
Webb finishes as 
runner-up 

in Supercross 
title race

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

It looked more like a typical school day 
June 17 as children and parents waited at 
bus stops along Carteret County roadways.

Instead of boarding buses, however, 
children and parents received free breakfasts 
and lunches as part of the N.C. Summer 
Nutrition Program.

The county school system has partici-
pated in the summer feeding program for 
several years, but because of the novel coro-
navirus pandemic, Child Nutrition Direc-
tor Melissa Albright said the initiative was 
especially needed.

“I think it’s important because of the 
COVID situation. Many people are stay-
ing at home or are still out of work. I don’t 
know what would happen for some families 
if we weren’t getting the food out to them,” 
she said.

As well as delivering meals by buses to 
families Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 
there are six schools preparing meals that 
families can pick up from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Those schools are 
Bogue Sound Elementary, Beaufort Middle, 
White Oak Elementary, Smyrna Elementary, 
Newport Elementary and Morehead City 

Primary schools.
Those receiving meals from buses 

Mondays and Wednesdays get enough food 
to last two days. The Friday delivery from 
buses and onsite at schools is designed to 
last children over the weekend.

Ms. Albright emphasized the program is 
open to all children, birth to 18 years of age.

“Whether they are in school or not, they 
qualify,” she said, adding there is no income 
criteria required.

The N.C. Summer Nutrition Program is 
administered by the N.C. Department of 
Public Instruction, with federal assistance 
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Ms. Albright said the county school sys-
tem plans to continue the program through 
Sunday, Aug. 16, although the district has 
been approved for funding through Monday, 
Aug. 31.

“School right now is supposed to start on 
(Monday) Aug. 17, but we’ll wait and see,” 
she said.

The only week schools won’t serve meals 
is Monday, June 29 through Friday, July 3. 
During that week, four churches are joining 
forces to distribute food boxes beginning at 
11 a.m. June 29 at the six school sites. There 

will be no bus deliveries that week.
“We plan to pack enough food in the 

boxes on that Monday that will last families 
for the week,” the Rev. John Carswell of 
Parkview Baptist Church in Morehead City, 
who is organizing the effort, said Thursday.

Churches helping with the distribution 
are Parkview Baptist, First Baptist Church 
in Morehead City, First United Methodist 
Church in Morehead City and Atlantic Mis-
sionary Baptist Church.

Those receiving meals Wednesday said 
they are grateful for the help.

“I have four kids and a niece and nephew 
I’m picking up for. It helps so much,” 
Andrea Richardson of Morehead City said. 
“It’s a blessing.”

Ms. Albright said, on average, the school 
system is serving 20,000 meals a week. Dur-
ing the school year, the district was serving 
between 23,000 and 24,000 meals a week.

Those distributing meals for the summer 
include teacher assistants, bus drivers, trans-
portation workers, child nutrition workers 
and volunteers.

Funds to pay school employees are being 
provided through the federal Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act.  

Morehead City Elementary School teacher assistant Julie Bried provides meals to children in Morehead City on Wednesday as part of the N.C. Summer 
Nutrition Program. (Cheryl Burke photo)
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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

SPORTS

Ü 7A

Wednesday 
June 24

Thursday  
June 25

Friday 
June 26

Saturday 
June 27

Sunday 
June 28

Low 4:50 a.m. 5:35 a.m. 6:22 a.m. 7:12 a.m. 8:04 a.m.
4:27 p.m. 5:20 p.m. 6:19 p.m. 7:24 p.m. 8:33 p.m.

High 10:37 a.m 11:28 p.m. 12:23 a.m. 12:40 a.m. 1:36 a.m.

11:00 p.m. 11:48 p.m. -------- 1:23 p.m. 2:25 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with athletes 
kneeling in protest during 

the national anthem?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Beaufort Historical Old 
Homes Tour cancelled

This year was to be the 60th 
anniversary of the Beaufort His-
torical Association Old Homes 
Tour, now cancelled, where the 
community comes together to 
admire 12 of Beaufort’s historic 
private homes, 10 gardens, 
local churches, artists’ studios 
and authentically-restored 
buildings and grounds of the 
Beaufort Historic Site.  

The Old Homes Tour is a 
tradition beyond the locals, 
people travel from across 
the country to Beaufort every 
summer to enjoy it. Executive 
Director of the Beaufort Histori-
cal Association, Patricia Suggs, 
recounted a touching story of 
a mother and son who look 
forward to coming together 
every year at this event as part 
of their family tradition.  

BEAUFORT

BEAUFORT

Beaufort board reviews 
budget options, tax rate 

Ü 8A

Though no one spoke dur-
ing the formal public hearing 
on Beaufort’s fi scal 2020-21 
budget held via Zoom Monday, 
residents and others had until 
Tuesday afternoon to submit 
written comments.  

