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Saturday-Sunday, Nov. 5-6, 2022 Vol. 111 - No. 89 Published Wednesday and Weekends

TIDES Saturday, Nov. 5
Low:  ------- 12:11 pm
High:  5:56 am  6:15 pm

Wednesday, Nov. 9
Low:  1:20 am 2:19 pm
High:  7:49 am  8:07 pm

Tuesday, Nov. 8
Low:  12:43 am 1:36 pm
High:  7:09 am  7:27 pm

Monday, Nov. 7
Low:  12:05 am 12:51 pm
High:  6:28 am  6:45 pm

Sunday, Nov. 6
Low:  12:24 am 12:03 pm
High:  5:44 am  6:02 pm

CARTERET COUNTY

BEAUFORT

wind energy taskforce meets at carteret community college

See VOTING Page 4A

by the numbersu.s. military spending 
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2022 projected defense spending markets by category
aircraft

 - $72.7 billion
construction serv.

 - $40.5 billion
ships & subs

 - $39.3billion
system development

 - $32 billion
guided missiles

 - $31.9 billion

top department of defense contract vehicles for last 5 years
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f-35 jsf production
 - $33.4 billion

tricare east
 - $26.1 billion

direct delivery fuels
 - $22.6 billion

seaport enhanced
 - $20.5 billion

oasis
 - $17 billion

va class submarines
 - $16.7 billion

one acquisition solution for ingrated services

top 8 largest defense contractors in fy2021:
lockheed martin

 - $40.2 billion
boeing

 - $22.1 billion
raytheon tech

 - $20.7 billion
general dynamics

 - $17.8 billion
pfizer Inc.

 - $13.3 billion
northrop grumman

 - $12.9 billion
huntington Ingalls 

 - $7.4 billion
humana Inc.

 - $7.1 billion

STAFF REPORT
Workforce development 

along with port operations 
needed to support wind energy 
development off the N.C. coast 
were the focus of the North 
Carolina Taskforce for Offshore 
Wind Economic Resources (NC 
TOWERS) quarterly meeting at 
Carteret Community College on 
Tuesday, Nov. 1.

The NC TOWERS meeting, 

conducted at the college’s Culi-
nary Arts Center, included pre-
sentations by a delegation of 12 
representatives from the United 
Kingdom, a global leader in the 
production of electricity from 
offshore wind turbines. Approx-
imately 75 participants, includ-
ing the taskforce, UK delega-
tion, staff and representatives of 
a diverse group of stakeholders, 
attended the all-day event.

Anticipating growing interest 
and potential of offshore wind 
development along the state’s 
coast, N.C. Gov. Roy Cooper in 
2021 created NC TOWERS by 
executive order. The purpose of 
the committee, according to the 
executive order, is “to provide 
expert advice for advancing 
N.C. offshore wind energy 
projects.”

Carteret County is repre-

sented on the taskforce by Perry 
Harker, vice president of Corpo-
rate and Community Education 
at Carteret Community College, 
who co-chairs the Workforce 
Subcommittee, and Carteret 
County Economic Development 
Director Michele Querry, co-
chair of the Economic Develop-
ment Subcommittee.

The meeting Tuesday 

turn your clocks back!don’t forget!

See WIND Page 2A

go vote
absentee ballot deadlines
u Return ballot by mail (postmarked 
by): Nov 8
u Return ballot in person: By 5 PM 
on Nov 8

registration deadlines
u In person during early voting: Oct 
20 – Nov 5

voting deadlines
u Early voting: Oct 20 – Nov 5
u In-person: Nov 8

u to view a sample ballot, go to page 4a

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

Early voting for the 2022 county and 
statewide general election is set to end Sat-
urday, and as of Thursday morning, more 
than 23 percent of Carteret County’s 54,564 
registered voters have already cast ballots.

As of Wednesday, according to state 
records, there were 25,019 Republicans, 
9,652 Democrats, 19,560 unaffi liated, 332 
Libertarian Party members and one Green 
Party member in the county.

A total of 12,729 early votes had been 
cast through the close Wednesday night, in-
cluding 4,825 at the Carteret County Board 
of Elections offi ce in Beaufort, 4,231 at 
Fort Benjamin Park in Newport and 3,673 
at Western Park in Cedar Point.

Caitlin Sabadish, county elections direc-
tor, said Thursday those numbers are good 
for a mid-term election here. In the 2018 
general election, there were 14,994 early 
voters.

“With three days left, I would expect us 
to exceed that,” she said. “We’re steadily 
doing between 300 and 500 at each site 
daily.”

There have also been a signifi cant 
number of absentee votes, Sabadish added. 

According to the state Board of Elections 
website, as of noon Thursday, there had 
been 595 absentee by mail-in ballots in the 
county.

Sabadish said there had been no prob-
lems at the sites so far, and she expects a 
high turnout of voters on Election Day.

Those voters will head to the polls 
Tuesday to cast ballots that will help decide 
statewide races, although locally there is no 
competition.

For county commission, incumbent 
Republicans Chuck Shinn, Mark Mansfi eld 
and Chris Chadwick, plus newcomer David 
Quinn, face no opposition from Democrats. 
The same is true of Republican school 
board candidates Dana Mull, Clark Jenkins, 
Brittany Wheatly and Kathryn Chadwick; 
Republican Sheriff Asa Buck; Republican 
Clerk of Court Ken Raper; Republican Dis-
trict Attorney Scott Thomas; and Republi-
can Register of Deeds Karen Hardesty.

On the state level, Republican incumbent 
Norman Sanderson faces no opposition 
in the election for state Senate District 1, 
which includes Carteret County. County 
residents do have choices in the race for 
House District 13, as Celeste Cairns, a 
Republican from Emerald Isle, squares off 

MATTHEW ADKINS
NEWS-TIMES

A handful of concerned citizens showed up 
Tuesday to observe the vetting of absentee 
and mail-in votes at the Board of Elections 
building in Beaufort.

This was the fi fth absentee meeting since 
Oct. 4 held by the board.

Members partnered up in teams of two to 
ensure the ballots were properly fi lled out be-
fore feeding them into a DS300 ballot scan-
ner.

Only three ballots were rejected Tuesday. 
Two were missing a required witness signature 
while one ballot was incorrectly sealed before 
being counted.

One-stop early voting for the 2022 state-
wide general election began in Carteret 
County Oct. 20 and runs through Nov. 5. 
Election day is Tuesday, Nov. 8.

North Carolina saw a historic number of 
mail-in participation during the 2020 election 
with more than 1,000,000 votes cast. This sig-
nifi cant change in voter behavior meant one 
in fi ve voters provided their picks via absentee 
ballot. During the throes of the COVID-19 

county voters head to the polls tuesday

against Democrat Katie Tomberlin of New-
port for the seat held by Pat McElraft, a Re-
publican who has been in the seat for eight 
consecutive two-year terms and is retiring.

On the federal level, the key races in 
North Carolina are for House District 3, 
where incumbent Republican Greg Murphy 
faces Democrat Barbara Gaskins of New 
Bern, and the U.S. Senate seat held by 

votes tallied as election deadline looms

Unlike state races, local elections offer no competition

Board of Elections Director Caitlin Sabadish feeds a mail-in ballot into a DS300 scan-
ner Tuesday, Nov. 1 at the Board of Elections building in Beaufort.See ELECTIONS Page 4A

Sunday, November 3
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