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The weekend weather will 

be mostly sunny with highs in 

the mid-60s and lows in the 

mid-40s.

This week’s weather picture 

is drawn by Audrey Ramirez, 

a student in Elaine Selgren’s 

first grade class at Sand Ridge 

Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Nourishment to begin in February
• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside the Tideland for Tidings, the SACC monthly newsletter!
Swansboro girls end the year with two more victories, Page 7

Queens Creek is featured in this week’s It’s Elementary, Page 10

In its fourth year, the Swansboro Police Department Christ-
mas toy project has been wildly successful, providing more 
than $5,500 worth of toys for children at Swansboro Middle, 
and Queens Creek, Sand Ridge and Swansboro elementary 

schools, according to project coordinator Sherrie Hancock, 
pictured with some of the items. The effort started in 2016 
and that year resulted in a collection of about $250 worth of 
toys. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Christmas, courtesy of the cops

A bear roaming Bear Island
By Mike McHugh

A bear has set up temporary 
residence on the eponymous island 
within Hammocks Beach State 
Park in Swansboro.

Park rangers discovered the 
presence of what is thought to 

be a juvenile Ursus americanus 
or as they are commonly known 
– black bear – on Bear Island on 
Dec. 6, 2019, according to HBSP 
Superintendent Sarah Kendrick.

Kendrick said rangers spot-
ted skat – a bear’s excrement 
–on paved trails leading from the 

island’s ferry dock to the beach.
Park officials are uncertain from 

where on the mainland the bear 
began its journey to the beach but 
believe the young black bear will 
find the 4-mile by 1/2-mile barrier 
too small a habitat to sustain its 
nutritional needs over an extended 

period of time.
“Bears are constantly moving 

and looking for food,” said Ranger 
Jake Vitak. “This bear will forage 
on berries found on the island and 
will probably walk up and down 

Commentary

Empathy, 

regaining 

‘social capital’ 

at Christmas
By Barry Fetzer

In hundreds of verses 
in the Christian Bible in 
both the Old and New 
Testaments like those 
quoted below, believers 
are enjoined to not walk 
alone, to focus outward to 
the needs of the world not 
inward to our own, to love 
our enemies. It seems as 
if these hard things – and 
they are hard – are getting 
harder. They’re so hard 
we’re unlikely to succeed 
on our own.

Hebrews 13:16: “Do not 
neglect to do good and to 
share what you have, for 
such sacrifices are pleasing 
to God.”

Philippians 2:4: “Let 
each of you look not only to 
his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others.”

Galatians 6:2: “Bear one 
another’s burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ.”

Matthew 5:44: “But 
I say to you, love your 
enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you.”

Terrorists. How is it 
possible for Christians 
– anyone really – to love 
those enemies, to even 
pray for them? Advocates 
of gun control hate 
advocates of the Second 
Amendment, and vice 
versa. Congress hates the 
president. Democrats hate 
Republicans. Neighbors 
hate neighbors.

Jonathan Rothermel, 
professor of political 
science at Mansfield 
University in Mansfield, 
Pa., writing in the 

Daniel Scott 

earns new title

Daniel Scott is pictured with cur-
rent regional TOY Christy Howe, 

left, and current state TOY Mariah 
Morris, right. (Photo contributed)

By Brent Anderson

Daniel Scott, Swansboro High School 
band director and 2019-20 OCS Onslow 
County Schools Teacher of the Year, has 
been named the 2020 North Carolina 
Southeast Regional Teacher of the Year.

The current North Carolina Teacher 
of the Year, the previous N.C. Southeast 
Regional Teacher of the Year, Scott’s 
family, Onslow County Schools 
Superintendent Barry Collins and a group 

Chris Seaberg

By Jimmy Williams

Despite being an event-
ful year in Swansboro 2019 
might be best remembered 
as the year a major hur-
ricane did not hit the town. 
Hurricane Dorian did pay a 
visit but did his real dam-
age elsewhere, for the most 
part.

Otherwise, the biggest 
story of the year is all the 
new folks – led by Chris 

Seaberg, town manager 
– that came to work in the 
town. In this recap of the 
year’s top Tideland News 
stories – “Take Five” 
– Number One is the hiring 
of Seaberg.

Following the resigna-
tion of Town Manager Scott 
Chase, Swansboro began 
a hunt for a replacement. 
While the town commis-
sioners looked far and wide, 
they found their new man-

ager just across the river in 
Cedar Point where Seaberg 
had served as town admin-
istrator for 13 years.

In a June 28 announce-
ment, Alissa Fender, 
Swansboro deputy clerk, 
stated Seaberg would 
begin his employment with 
Swansboro on Tuesday, 
Sept. 3.

“This is a great career 
move for me,” said 
Seaberg, who stepped up 

from administrator of a 
town with an annual budget 
of about $850,000 to man-
ager of a town with a bud-
get of about $4.8 million.

Cedar Point has five 
full-time employees. 
Swansboro – with police, 
fire and recreation depart-
ments – has about 50 full-
time employees.

“Moving forward, it will 

Swansboro’s hire is top story
Take Five: A review of five 2019 news stories

(See BEAR, page �)

(See ??, page �)

(See PERSONAL, page �)
(See SCOTT, page �)

Holidays 

change 

schedule
Swansboro Town 

Hall and Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
Center will be closed 
Dec. 24 and 25 for 
Christmas, and Jan. 1 for 
the New Year holiday.

Onslow County offic-
es will be closed Dec. 
24-26 for Christmas, and 
Jan. 1 for New Years.

Onslow County land-
fill convenience sites 
will be closed Dec. 24-
26 for Christmas, and 
Jan. 1 for New Years.

Swansboro Branch 
Library will be 
closed Dec. 24-26 for 
Christmas, and Jan. 1 for 
New Years.

The Swansboro ABC 
Store will be closed Dec. 
24 and 25 for Christmas, 
and Jan. 1 for the New 
Year

The Swansboro Post 
Office will be closed 
Dec. 25 for Christmas, 
and Jan. 1 for New 
Years.

Area financial institu-
tions will be closed all 
or some of Christmas 
Eve, Dec. 24, and closed 
Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 
and closed Jan. 1 for 
New Years.

• Onslow County 
Senior Services will be 
closed Jan. 1 for New 
Years.