In accordance with state 
law, the town accepted written 
public comment on the $13.2 
million tax-and-spend plan 
through roughly 4 p.m. Tues-
day, after presstime.

CEDAR POINT

Alice McCormick, Swansboro
Steven Ketner, Newport
Antonio Wallace, Newport
Bill Clare, Newport
James Willis, Ayden
Robert Hector Jr., Havelock
Paul Prevost, Emerald Isle
Betty Sullivan, Swansboro
Bobby Manning Sr., Newport

Marion Speed, Morehead City
Sabra Heagle, Boca Raton, Fla.
Ernest Whaley Jr., Concord, Pa.
Landon Lawrence, Beaufort
Amy Barnes, Beaufort
Ross Camorlinga, Morehead City
Debra Faw, Atlantic
Jan Williams Jr., New Bern

Schoolscontinuetoprovidefreemealsduringsummer

MOREHEAD CITY

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

A town planning board mem-
ber and unsuccessful November 
2019 board of commissioners’ 
candidate resigned Friday after 
he chastised Cedar Point Thurs-
day night for not taking further 
steps to prevent fl ooding from 
heavy rainstorms.

Paul Garavaglia, who notifi ed 
offi cials of his resignation Fri-
day in town hall, spoke during 
the public comment section of 
the agenda for the commission’s 
work session, which chiefl y 
dealt with the budget.

He said a June 16 storm that 
dropped 5 or more inches of rain 
and fl ooded the town’s water-
front park and some residents’ 
yards showed the town’s stan-
dards aren’t tough enough.

Part of the problem, he said, 
was evident when a stormwater 
retention pond behind Perfor-
mance East, a new business 
at the intersection of Masonic 
Avenue and Highway 24, badly 
overfl owed after the storm.

The town uses a state stan-

dard that requires a property 
owner in any of the 20 coastal 
counties to retain on their prop-
erty the fi rst 1.5 inches of rain 
from a storm.

Exactly how much rain the 
storm dropped doesn’t matter, 
Mr. Garavaglia said Thurs-
day, but the town needs to try 
to adopt rules that exceed the 
state’s minimum standard and 
enforce them.

“No one has ever addressed 
this,” he said, and as develop-
ment continues and more park-
ing lots and buildings are built, 
runoff is increasing. “This is 
going to continue to get worse. 
We need to come up with a bet-
ter solution.

“We’re on track to exceed 
2018 rainfall,” Mr. Garavaglia 
added, which included Hurri-
cane Florence’s deluge.

He suggested a standard of 
as much as 5 inches of rainfall 
retention.

In an interview Friday, Mr. 
Garavaglia said he resigned 
from the planning board because 
he has no confi dence in the town 

and its elected offi cials.
“I don’t want to go in there 

and put up this façade ... of try-
ing to make a difference when 
they don’t listen to us,” he said. 
“I won’t be going back to town 
board meetings. There’s no 
point in it. I’m disgusted with 
the town.”

Thursday night, he said he 
thinks the town should have 
a building moratorium until 
stormwater and other issues, 
such as traffi c, can be adequate-
ly addressed.

Mayor Scott Hatsell said 
during the meeting Thursday he 
realizes the stormwater problem 
is serious and added the town 
has been seeking solutions for 
years. He mentioned working 
with the N.C. Coastal Federation 
on a number of projects.

“Stormwater is a wicked 
devil,” he said in the comment 
period at the end of the meet-
ing. “If you require (5 inches of 
retention) then every parcel in 
Cedar Point is going to have to 
have a retention pond.”

The town, he said, would 

end up with more pond area 
than land area. But the mayor 
conceded it’s a big issue.

“We’ve got to keep working 
on it,” he said.

While fl ooding from the 
Thursday night storm wasn’t as 
bad as in nearby Emerald Isle 
and Cape Carteret, Town Man-
ager David Rief said during his 
comments there were signifi cant 
problems, such as in Cedar Point 
Villas off Highway 24, on Bell 
and Ashe streets, Bluff Road and 
at the intersection of Old High-
way 58 and VFW Road.

The town, he said, has been 
talking to the State Department 
of Transportation about possible 
improvements in drainage along 
the streets the state controls, 
especially Highway 24.

Contact Brad Rich 
at 252-864-1532; email 
Brad@thenewstimes.com; or 
follow on Twitter @brichccnt.

Planning board member blasts town, resigns

Ü 2A

Boaters along Crystal Coast 
show support of Trump 

MOREHEAD CITY

Hundreds of boats took to 
the waters off Morehead City 
and Beaufort in a show of 
support Saturday for President 
Donald Trump, the same day 
he later held an indoor cam-
paign rally in Tulsa, Okla.

The fl otilla-style event was 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., 
with protection by the U.S. 
Coast Guard and the More-
head City Police Department.

Ü 2A
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