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Sunday 
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POLL
QUESTION

Do you agree with the 
governor’s decision on 
opening the schools?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

MOREHEAD CITY

MaST moves to Bryant 
Center for 2020-21 year

The Marine Science and 
Technologies Early College 
High School will see major 
changes for the 2020-21 
academic year — including 
its location on the campus of 
Carteret Community College.

The school, which opened in 
2018 on the fi rst fl oor of the 
Smith Building, is in the process 
of being moved to the second 
fl oor of the Bryant Student 
Center.

Ü 4A

Sheriff’s office arrests pair 
on abducting children

The Carteret 
County Sheriff’s 
Offi ce has ar-
rested a Belhaven 
couple on out-
standing warrants 
for child abduc-
tion in Tyrrell 
County. 

In a Wednes-
day release, 
the CCSO said 
deputies arrested 
James Marvin 
Spencer Jr., 36, 
and Brittany 
Taylor Spencer, 
31, both of E. Bay 
Street in Belhaven.

The arrests came after depu-
ties responded around 4:30 
p.m. Tuesday to a reported 
domestic disturbance at Ce-
dar Creek Campground and 
Marina in Sea Level, according 
to the release.

BEAUFORT

Ü 2A

BEAUFORT

EMERLAD ISLE

Ü 1B

Obituaries on Page 3A

Elder Jones Jr., Nichols, S.C.
James Jones Sr., Beaufort
Anne Clarke, Morehead City
Melicent Solomon, Emerald Isle
Samuel Gore, Carteret County
John Rumke, Newport
Randy Schoonover, Havelock

Floyd Thompson Jr., Atlantic Beach
William Smith Sr., Morehead City
Robert Rogers III, Beaufort
Santina Gentile, Gloucester
Charlotte Woolard, Morehead City
Ella Giesey, Gloucester

B. SPENCER

J. SPENCER

MOREHEAD CITY

Emerald Isle cancels 
Beach Music Festival

The annual Emerald Isle 
Beach Music Festival, sched-
uled for Saturday, Sept. 26, is 
the latest event to fall victim to 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Emerald Isle commissioners, 
during their monthly meeting 
Tuesday night, held in town 
hall with social distancing and 
broadcast live on the town’s 
Facebook page, voted unani-
mously to cancel it.

Town Manager Matt Zapp 
said in an email Wednesday 
the town hated to cancel the 
festival, but “the health and 
safety of our residents, guests, 
employees and contractors 
remains the highest priority.

In addition, the board’s vote 
Tuesday night canceled Em-
erald Fest, Day4Kids and the 
Summer Movie Nights series, 
all in one resolution.

Ü 10A
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There’s great potential for 
mariculture in North Carolina, 
especially in Carteret County, 
but more support from the state 
is needed. 

This is the message from a 
feasibility study on maricul-
ture infrastructure. The N.C. 
Coastal Federation, a non-
profi t organization dedicated to 
protecting the coastal environ-
ment, released its U.S. Deptart-
ment of Commerce Economic 
Development Administration-
funded study July 9. 

According to the federation, 
the shellfi sh mariculture industry 
has the potential to “diversify 
the state’s coastal economy and 
provide high-wage, year-round 
jobs.” 

“The tourism sector 
dominates many of the more 
prosperous coastal areas, while 
hurricanes require constant 
adaptation to rebuild sustain-
ably,” the federation said in the 
study. “Ultimately, the coastal 
region must pursue economic 
resilience to bring prosperity to 
all residents.” 

State offi cials have been 
investigating shellfi sh growing 
for the last several years. The 
General Assembly created a 
shellfi sh mariculture advisory 
committee, which created a list 
of recommendations in 2018 to 
support and expand the state’s 
mariculture industry. 

NCCF Executive Direc-

tor Todd Miller said in an 
email to the News-Times the 
federation’s study grew out of 
the strategic plan the General 
Assembly’s committee created. 

“The strategic plan encour-
ages the industry to grow to 
a value of $100 million by 
2030,” he said. “Providing 
growers with onshore work 
space from which to state their 
operations was seen as a criti-
cal need to help existing and 
new operations succeed, since 
working waterfront land is so 
hard and expensive to secure.” 

The NCCF said its study 
describes key infrastructure 
needs identifi ed by shellfi sh 
growers, mariculture experts 
and economic development 
experts. 

