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Kids share turkey recipes

POLL 
QUESTION

Have you changed your 
plans for Thanksgiv-

ing celebration due to 
Covid-19? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Kathy Taylor, Washington
Nellie Lytle, Lake Frederick, Va.
Marie Smith, Salter Path
Emiley Bowes, Stokes
Alexander Smith, Cedar Island
Mitchell Dudley, Houston, 
Texas

Tonya Ladson, Maple Hill
Clifton Smith Jr., Beaufort 
Jacob Cahoon, Bettie
Louis Thomas Jr., Otway
Carol Millis, Newport
Earl Richardson, Newport
Willa Smith, Havelock

BEAUFORT

CARTERET COUNTY

STAFF REPORT
CARTERET COUNTY 

— The county reported 
Monday 55 new CO-
VID-19 cases have been 
confi rmed since Friday, 
though the number of 
active cases decreased 
over the weekend. 

Offi cials reported 1,750 
COVID-19 cases have been 
confi rmed in Carteret County 
since March, of which 240 are 
considered active and 1,491 
people have recovered. Despite 
an increase in new confi rmed 
cases Monday, active cases 
number 11 less than they did 
Friday. The county’s death toll 
remains at 19.

Carteret Health Care in 
Morehead City reported fi ve 
COVID-19 hospitalizations 
Monday, up from three reported 
Friday. 

The public school system did 
not report any new cases.

CARTERET COUNTY

County reports 55 
more COVID-19 
positives, none in 
public schools

See SALES  Page 4A

Wednesday 
Nov. 25

Thursday 
Nov. 26

Friday 
Nov. 27

Saturday 
Nov. 28

Sunday 
Nov. 29

Low 10:22 a.m. 11:10 a.m. 11:53 a.m. -------- 12:13 a.m.
10:30 p.m. 11:06 p.m. 11:40 a.m. 12:32 p.m. 1:11 p.m.

High 4:10 a.m 4:52 a.m. 5:31 a.m. 6:07 a.m 6:42 a.m.

4:21 p.m. 5:03 p.m. 5:42 p.m. 6:19 p.m 6:56 p.m.

BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

NEWPORT — Tourism to 
Carteret County has soared in 
coronavirus virus-troubled 2020, 
setting monthly records since 
the end of spring, but home sales 

and purchases have 
boomed, too, in 

this odd year.
“This year 

has been the 
busiest for 

myself and many 
other agents, even 

with the (coronavirus) 
pandemic,” said April 
Pike, owner of April 

Pike Realty in New-
port and president of 
the Carteret County 
Multiple Listing 

Service. 
She said she’s been 

a licensed realtor in 
the state since 2008 and 

hasn’t seen anything like this.
Ms. Pike said “sold” listings 

for 2020, through Nov. 20, were 
at 27,390, up 15% from this time 
in 2019, when here had been 
23,773 sales.

It’s not just sales that are up 
- people who sell are getting more 
money for their properties.

“Year-to-date the average 
sale price of homes for 2020 is 
$273,400 compared to $240,302 
for 2019, a 13 percent differ-
ence,” Ms. Pike said.

It’s not that so many more 
people are trying to sell, just that 
more homes are selling.

“The number of listings from 
this year compared to last year 
have not changed much,” Ms. 
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and purchases have 
boomed, too, in 

myself and many 
other agents, even 

with the (coronavirus) 
pandemic,” said April 
Pike, owner of April 

Pike Realty in New-
port and president of 
the Carteret County 
Multiple Listing 

Service. 
She said she’s been 

a licensed realtor in 
the state since 2008 and 

h15%
Amount ‘sold’ listings were up 
in 2020 compared to 2019

 in Carteret County

27,390
Total amount of ‘sold’ listings 

in 2020 in Carteret County

23,773
Amount of ‘sold’ listings in 
2019 in Carteret County

$273,400
Average selling price 

of home  in Carteret County 
in 2020

h13%
Amount of increase in average 
sale price from 2019 to 2020

$240,302
Average selling price 

of home in Carteret County
in 2019 

BY THE NUMBERS

Carteret County 
home sales soar 
during pandemic

CARTERET COUNTY

Boom
 TOWN

This home in Cedar Point is for sale, like many have been this year, and in the 
booming market, the head of the Carteret County Multiple Listing Service indi-
cates it likely won’t be on the market long. (Brad Rich photo)

Generally, the tough 
economy during the pan-
demic has kept mortgage 
interest rates near or below 
3% in many places.

