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BEAUFORTearly voting for nov. 8 general election starts oct. 20

MOREHEAD CITY

See BEAUFORT Page 2A

by the numberssuicide in america & north carolina
2011 20192015suicide rate in u.s. per 100,000
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14.2 suicide rate in america reached an all-time high of 14.23 in 2018 and has fallen each year since

u suicide in america is the 12th leading cause of death

12th
u number of americans who died by suicide in 2020

45,979
u number of suicide attempts in 2020
1.2m

u men died by suicide 3.8 times more often than women
3.8x

u suicides per day
130

u of nc communities do not have enough mental health providers to serve residnets

86.6%
u over 4 times as many people in north carolina died by suicide in 2019 than in alcohol-rleated vehicle accidents

4x
u suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death for north carolina residents between the ages 25-34
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STAFF REPORT
Early voting for the 2022 

county and statewide general 
election will begin Thursday, 
Oct. 20 and will end at 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 5, according to 
the Carteret County Board of 
Elections. Registered voters or 
eligible individuals in North 
Carolina may cast an absentee 
ballot in person during this time. 

Early voting for the Nov. 8 
general election will be at the 
Carteret County Board of Elec-
tions offi ce at 1702 Live Oak 
St., Beaufort; Fort Benjamin 
Park at 100 McQueen Ave., 

Newport; and Western Park, 275 
Old Highway 58, Cedar Point.
Here is the schedule: 
 Thursday, Oct. 20 and Friday, 
Oct. 21: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
 Monday, Oct. 24 through Fri-
day, Oct. 28: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
 Monday, Oct. 31 through Fri-
day, Nov. 4: 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
 Saturday, Nov. 5: 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

During early voting, voters 
may cast a ballot at any early 
voting site in the county, and 
would-be voters may same-day 
register and vote. This is dif-
ferent than Election Day, when 
registered voters must vote at 

their assigned polling place.
Residents who are not reg-

istered in Carteret County may 
also register to vote during the 
one-stop early voting period at 
any of the three locations. To 
use same-day registration, a per-
son must complete a voter reg-
istration application and show 
an election offi cial proof of 
residential address in the county. 
This proof of address may con-
sist of a current and valid photo 
ID or any Help America Vote 
Act (HAVA) document showing 
the name and current address of 
the applicant.

Voters can also hand-deliver 
completed absentee ballots to 
any one-stop voting site during 
the early voting

To hand-deliver your absen-
tee ballot, simply wait in line at 
any one-stop location and turn 
in the ballot at the check-in table 
to be logged and received.

The deadline to request an ab-
sentee by mail-ballot is Nov. 1.

Curbside voting will be 
available at all one-stop sites for 
anyone unable to enter the vot-
ing location due to age, physical 
disability, and physical barriers 
encountered at the voting place.

unlocking the housing problem
MATTHEW ADKINS
NEWS-TIMES

As the cost of living continues to in-
crease year after year, the need for afford-
able rental housing is quickly becoming 
a critical problem across many towns and 
cities across the nation.

To help combat this issue locally, the 
Beaufort Housing Authority (BHA) an-
nounced during a commissioners’ meet-
ing on Monday, Oct. 10 the approval of a 
public-private partnership with developer 
WinnCompanies to create more than 300 
affordable housing units in the town.

The majority of funding for the project is 
expected to come through federal tax cred-
its, according to BHA Chairman Richard 
deButts.

The BHA currently has 100 rental units 
ranging in size from one to fi ve bedrooms 
located at three sites in Beaufort.

The largest of the existing sites is located 
on Legion Drive and Second Street and 
includes a community building and park 
facility.

The other units are at Turner, Craven, 
Broad and Queen streets.

The development of the new units will 
take place on the 27 acres of land controlled 
by the BHA. The plans unveiled Monday 
also include upgrading the existing units.

“The board of commissioners of the 
Beaufort Housing Authority has brought 
Beaufort a tremendous opportunity to 
increase affordable rent with mixed income 
housing and at the same time found a way 
to stabilize our fi nancial future,” deButts 
said.

Before the new units could be construct-
ed, a myriad of issues will need to be ad-
dressed, according to deButts. Topics such 

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Cape Carteret commissioners Monday night voted 5-0 to approve a Uni-
fi ed Development Ordinance amendment that allows limited development of 
townhomes in the R-10M zoning district.

The action came during the board’s monthly meeting in the town hall and 
online via GoToMeeting.

The town planning board and commissioners in June eyed the possibil-
ity of approving special-use permits for townhouses in the Star Hill single-
family residential neighborhood, but residents turned out in big numbers to 
oppose the idea. Developers eventually withdrew their requests.

Residents at the time said they believed the proposed townhouses would 
damage the character of the area, possibly increase stormwater runoff and 
fl ooding, increase traffi c and decrease safety.

But the town’s land-use plan update, which commissioners adopted Mon-
day, identifi es a need for alternative housing, particularly for young people 
and senior citizens.

The amended ordinance, Town Manager Frank Rush said, “allows for the 
future development of additional multifamily residential units in ... in a man-
ner that protects the integrity of existing single-family subdivisions and only 
on a limited number of parcels.”

It reduces the minimum parcel size required for multifamily residen-
tial projects in the R-l0M zoning district from fi ve acres to two acres and 
requires all parking associated with multifamily residential units be provided 
in individual driveways or garages associated with each individual unit, 
either in the front or rear of the unit. No common parking lots will be permit-
ted.

Each unit developed will have suffi cient parking space for two vehicles, a 
slight decrease from the existing requirement for 2.5 parking spaces per unit 
that would currently be included in a common parking lot.

To address concerns expressed by residents about buffering, the amend-
ment requires a 20-foot landscaping buffer along all property lines. 

Rush told the board that to address residents’ concerns about density and 
traffi c, the amendment maintains the current density of 5.5 units per acre 

300 affordable 
housing units 
coming to Beaufort

Cape Carteret
board OKs 
ordinance 
amendment 
to allow limited 
development of townhomes
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