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Cape’s 
season 
starts

Summer events, 
including climbs and 
ranger programs, 
are coming to Cape 
Lookout National 
Seashore.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar Lenwood Lee, Morehead City
Addie Burgess, Beaufort

Louise Ramsdell, Wilmington
Tony James, Hubert

Michael Dunleavy, Swansboro
Colton Degen, Hubert

Thomas Bernich, Morehead City
Margaret Beaumont, Morehead City

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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Beach officials
talk ocean safety

Town IDs latest drowning victim
BY BRAD RICH

NEWS-TIMES

PINE KNOLL SHORES — 
Town officials Tuesday identified 
the man who drowned Sunday in 
the ocean off the Memorial Park 
beach access as Ernest Earl Foster 
Jr., 38, a Guilford County high 
school teacher who grew up in 
Wilson County.

The town’s press release called 
Mr. Foster “a well-respected 

teacher” and said Pine Knoll 
Shores officials’ “thoughts and 
prayers are with his family, friends 
and students.”

Mr. Foster is the seventh 
swimmer to drown off a Carteret 
County beach this year. His death 
follows the drownings of four 
people in Emerald Isle and two in 
Atlantic Beach, including a child. 

A separate release Tuesday 
said Mayor Ken Jones will hold 

a press conference at 11 a.m. 
Wednesday to provide informa-
tion on the town’s beach safety 
measures. No further informa-
tion was made available prior to 
presstime. 

The incident off Memorial 
Park took place just prior to 3 
p.m. Sunday, when red flags were 
flying in town and on the beach 
to urge beachgoers to stay out of 
the ocean because of a high risk 

of rip currents.

The town received a call about 

multiple swimmers in distress and 

dispatched emergency respond-

ers, who, after arrival, called 

in help from Indian Beach and 

Atlantic Beach.

With the help of flotation 

devices, two members of the 

public had already successfully 

BY BRAD RICH

MIKE SHUTAK
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BOGUE BANKS — 
Emergency officials say they 
are carefully monitoring 
conditions as visitors hit the 
beaches and head for a dip in 

the ocean as tourism season 

ramps up.

While there was a drown-

ing Sunday afternoon in near-

by Pine Knoll Shores, and 

numerous rescue calls to the 

Group honors
lost, sheds light
on suicide rate
New coalition assembles 
to support at-risk veterans

Senior fan program
gets up and whirling

CHERYL BURKE 
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — As more than 100 res-
idents gathered Monday at the Veterans Memorial 
in Bayview Cemetery to honor those who have 
paid the ultimate sacrifice while serving their 
nation, it was also a time to reflect on the silent 
killer of many veterans today — suicide.

“As we honor those who have died in service 
to our country, we must care for those who live 
that have borne the scars of battle both physical 
and mental,” said speaker Bob Kirk, retired U.S. 
Navy chief warrant officer 4, who now serves as 
coordinator of the Veterans Coalition of the Crystal 
Coast.

Crowds hit Bogue Banks for holiday

Visitors pack Atlantic Beach Monday to enjoy the Memorial Day holiday that kicks off the county’s unofficial start of the summer tourism 
season. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
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MOREHEAD CITY — With record-set-
ting heat hitting the region, it’s critical senior 
citizens have adequate cooling.

Thanks to money from Operation Fan Heat 
Relief, two county agencies make free fans 
available each year to the elderly and those 
with heat-sensitive illnesses. The two agen-
cies are the Leon Mann Jr. Enrichment Center 
in Morehead City and Coastal Community 
Action Inc. in Newport.

Carteret County Aging Services Director 
Kisha Williams with the Leon Mann Jr. 
Enrichment Center said Friday the center 

BY CHERYL BURKE
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 ELISE CLOUSER
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FORT MACON — Despite 
seven drownings since April at 
county beaches, Memorial Day 
weekend visitors flocked to the 
Crystal Coast, with many paying 
close attention to red and yellow 
warning flags posted in coastal 
communities.

Many, like Lisa Sawyer of 
Greenville, opted to only allow 

her children to swim in a lifeguard 
protected area at Fort Macon State 
Park.

“We love to come here and 
we’re aware of what’s been hap-
pening. That’s why we’re stay-
ing close to the lifeguards,” Ms. 
Sawyer said Monday as she and a 
friend watched their children play 
in the surf.

Families spending time in 
Atlantic Beach and Pine Knoll 
Shores were also taking extra pre-
cautions, but enjoying the beauty 

of the area.
“We opted to take a ferry 

Saturday to Bird Shoal because 
we heard it was one of the saf-
est beaches in the area,” Leslie 
Adams of Clayton said Monday as 
she and her sons ate lunch at the 
Oceanana Pier House in Atlantic 
Beach. “We have a condo in Pine 
Knoll Shores and heard about the 
drowning (Sunday), so we’ve been 
trying to educate ourselves about 
rip currents so we know what to do 
and what to look out for.”

Thanks to people being cautious, 
Fort Macon State Park Supervisor 
Randy Newman said the park offi-
cials counted big crowds, yet expe-
rienced a relatively quiet week-
end.

“We had a few minor rescue 
incidents on Monday, but nothing 
major,” Mr. Newman said. “We 
are pleased how the weekend went 
and how crowds behaved. Overall 
it was a great weekend.”

See Safety / Page 5A See Drowning / Page 4A

See Veterans / Page 4A

See Fan / Page 5ASee Crowds / Page 4A

BOE preps for one-stop,
readies for 2020 races

Elections Assistant Lerzan Altan, left, and Interim Board of Elections Director Margot Burke, right, operate a small 
camera with software Tuesday that captures a photo and allows the county office to print free photo identification 
cards for voting purposes. (Dylan Ray photo) 

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — After a packed 
primary contest that produced no 
majority victor, elections offi-
cials across North Carolina’s 3rd 
Congressional District are preparing 
to welcome Republican voters to the 
ballot box again in July. 

Early voting in the second 
Republican primary election for 
the open congressional seat begins 
Wednesday, June 19. Carteret County 
officials will open early voting polls 
at one location for Republicans and 
those who voted a Republican ballot 
in the April 30 contest.

The runoff election is set for 
Tuesday, July 9, while the final con-
test will be Tuesday, Sept. 10.

On the July 9 ballot are Dr. Greg 
Murphy, a urologist and state repre-
sentative since 2015, and Dr. Joan 
Perry, a pediatrician that brands her-
self as a “political outsider.” The pair 
were frontrunners in the April contest, 
with Dr. Murphy getting 22.51% and 
Dr. Perry obtaining 15.44% of the 
vote, both falling short of the 30% 

IMPORTANT DATES

� Wednesday, June 19: One-stop early voting 
begins
� Saturday, June 29: Single Saturday early 
voting session
� Thursday, July 4: BOE offices closed, no 
early voting
� Friday, July 5: One-stop early voting ends
� Tuesday, July 9: Special Republican primary 
runoff for NC-03

needed to avoid a second primary. 

Vote early in Carteret 
County

One-stop early voting in the con-
test will run June 19 through Friday, 
July 5 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. There 
will be one Saturday early voting 
session, set for 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, June 29. 

There will be no early voting 
Thursday, July 4. 

Eligible Carteret County voters 

See BOE / Page 5A
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