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A passing of the torch occurred 
Thursday as exiting Interim Town 
Manager Chris Turner attended his 
last council meeting 
and offi cials wel-
comed new Town 
Manager Bryan 
Chadwick. 

The council met 
Thursday for their 
regular meeting, the 
last for Mr. Turner, 
who’d served as in-
terim manager since Angela Christian 
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Deputies arrest Newport 
man for false bomb threat

Carteret County deputies ar-
rested Charles Stanley Hunt Jr., 
40, of Newport, for making a 
false bomb threat Sunday.

According to a Monday re-
lease from the Carteret County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce, Deputy Cenold 
Belizaire and Sgt. Chad Hon-
eycutt responded to the town 
black box on the ground in 
front of the store owner.
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Many county churches 
are opting for online 
worship services versus 
congregants attending in 
buildings in an attempt to 
prevent the spread of the 
coronavirus.

The Rev. Powell Osteen 
of First United Methodist 
Church, one of the largest 
churches in the county, an-
nounced Friday the church 
campus will be closed 
through Tuesday, March 
31. This includes public 
worship services and group 
gatherings.

“We want to be proac-
tive for the health of our 

congregation,” Rev. Osteen 
said Friday. “There will be 
no public gatherings the re-
mainder of March. We will 
offer live-streaming of our 
worship services and we of-
fer a free app for viewing at 
FUMCmhc.”

St. Peter’s United Meth-
odist Church in Morehead 
City also canceled services 
through Saturday, March 
21.

“We’re going to take it 
on a week-by-week basis,” 
the church’s administra-
tor Carole Stalnaker said 
Friday. “The offi ce will 
remain open.”

One Harbor Church 
pastor, the Rev. Donnie 

Griggs, said Friday, “All 
public gatherings at all 
four One Harbor loca-
tions will be canceled for 
the next two Sundays. We 
will be canceling every-
thing with the exception 
of small group gatherings 
and possibly small youth 
group gatherings. Any large 
gatherings on our campuses 
over the next two weeks 
are canceled. We will be 
doing live-streaming of our 
Sunday service.”

Services at Glad Tidings 
Church in Morehead City 
and Emerald Isle Chapel by 
the Sea were also offered 
online Sunday.
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With public school campus-
es shut down for at least two 
weeks, students will begin tak-
ing online classes from home 
effective Monday, March 23.

To address concerns over 
hunger, school offi cials have 
also announced students can 
receive free meals through the 
school system. The program 
began Monday, with meals 
served at fi ve school sites and 
for Monday and Tuesday at 
several apartment complexes.

However, beginning 

Wednesday, school buses will 
deliver meals to families on 
their regular bus routes instead 
of serving at the apartment 
complexes, according to a 
press release issued Tuesday.

This will be in addition 
to meals being served from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Beaufort 
Middle, Bogue Sound Elemen-
tary, Morehead City Primary, 
Newport Elementary, Smyrna 
Elementary and White Oak 
Elementary schools.

Interim Superintendent 
Richard Paylor, in the press 
release, said the buses will 

load meals at 10:30 a.m. from 
the schools listed above and 
depart using the same schedule 
as an early release day.

“They will travel their nor-
mal route, stopping and giving 
meals out to students,” Mr. 
Paylor said.

Elementary parents are 
asked to use the Here Comes 
The Bus app to see when the 
bus will be at their stop for 
meal delivery. Middle and 
high school parents will need 
to partner with an elementary 
neighbor to fi gure out bus de-
livery time as the Here Come 

the Bus app will only report to 
the elementary routes. 

“This bus route delivery 
will replace the neighborhood 
delivery that took place yester-
day and today. While we know 
there may be faults found in 
this plan, we will adjust and 
plan accordingly to continue 
to improve the process,” Mr. 
Paylor said.

Carteret County Schools 
Communications Director 
Tabbie Nance said meals can 
be picked up free of charge to 
anyone in the county 18 years 

Schools to serve meals during downtime

LUNCHES CONTINUE Please know our 
focus continues to 
be on our students, 
our employees and 
all their families, with 
health and well-being 
at the top of the list.”

— Richard Paylor, Carteret 
County Schools interim 

superintendent

“

Onlineclasses
beginMarch23

See Schools / Page 10A

MOREHEAD CITY

First United Methodist Church Communications Director Kim McCoury checks the church’s web 
notifi cation regarding the cancelation of worship services through the end of March due to the 
coronavirus. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Churches turn to technology for 
services to protect congregants

See Churches / Page 10A

Town
welcomes
newmanager

See Manager / Page 10A

left in September 2019. 
Town offi cials announced Feb. 27 

they’d hired Mr. Chadwick, a native 
of Mill Creek, who’d served as town 
manager of Indian Beach from 2013-
18, then as manager of North Topsail 
Beach.

“It’s great to be home,” said 
Mr. Chadwick, who was present at 
Thursday’s meeting. “I’ve got friends 
who live right down the street.” 

Mr. Turner said the transition so 
far had been “wonderful.” 

“I can’t think of a better person for 
Newport to have,” he said. “It’s been 
an honor and a privilege to serve as 
your interim manager…It’s rare we 
see people with such dedication and 
passion for community service.”

The council thanked Mr. Turner 
for his service to the town during his 
time as manager. Mayor Pro-Tem 
Chuck Shinn said they appreciate 
everything he’s done during his stay. 

“We can’t thank you enough for 
your leadership and counsel,” Mr. 
Shinn said. 

Councilman Mark Eadie said he 

BEAUFORT

HUNT JR.

Coronavirus
For the latest information on 
COVID-19, visit carolinacoast-
online.com/coronavirus.

CARTERET COUNTY

Closings, cancellations 
News-Times staff compiled 

lists of canceled events, munici-
pal and business closings.
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Hilda Howell, Goldsboro
Jamie Shreve, Newport
Ted Dixon, Beaufort
Timothy Reels, Beaufort
Anthony Smith, Newport
Dollie Gray, Smyrna

From the publishers’ desk:
We fi nd ourselves in an un-

precedented challenge as the 
world, our country, state and 
community deal with the highly 
contagious COVID-19 Corona 
virus. As we attempt to eliminate 
the possible transference of the 
virus through public contact, 
businesses and government 
agencies are taking steps never 
considered before. The closure 
of stores, reduction or elimina-
tion of personal contact for 
upwards to 15 days and beyond 
are interrupting every aspect of 
our community.

The News-Times and its sub-
sidiary publication The Tideland 
News are committed to bringing 
our readors current news that 
will assist in making decisions 
about day-to-day activities and 
to counter misinformation that 
will be fl ooding social media. We 
recommend that the community 
stay informed by checking the 
web editions of the News-Times 
and Tideland News  by logging 
into carolinacoastonline.com.  
We will be maintaining an up-
to-date report on closings and 
meeting changes.

In the event that the print 
edition is interrupted, our print 
customers can go directly to 
our full E-edition. If you are not 
yet a subscriber to the E-edi-
tion, please send your name, 
address and e-mail address to 
our circulation department at 
circulation@thenewstimes.
com and we will be prepared to 
send you a temporary password 
for your convenience.

Lockwood & Nikki Phillips,
Publishers

Vera Rufenacht, Coldwater, Mich.
Anne Stimpson, New Bern
Donald Graham, Mill Creek
Richard Alexander Jr., Morehead City
Gregory Dixon, Morehead City
Dmytry Burbella, Morehead City

East girls start 
soccer season 

with 
mercy-rule 

win over 
Havelock
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(Cheryl Burke photo)
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