The situation is a bit dif-
ferent for those who seek to 
rent homes, though.

“There have been a lot of 
people who own vacation 
homes now staying here to 
work virtually,” Ms. Pike 
said.

Carteret County is not 

Pike said. But, she added, “Days 
on the market has changed some; 
the average days on the market for 
October 2020 is 59 compared to 
64 in 2019.

“Working with buyers on a 
budget under $200,000 has been 
very challenging, especially after 
Hurricane Florence (in September 
2018),” Ms. Pike added. “When 
these properties do hit the market, 
we fi nd ourselves in multiple-offer 
situations. I tell buyers, ‘You better 
have your ducks in a row.’”

The main “ducks,” she said, 

are to get mortgage pre-approval 
and to have enough money to pay 
the due-diligence fee and closing 
costs.

“A buyer’s ability to pay their 
own closing costs can make a dif-
ference in a seller accepting the of-
fer, especially if there are multiple 
offers on the table,” Ms. Pike said.

The biggest factor in the boom-
ing market is probably mortgage 
rates, which she said are at an 
all-time low. 

“It’s a great time to buy and/or 
sell,” she noted.

HOME SALES

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

After a brief preliminary hearing Mon-
day, the Carteret County Board of Elec-
tions dismissed an election protest regard-
ing nine local ballots in the Nov. 3 race for 
N.C. Supreme Court chief justice.

The election protest was fi led by incum-
bent Chief Justice Cheri Beasley, who was 
trailing opponent Associate Justice Paul 
Newby by a few hundred votes on election 
night.

In a 4-1 vote Monday afternoon, the 
county panel dismissed the protest after 
fi nding it was fi led in compliance with the 
law but did not establish probable cause of 
an irregularity, violation of elections law or 
misconduct. No new evidence or witnesses 
were considered Monday as part of the 
proceedings. 

“Because the county board is consider-
ing whether the complaint, on its face, es-
tablishes probable cause, it is not required 
that these individuals be allowed to speak 
at the preliminary consideration stage,” 
BOE Director Caitlin Sabadish said as part 
of a prepared statement. 

Chairperson Susie Cuthrell was the 
sole dissenting vote on the fi nding of no 

Carteret elections panel dismisses Beasley protest

Carteret County Board of Elections members, from left, Gerald Godette, Jeanette Deese, Susie 
Cuthrell, Amy Holland and, not pictured, Dale Gillikin review an election protest fi ling Monday at 
the BOE’s offi ce in Beaufort. The panel voted 4-1 to dismiss the complaint. (Jackie Starkey photo)

probable cause and the motion to dismiss. 
Ms. Cuthrell said she could not in good 
conscience vote there was no probable 
cause when she questioned the validity of 

the board’s rejection of one, possibly two, 
of the ballots that were now part of the 
protest. Specifi cally, she mentioned a bal-
lot that was rejected because a voter was 

not registered after having been removed by 
the state’s list maintenance for not voting in 
two consecutive federal elections.

“I’m not convinced that we did not deny 
those provisional ballots when we shouldn’t 
have,” she said during the preliminary con-
sideration hearing.

The protest, lodged in numerous coun-
ties across the state, alleged a “defect in the 
manner by which the votes were counted 
or results tabulated suffi cient to cast doubt 
on the apparent results of the election” and 
possible violation of law, irregularity or 
misconduct.

In Carteret County, the protest was aimed 
at just nine of nearly 43,000 ballots: four 
provisional and fi ve absentee ballots. 

Of the nine cases in question, one was 
from a voter who reported having “cured” 
their absentee ballot after defi ciencies, 
which the county did not have record of; 
four were once marked accepted, but upon 
further review were not; two showed as reg-
istration removed despite reported continu-
ous residence in the county; and two were 
voted after an attempt to register that was 
unsuccessful.

See ELECTIONS Page 4A
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