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The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the upper-50s 
and lows in the low-40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Jason Brothers, a stu-
dent in Elaine Selgren’s 
first grade class at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• 228 homes proposed in Peletier

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Amtrak’s Thruway bus now makes a stop in Swansboro, Page 3

Commission wants to consider altering district color palette, Page 11

Swansboro boys knock off Croatan in basketball, Page 13

February sunrises over Queens Creek can 
be breathtaking, as this photo indicates. But to 
be clear, the photo is not the sky, but actually 

the reflection of the sky and its pink and orange 
clouds in the water through the reeds at about 
6:30 a.m. on Feb. 4. (Barry Fetzer photo)

Sunrise in the water

Commentary

Government 

stymies limits 

on tailpipe 

pollution
By Jamie Lockwood

Residents in nearby 
Morehead City suffered 
through more than two 
weeks of dangerously dirty 
air in 2018, according to a 
snew report

If you’re one of the 
millions of Americans 
who drive to work, you’ve 
undoubtedly sat behind the 
wheel frustrated as you inch 
along behind other com-
muters. While this traffic 
may make you late for your 
morning meeting, the con-
sequences are much larger 

than just getting your day 
started off on the wrong 
foot. The fumes from all 
those cars are polluting our 
air, threatening our health 
and fueling global warming.

In January, the federal 
government gave us a dis-
turbing reason to believe 
this won’t change. Federal 
officials announced they are 
blocking states like North 
Carolina from setting our 
own strong limits on tail-
pipe pollution. This is part 
of a clean car standards 

Heritage Center 

plans opening

By Amelia Dees-Killette

The wait is just about over.
On Tuesday, Feb. 11, the Swansboro 

Area Heritage Center will reopen. There 
will be a social and scavenger hunt, both 
of which are open to the public, 5:30-
7:30 p.m., to celebrate.

The social gets underway at 5:30 p.m. 
with the hunt beginning at 5:45. Prizes 
will be given to the best history sleuths 
around 6:45. You must be present to win.

Over 17 months ago the museum 
closed due to damage sustained during 
Hurricane Florence. Water penetrated 
the windows and the walls, with some 
leaks in the roof that became worse in the 
months after. The town has since had the 
tin roof replaced and removed the bel-
fry which was rotten and not part of the 
original 1920s structure.

The Swansboro Historical Association 
moved back into the building for its 

popular Thursday morning coffee hour, 
several months ago, but now that the 
Swansboro Timeline and the Unitarian 
Emmerton School Exhibits, as well as 
the Fishing, Agriculture and Boating 
artifacts displays have been uncovered, 
the time has come to open on a regular 
schedule. That will happen by the end of 
the month.

In May of last year Mike Carraway, 
the exhibit coordinator for the N.C. 
Maritime Museums gave an interest-
ing program showing his design for 
expanding exhibits into the front space 
of the center. The Swansboro Historical 
Association, the nonprofit operating the 
museum, is working toward getting more 
Swansboro history on display.

In the meantime, the event on Feb. 11 
will showcase our flexible space, which 
has a beautifully refinished floor and 

(See CLEAN , page �)
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Youth 

charged
A 16-year-old boy 

has been charged on a 
juvenile petition by the 
Onslow County Sheriff’s 
Office in the wake of a 
domestic disturbance in 
which a dog was shot 
and killed by a deputy.

Col. Chris Thomas 
of the OCSO could not 
provide the name of the 
young man.

The incident occurred 
at 501 Casting Net 
Way, according to 
Chief Ken Jackson of 
the Swansboro Police 
Department.

In addition to the 
sheriff’s deputies sev-
eral Swansboro officers 
responded to the call at 
10 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 
28, he said.

“The reason we were 
there is because of a 
heated domestic situa-
tion,” Jackson said. The 
call included claims of 
an assault with a base-
ball bat and threats to 
use a shotgun. “Several 
of us responded.”

Jackson said the boy 
was in the backyard 
holding three leashed 
pit bulls. Thomas said 
the dogs belonged to 
the young man and his 
family.

As officers attempted 
to approach the man 
one of the dogs either 
broke free or the leash 
was released, according 
to Jackson. “The dog 
broke loose … and the 
dog charged the officer,” 
he said. “The dog was 
coming after the deputy 
and the deputy shot and 
killed the dog in self 
defense.

With the other dogs 
under control, the young 
man was taken into cus-
tody. He was charged 
with resist, obstruct and 
delay as well as assault 
on a government officer, 
according to Thomas.

By Zack Nally

A few months ago, modeling 
was just an abstract concept for 
Swansboro High School junior 
Caleb Vannoy.

Now the 16-year-old is headed 
to New York Fashion Week for an 
opportunity to walk the runway in 
the semi-annual epicenter of inter-
national fashion.

It’s a new experience for 
Vannoy, but one he’s taking in 
stride.

“I’m not used to the environ-
ments at all,” he said. “Most of my 

friends do not believe me. I thought 
I would be taking photos for an ad 
or something, but nothing quite like 
this.”

Vannoy will be jetting off to 
Times Square on Thursday, Feb. 
6, and will return Sunday, Feb. 9. 
Every moment from the time he 
steps off the plane to the time he 
steps back on it will be on a strict 
schedule.

“I’ve actually always wanted 
to go to New York, just to see it,” 
he said. “I won’t have time to do 
anything else while I’m there, but 
that’s OK.”

Vannoy’s start in the industry 
was inauspicious as any, beginning 
with a chance series of photos for a 
school event.

“For homecoming, we had a 
dance and I rented a tux and took 
photos,” Vannoy said. “My dad 
put them online and it kind of took 
off from there. It has been a whirl-
wind.”

Vannoy’s father, Tim, took a 
chance and submitted the photos 
to various modeling agencies in 
the state. After meeting with A-

By Jimmy Williams

Back in December, 
when Swansboro com-
missioners talked about 
setting goals for the year 
2020, Commissioner Frank 
Tursi made it clear that one 
of his goals would be to 
resume paying 100 percent 
of insurance premiums for 
town employees who par-
ticipate.

Consider that goal 
achieved.

In action at the Jan. 13 
board of commissioners 
meeting, a motion to that 
effect passed by a 5-0 vote.

Commissioner Pat 
Turner did have concerns 
about how the benefit might 
affect future budgets, but 
Chris Seaberg, town man-
ger, said the funds would 
not come out of police or 

Event takes place Tuesday

Student takes a walk
Vannoy headed to Big Apple runway

Panel 

OKs 

funds 
Swansboro 

commission 

restores 

insurance 

premium

Caleb Vannoy
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