“Improvements in water-
front access, storage, process-
ing and distribution and busi-
ness services and training are 
the investments needed to pro-
pel the industry forward to the 
next stage,” the federation said. 
“To meet some of the major 
needs identifi ed in this study, 
the development of a network 
of shellfi sh mariculture incuba-
tors is recommended.” 

Mr. Miller said the study’s 
proposed plan is to fi nd suit-
able locations where gear can 
be maintained and products 
refrigerated. 

“These sites need to be close 
to the water,” he said, “with 
nearby boat ramps (or other 
forms of water access) so that 

CARERET COUNTY

NC Coastal Federation: More investment 
needed in mariculture infrastructure 

Oyster baskets, a type of shellfi sh mariculture, fl oat on the top of the water to 
grow oysters. (Chuck Weirich photo)

growers that down own water-
front land can then get to shellfi sh 
leases.”

According to the federa-
tion, this network would “foster 
industry development” while also 
addressing regional needs. The 
federation suggests starting with 
three incubators, one of which 
would be located in Carteret 
County. The other two would be 

in Onslow and Hyde counties. 
The NCCF said Carteret 

County has the highest number 
of mariculture industry invest-
ment opportunities at 27. This is 
largely due to the county having 
the highest number of shellfi sh 
leaseholders in the state, 101, 
according to 2019 data, the latest 
available from the N.C. Division 

See Investment / Pg 2A
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Carteret County Schools 
Superintendent Dr. Rob Jack-
son updated the County Board 
of Education on the planning 
process being used to create 
a school opening plan for the 
2020-21 academic year, set to 
begin Monday, Aug. 17.

During a special meeting 
Thursday in the school system’s 
central offi ce, Dr. Jackson 
said seven school committees 
have fi nalized a draft opening 
plan, which he will now show 
to county health offi cials and 
school nurses for input. A school 
leadership team will review the 
plan over the weekend, as well.

In addition, parent and staff 
surveys are being launched to 
gather input.

Dr. Jackson said the fi nalized 
plan will be presented to the 
school board at 1 p.m. Wednes-
day for approval. The meeting 
will be streamed for the public 
and media on the school system’s 
YouTube channel. The link will 
be available on the system’s 
website.

“Nothing is more important 
than the health and well being 
of our students and staff,” Dr. 
Jackson said.

He noted plans are based on 
Gov. Roy Cooper’s announce-
ment Tuesday that public schools 
can reopen at reduced in-class-
room capacity but gives parents 
and school districts the choice to 
have classes entirely online due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

Previously, Gov. Cooper re-
quested school systems plan for 

Superintendent reviews school opening 
process, will present final plan Wednesday

reopening under three scenarios. 
Plan A is based on all students 
being present in school with 
social distancing precautions in 
place. 

Plan B was originally based 
on 50% or less of the student 
body present with social dis-
tancing precautions in place. 
However, Dr. Jackson said 
Thursday that has now changed 
from 50% capacity to the num-
ber of students that will keep 
them 6 feet apart.

“For us, that may very well 
work out to be about 50 percent 

capacity,” Dr. Jackson said. “We 
will be measuring buildings.”

Plan C is based on all stu-
dents participating in remote 
learning only.

During Tuesday’s press 
conference, Gov. Cooper called 
for school systems to put Plan 
B into place. He further gave 
districts and parents the option 
to choose Plan C.

With Plan B, Dr. Jackson 
said there will be many safety 
protocols in place to protect 
students and staff, including 
wearing masks and 6-foot social 

distancing.
Even as plans are being fi nal-

ized, Dr. Jackson reminded the 
board staff must be prepared 
to change quickly under the 
governor’s direction if there’s a 
spike in coronavirus cases.

“We want to be able to move 
from one scenario to another 
quickly,” he said.

Dr. Jackson reviewed the 
seven committees and some of 
the many details each is tasked 
with working through. The 

A technology facilitator at Beaufort Elementary School cleans Chromebooks in early July in preparation for the 
opening of the 2020-21 academic year. Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson said Thursday a fi nal opening plan will 
be presented to the County Board of Education at 1 p.m. Wednesday for approval. (Cheryl Burke photo)

See Schools / Pg 2A

Bogue Inlet  Pier for sale
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