
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle OKs Reed Drive speed limit

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Look inside for Tidings, the monthly newsletter of the SACC!
One Harbor alters plans for Main Street Extension church, Page 5
Board’s second split vote approves a request for rezoning, Page 10
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The Onslow County 
Board of Elections will 
hold educational semi-
nars about voter photo 
identification require-
ments on Wednesday, 
July 24.

The seminars – at 3 
and 6 p.m. – are open 
to the public and will 
take place at the Onslow 
County Government 
Center, 234 Northwest 
Corridor Blvd. in 
Jacksonville.

These seminars are 
free.

Beginning in 2020, 
voters will be required 
to provide photo iden-
tification before they 
vote. This includes both 
in-person and by-mail 
voting, with some excep-
tions. In November 
2018, North Carolina 
voters approved an 
amendment to the N.C. 
Constitution to require 
voters to present photo 
ID at the polls.

Each county is 
required to hold at least 
two voter ID seminars 
before Sept. 1.

Attendees also will 
receive information 
about voting options, 
including absentee-by-
mail, One-Stop early 
voting and Election 
Day voting. Information 
about provisional voting, 
the availability of free 
North Carolina voter 
ID cards and residency 
requirements for voting 
also will be provided.

For more information 
call the Onslow County 
Board of Elections at 
(910) 455-4484.

75¢

Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather will be rainy 
with highs in the 
upper-80s and lows in 
the low-80s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by Kinley Taylor, who 
was a student in Kim 
Mauser’s first grade 
class at Queens 
Creek Elementary 
School.
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Commentary

Seeking 

solitude 

sometimes 

simply fails, 

fortunately

Towel Ministry 

works locally
By Jimmy Williams

Once again, youth from across the 
state traveled to Swansboro to take part 
in the Beach Towel Ministry.

Sponsored by St. Peter’s by-the-Sea 
Episcopal Church, this year’s crew, 
which also included church members, 
spent a week doing good deeds in the 
community.

Francine Sabisch, parish adminis-
trator, said the a variety of work was 
undertaken during the visit, the week of 
June 26.

The youth and adult volunteers 
installed wheel chair ramps, built and 
replaced a deck, power-washed a home, 
repaired and sealed a roof and cleaned 

By Barry Fetzer 

A trip to Onslow Beach 
at Camp Lejeune at low tide 
early on a weekday morn-
ing found the surf-washed 
beach almost empty of 
people. But it was littered 
with sharks’ teeth. I found 
a dozen small, black teeth 
in an hour of lackadaisical 
searching.

Like most of you read-
ers I feel very fortunate 
to live close enough to 
the beach to experience it. 
Early morning on a beach 
is a magical time. It can 
offer a solitude for which 
many of us search … an 
opportunity to contemplate 
the vastness, beauty and 
timelessness of the sea. It 
shrinks our own troubles 

whatever and … since most 
of our troubles are people 
oriented … whoever they 
may be.

“The cure for anything,” 
as author Isak Dinesen was 
quoted as saying, “is salt 
water – sweat, tears, or the 
sea.”

If you’re like me, if it’s 
not solitude for which we 
search on the beach, we’re 
often rightly focused on 
those we’re with and not 
all that interested in strik-
ing up conversations with 
strangers. It’s not that we’re 
unfriendly and we are, after 
all, blessedly living in east-
ern North Carolina where 
“stranger” still has a less 
irksome sense than it does 
(See MEET, page �)

The volunteers are pictured in 
the midst of installing a wheel-

chair ramp, one of their many 
projects. (Photo contributed)

Swansboro waterfront at sunset
The Swansboro water tower and some of the town’s 

homes can be seen over the waters of the White Oak River 
in this photo, which was taken at sunset from the banks of 
the Cedar Point Trail. (Carl Lewis Photo)

By Jimmy Williams

With filing to close 
on Friday, July 19, at 
noon, there are four 
official candidates for 
the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners’ election.

Jason Dedmond, 
director of the elections 
in Onslow County, said 
the town election this 
year is for four seats.

Due to the resignation 
of a commissioner early 
in her four-year term, 
this election will also 
decide the person who 
will fill the final two 

years of that term.
This election could 

require a special ballot, 
however, Dedmond said, 
“I haven’t been advised 
any differently. I know 
they are electing four.”

This year, Swansboro 
will elect four commis-
sioners. The top two 
finishers will serve four-
year terms and the can-
didate coming in third-
place will serve for two 
years. The candidate in 
the partial-term election 
– however that is settled 

By Jimmy Williams

It’s back-to-the-drawing board on 
the town’s effort to preserve open lands 
– working farms, mostly – in and around 
Swansboro. The focus of the effort is tracts 
zoned residential-agriculture.

At their meeting June 25, town com-
missioners were handed a proposal 
– unanimously endorsed by the Swansboro 
Planning Board – that would amend the 
minimum building-lot size in the RA zon-
ing district from 1-1/2 acres to 3 acres “to 
preserve the residential character of the 
area from subdivision intrusion.”

Andrea Correll, town planner, presented 
the matter at the commissioner meeting. 
She explained that the action is being 
taken as a follow up on the town’s recently 
adopted land-use plan. The plan serves as 
a guide to future development. (See related 
article.) The town is in the midst of codify-
ing policies and goals of the LUP.

“We had a big turnout from the agricul-
tural areas,” Correll said of the planning 
that went into the LUP. Citizen input was 
considered the key to the several-months 
update process in 2018. “There are still 
working farms.”

During Swansboro’s LUP update 
process, Correll said many farm owners 
expressed that they wanted the plan to 
protect a rural way of life. Doubling the 
minimum lot size for a single-family home 
within the RA zone – which would dis-
courage “subdivision-intrusion” – would 
help ensure that goal, and that goal was 
written into the LUP, according to Correll.

Recognizing that there was opposition 
to the plan, Correll pointed out to commis-
sioners that some property in the town and 
its extraterritorial jurisdiction is zoned RA 
for reasons other than it is being farmed.

“There is a lot of properties that are 
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(See TOWEL, page �)

(See COMMISSIONERS, page �)

Know ID

(See FILING, page �)


