
NEWS
The News-Times is inside!
• Cedar Point park plan being readied

• Classifieds, police reports, obituaries, 
letters and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T
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T deland News
In the Tideland ...

Hammocks Beach State Park ferry service to resume, Page 5
Crystal Coast Choral Society rehearsals begin Tuesday, Page 6
Swansboro High names tennis courts for Jim Sheehan, Page 9
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The town of Swans-
boro’s September meet-
ing schedule includes …

• Sept. 9: The Swans-
boro Planning Board 
meets a week later than 
usual in special session 
at 6 p.m. to accom-
modate the Labor Day 
holiday.

• Sept. 10: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session 
at 6 p.m. in the Swans-
boro Town Hall Commu-
nity Room.

• Sept. 17: The 
Swansboro Historic 
Preservation 
Commission meets in 
regular session at 6 p.m. 
in town hall.

• Sept. 18: Swansboro 
Parks and Recreation 
Board meets in regu-
lar session at 6 p.m. at 
Swansboro Recreation 
Center.

• Sept. 24: Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners 
meets in regular session 
at 6 p.m. in the Swans-
boro Town Hall Commu-
nity Room.

• The Swansboro 
Tourism Development 
Authority meets quar-
terly.

• The Swansboro 
Board of Adjustment 
meets as needed.

Other Onslow County 
meetings of interest in-
clude …

• The Onslow County 
Board of Commission-
ers will meet in regular 
sessions this month on 
Wednesday, Sept. 4, and 
Monday, Sept. 16. The 
meetings begin at 6 p.m. 
and take place at the 
Onslow County Govern-
ment Center, 234 North-
west Corridor Blvd. in 
Jacksonville.

• The Onslow County 
Board of Education 
meets on Tuesday, Sept. 
3, at Blue Creek Elemen-
tary School in Jackson-
ville. The meeting begins 
at 6:30 p.m.
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Weekend 

Weather
The weekend 

weather forecast is 
nice on Saturday but 
rainy on Sunday with 
highs in the mid-80s 
and lows in the mid-
70s.

This week’s weath-
er picture is drawn 
by Kyler Borden, 
who was a student 
in Sharon Russell’s 
first grade class 
at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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Employee

exit story 

needs fuller 

explanation

Walmart entry 

plan in works
By Jimmy Williams

A plan to improve traffic flow 
– touted more than three years ago – at 
the Swansboro Walmart may be in the 
works.

Although Walmart officials have 
declined to speak to the Tideland News, 
others involved in the project say the 
traffic pattern at the big box store is 
about to change for the better.

Officials with the N.C. Department 
of Transportation and the town of 
Swansboro, along with an adjacent 
property owner, say plans are to extend 
Norris Road across N.C. 24 as a drive-
way that will serve as an entrance/exit 
for the 158,583-square-foot Walmart and 
the commercial property to the west.

The project will include the addition 
of turning lanes as well as traffic lights.

Lauren Haviland, communications 
officer for DOT’s Divisions 2 and 3, said 
the project would be funded privately.

“We don’t know who the contrac-
tor will be,” she said in an email. “We 
believe build out will be by 2021. A traf-
fic impact analysis has been performed 
by a private engineering firm, reviewed 
and approved by NCDOT. The improve-
ments being implemented (signal, turn 
lanes) will meet the NCDOT standard 
designs.”

The plan has also been submitted 
for Swansboro’s review, according to 

Andrea Correll, town planner.
“It’s been under review by our traffic 

engineer and the state for six months,” 
she said.

With the addition of the new drive-
way – essentially an extension of Norris 
Road – the western-most driveway into 
the Walmart parking lot will be aban-
doned.

“When the construction project is fin-
ished, that road will be closed,” Correll 
said.

The eastern Walmart driveway, clos-
est to the Hammocks Beach Road inter-
section, which offers right in only and 
right out only, will remain open.

“It will be an access road to the gas 
station,” Correll said.

Once the work is complete, Correll 
said Walmart would move the store’s 
sign west to the new entrance.

