

Sunday 
Sept. 6

Low 2:34 a.m. 3:09 a.m. 3:42 a.m. 4:13 a.m. 4:45 a.m.
2:31 p.m. 3:11 p.m. 3:51 a.m. 4:30 a.m. 5:11 p.m.

High 8:30 a.m 9:08 a.m 9:45 a.m. 10:21p.m. 10:58 a.m.

 8:51 p.m.  9:27 p.m. 10:01 p.m. 10:35 p.m. 11:11 p.m.

POLL 
QUESTION

Do you believe students 
learning online (or virtu-
ally) will receive an equal 

education as those students 
attending school?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

CARTERET COUNTY

Econ. Dev. Foundation 
receives broadband grant

The Carteret County Eco-
nomic Development Foundation 
has been awarded a $5,000 
grant to develop a comprehen-
sive, countywide digital inclu-
sion plan that will help guide 
future expansion of broadband 
technology.

The foundation’s board of 
directors announced August 26 
it was included in the fi rst round 
of recipients for a Building a 
New Digital Economy in North 
Carolina, or BAND-NC, grant 
from the Institute for Emerging 
Issues at N.C. State University. 

The IEI has partnered with the 
N.C. Department of Informa-
tion Technology’s Broadband 
Infrastructure Offi ce and others 
to create the new grant program 
designed to help close the “digi-
tal divide” in North Carolina. 

CARTERET COUNTY

MOREHEAD CITY

The 30th annual N.C. 
Governor’s Cup series is in the 
books with two Morehead City 
boats atop the standings after 
fi ve summer competitions.

Two boats broke the points 
record with impressive perfor-
mances – Sea I Sea racked up 
4,050 points and The Gen-
eral tallied 3,900. No other 
boats eclipsed the 2,500-point 
threshold. 

“It was an exciting series this 
year, especially at the end,” 
Governor’s Cup Director Randy 
Gregory said. “We didn’t have 
as many as we wanted to, but 
there was a long time where we 
were wondering if there were 
even going to be tournaments. 
But we got it done and had 
36 boats, hopefully we’ll have 
more next year.”

Sea I Sea captures N.C. 
Governor’s Cup crown

See Croatan  Page 2A

BEAUFORT

Allie Willis, Newport
Gloria Julian, Newport
Robert Clay, Hubert 
Naomi Warren, Morehead 
City 

Dianne Carithers, Concord
Robert Joyner, Newport
William Herbst, Pine Knoll 
Shores

Ü 4A

See Library  Page 2A

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

It’s been nearly two months 
since the Carteret County 
Library System began its 
restructuring, and the results so 
far have garnered mixed results 
from local governments and the 
public.

Meanwhile, one nonprofi t 
organization isn’t pleased with 
the way the library system is be-
ing organized. Those concerns 
include book disposals and how 
the branches are being staffed. 

The county library system 
began restructuring July 1 after 
leaving the regional library 
system it previously shared with 
the Pamlico and Craven coun-
ties. 

Since the change, the Pine 
Knoll Shores Board of Commis-
sioners has decided to respond 
to changes to the Bogue Banks 
branch. At the board’s Aug. 12 
meeting, commissioners unani-
mously approved the forma-
tion of an ad hoc committee to 

Public library system changes draw 
concerns over book disposal, staff 

create a formal response to the 
restructuring. 

Town Manager Brian Kramer 
told the News-Times there’s 
“extreme disappointment in 
town” with the restructuring, 
in particular that allegedly as a 

result of the changes occurring 
“three long time paid (library) 
staff members are no longer 
working there.”

“We want to be sure we have 
the same services as prior to the 
restructuring,” Mr. Kramer said, 

“or as close as possible.”
The library system has 

several branches throughout the 
county, one of them in Newport. 
Mayor Dennis Barber said New-
port offi cials are hearing “plus-
ses and minuses” on the changes 
occurring to their library.

“Since the 1980s, the library 
hasn’t belonged to the town,” 
Mayor Barber said. “We’ve 
provided them with funding, 
and the regional system paid the 
rest. Newport paid more than all 
the other municipalities to keep 
the library running.” 

He said prior to the restruc-
turing, the Newport library was 
part of the regional system only. 
Now, it’s part of the county 
system. He also said if town of-
fi cials had attempted to assume 
responsibility for the library, it 
would have resulted in a 3-cent 
property tax rate increase. 

“I think we’re going to get 
a good service with the county 

Many books lay reportedly discarded in a dumpster outside the Newport 
Public Library in August. (Contributed photo)

Two COVID-19 cases confirmed 
at Bogue Sound Elementary
BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Rob Jackson confi rmed Friday evening two 
“individuals” at Bogue Sound Elemen-
tary School have been diagnosed with 
COVID-19.

“Parents and Guardians of 
children and employees who may 
have been in close contact with 
these diagnosed individuals have 
been notifi ed by the Carteret 
County Health Department,” Dr 
Jackson stated in a press release 
issued Friday. 

“Please know the Carteret County 
Public School System continues to 

OCEAN OCEAN

Croatan HS confirms COVID-19 case
BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County Schools offi cials confi rmed Sunday afternoon an 
“individual” at Croatan High School has been diagnosed with 

COVID-19.
This comes after school offi cials announced Fri-

day evening that two cases had been confi rmed 
at Bogue Sound Elementary School.

According to a post on the school 
system’s  Facebook page Sunday after-

noon regarding the case at CHS, “The 
Carteret County Health Department will 
notify parents and guardians of children 
or individual staff members who may 
have been in close contact with this 
diagnosed individual.”
As for the two cases at Bogue Sound 

Elementary, Superintendent Dr. Rob 
Jackson said Friday parents and guardians of 

THE COVID CURVE
FLATTENING

STAFF REPORT
 Carteret County offi cials 

are reporting 31 new cases of 
COVID-19 since Friday. 

Monday’s update fol-
lows announcements over 
the weekend of confi rmed 
cases at Bogue Sound Elemen-
tary School and Croatan High 
School. 

The additional 31 county-
wide confi rmations bring the 
total to 541 cases since March. 
Of those, 55 cases are consid-
ered active, similar to the 56 
active cases reported Friday. 
A reported 480 people have 

recovered from the disease 
caused by the novel coronavi-
rus, and six county residents 
have died. 

To date, the county and area 
health care providers report 
they have conducted 6,047 
tests, and 134 results are pend-
ing as of Monday afternoon. 
Four test results returned 
“inconclusive.”

The county updates CO-
VID-19 data weekdays around 
4 p.m. on its website, carteret-
countync.gov, and on govern-
ment and health department 
Facebook pages. 

Carteret County confirms additional 31 COVID-19 cases

This map shows confi rmed cases of COVID-19 in Carteret County by zip code, 
including deaths, which are indicated by the numbers in parenthesis. (Carteret 
County map)

Carteret County Schools Superintendent Dr. 
Rob Jackson confi rmed Friday evening two 
“individuals” at Bogue Sound Elemen-

This comes after school offi cials announced Fri-
day evening that two cases had been confi rmed 

at Bogue Sound Elementary School.

Jackson said Friday parents and guardians of 

See Bogue  Page 2A
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