The property in the area of the 
abandoned main entrance will be recon-
figured into a commercial building lot, 
according to the current drawings.

Information from Onslow County’s 
GIS lists the owners of the properties 
that will be served by the new drive-
way as Benchmark Developers and 
Keystone Contractors, which have the 
same Jacksonville mailing address, 
and Walmart Real Estate, which has a 
Bentonville, Ark., address.

By Roy Herrick

In an article concerning 
Andrea Correll’s resigna-
tion in your Aug. 21, 2019, 
paper omissions of key 
information were made in 
several areas. We feel that 
a fuller explanation will 
allow a better understand-
ing of current happenings 
by the town’s citizens.

First, we want to 
state that everyone on 
the Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners has the 
utmost respect for Andrea 
and we deeply regret her 
leaving. She has been an 
excellent planning director 
and we wish her continued 
success in her career.

Second, the board 
believes that the ultimate 
and highest responsibility 
we have is to the citizens of 
the town. We are entrusted 

with their monies and need 
to carefully expend them 
and effectively steer the 
town staff in the direction 
most needed by the town. 
Our goal is to have the 
town run effectively with-
out needing tax increases.

No one on the board has 
ever stated or implied that 
there are too many town 
employees or that they are 
paid too much. In fact, we 
have applied for a state 
grant to assist in adding 
three new firefighters to our 
department. All the services 
provided are necessary in 
our unanimous opinion. 
We have the utmost respect 
for the employees of our 
town and thank them for 
their services whenever the 
opportunity presents itself.

Over the last five years, 
(See DETAILS, page �)

Area students went back to 
school on Monday, Aug. 26, and 
for the third year in a row Swans-
boro Police Department provided 
them supplies with its annual Back 
To School Supply Drive. More 
than $7,000 in school supplies 
was collected this year. Organized 
by Sherrie Hancock, administra-
tive assistant, supplies have been 
distributed at Swansboro area 
schools. Much of the funding for 
this year’s collection – thanks to a 
$10,000 grant – came through All-

state Insurance, according to Tam-
my Fry, Swansboro Allstate agent. 
Fry said the Allstate agents of 
Eastern North Carolina combined 
to support the effort. The grant will 
also be used to fund future police 
department projects, according 
to Fry. In photo above, Allstate 
agents helping Hancock, center, 
pack school supplies, from left, are 
Deborah Cook, Carrie Pollock, Fry 
and Harlie Bailey. In lower photo, 
Lt. Dwayne Taylor is with boxes of 
supplies. (Williams photos)

Swansboro Police Department, Allstate supply pupils

By Jimmy Williams

Citizens wishing to file for 
Swansboro’s special board of com-
missioners’ election have until 
Friday, Aug. 30, at 5 p.m. to do 
so. Up for election is a seat on 
the board that will run through 
December 2021.

Filing for the seat, currently 
held by Phil Keagy, who was 
appointed in August 2018 to 
replace Angela Clinton, opened on 

Monday, Aug. 26. As of Tuesday, 
Aug. 27, only one person has filed, 
Dusty Rhodes. 

At its meeting on Aug. 20, 
Onslow County Board of Elections 
set the filing period, according to 
Jason Dedmond, Onslow County’s 
elections director,

The vote to set the filing period 
was unanimous, according to 
Dedmond.

“The ballots are due to be 
ordered shortly after this and this is 

why the date had to be so soon,” he 
said in an email.

The special election will coin-
cide with the regular municipal 
election on Nov. 5.

The regular municipal ballot 
will include the names of six can-
didates, vying for three seats on the 
board. Neither the candidates nor 
any of the town’s elected officials 
are happy with the special filing 
period or the circumstances around 
it.

Chief among the complaints is 
the fact that none of the six men 
who filed can re-file for the special 
election.

“Nobody who has filed for 
the three open seats can file,” 
Dedmond said.

Cliff Parson, town attorney, 
confirmed that. “They can’t run. 
You have no choice in this.”

Under normal circumstances, 

Filing period closes Friday
Election to choose Clinton/Keagy replacement

(See INTERSECTION, page �)

(See FILING, page �)


