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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

Football is finally back!
CARTERET COUNTY

Ü 10A

Wednesday 
Feb. 24

Thursday 
Feb. 25

Friday 
Feb. 26

Saturday 
Feb. 27

Sunday 
Feb. 28

Low 11:49 a.m. 12:29 a.m. 12:18 a.m. 1:05 a.m. 1:53 a.m.
11:29 p.m. -------- 1:09 p.m. 1:48 p.m. 2:27 p.m.

High 5:17 a.m 6:02 a.m. 6:46 a.m. 7:29 a.m 8:11 a.m

5:32 p.m 6:18 p.m. 7:02 p.m. 7:47 p.m 8:32 p.m.

POLL
QUESTION

What are your  thoughts on 
Big Tech censorship? 

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?
BEAUFORT

CARTERET COUNTY

Two accidents in rainy weather 
Friday morning sent two people to 
the hospital with minor injuries.

The fi rst collision, which oc-
curred around 8:30 a.m., was a 
three-vehicle wreck on Highway 
24 near its intersection with B.J. 
Taylor Road. One person was 
transported to Carteret Health 
Care in Morehead City.

The service call went out at 
8:38 a.m. for the wreck near 
Carolina Home and Garden, 
and the state Highway Patrol and 
Western Carteret Fire and EMS 
Department responded. The latter 
took the injured individual to the 
hospital. Traffi c was snarled on 
the busy highway until the scene 
was cleared at about 9:10 a.m.

WCFD and EMS Chief Kevin 
Hunter said he didn’t know the na-
ture of the injury to the person trans-
ported but said it was not serious.

In a separate accident, Newport 
police briefl y blocked traffi c in the 
area of Chatham Street and Mann 
Street while town emergency medi-
cal personnel responded to a two-
vehicle collision. The wreck occurred 
around 10:45 a.m., and one patient 
was transported to CHC.

Newport Fire Department Deputy 
Chief James Ainsworth said the 
wreck was not as bad as it origi-
nally appeared. It involved a Ford 
Explorer and a sedan, he said.

Wrecks send 2 people 
to hospital Friday 

BEAUFORT

April Marsh, Swansboro
Richard Scroggs, Swansboro
Joan Stanley, Morehead City
Linda Smith, Pine Knoll Shores
Vickie Chisenhall, Angier
Edith Gartner, Morehead City
Joe Simcox, Havelock
Chrisoula Karides, Newport
Margaret Mewborn, Newport

Emma Lewis, Straits
Ellen Melton, Morehead City
Sue Lewis, Morehead City
Elesha Moseley, Morehead City
James Kelly, Newport
George Babich Jr., Cape Carteret
Joyce Simpson, Newport
Robert Smith Jr., Havelock
Bobby Guthrie Sr., Harkers Island

See WATER Page 2A

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

Carteret County commis-
sioners agreed to a $7 mil-
lion offer from Aqua North 
Carolina to purchase the 
county-owned and main-
tained water system serving 
around 1,200 customers. 

The Carteret County 
Board of Commissioners 
met Feb. 15 to consider 
offers from two privately-
owned water companies to 
purchase the system. Aqua 
N.C. was the high bidder 
over Carolina Water Sys-
tem’s offer of $4.9 million. 
Since the board accepted 
an offer, the county will 
proceed with an upset bid 
process, giving other com-
panies a 10-day window to 
submit competing offers. 

“I want to point out 
this is not a quick process 
if y’all decide to move 
forward with it, we un-
derstand it would be nine 
to 12 months,” Assistant 
County Manager Gene 
Foxworth told commission-
ers Monday. “There’s a lot 
of approval from the (N.C.) 
Utilities Commission and 
other due diligence that has 
to take place in this process. 

“We’ll also need, if you 
decide to move forward, the 
authorization of the com-
missioners to go out and get 

an additional appraisal on 
the system,” he continued.

According to county 
maps, the water system 
serves residents of High-
way 101 from near the 
Beaufort bypass to Har-
lowe, as well as North 
River. 

County offi cials did not 
response to questions this 
week regarding the upset 
bid process by presstime. 

In May 2020, the county 
board accepted the results 
of a grant-funded study 
looking into the feasibility 
of merging the county’s wa-
ter system with the town of 
Beaufort’s. The consultants 
on the study recommended 
Beaufort take ownership 
and operation of the county 
system in order to reduce 
costs to the county.

“This all started back in 
2019, (when) we received 
a grant from the state to 
study merging our water 
system with the town of 
Beaufort’s. There was a 
push for regionalization of 
these facilities for effi cien-
cy,” Mr. Foxworth stated. 
“...We met with the town 
of Beaufort and they were 
not interested in acquiring 
our system. Subsequently, 
two private water compa-
nies approached us about 
acquiring our system.”

CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

With Gov. Roy Cooper announcing 
Thursday he is likely to veto a bill that 
would allow all students to return to in-
person instruction fi ve days a week, one 
Carteret County parent and school offi cials 
are lobbying to have the governor sign Sen-
ate 37, which passed the House and Senate 
last week.

“Students’ grades are suffering and 
they need the socialization,” Croatan High 
School parent Christine Hanks of Bogue 
said Friday. “We need our kids back in 
school fi ve days a week. I am asking all 
parents to contact the governor’s offi ce and 
ask him to sign the bill now.”

County Board of Education Chairperson 
Clark Jenkins thanked Ms. Hanks and others 
pushing for the measure.

“Christine Hanks has been a huge help 
in this effort,” he said. “These kids are suf-
fering. We need to get these kids back in 
school and we thank all those supporting 
and helping us to make that happen.”

Superintendent Dr. Rob Jackson said, “I 
absolutely agree with the emerging research 
from highly respected universities and 
institutions that our children need to be in 
school. Our Board of Education has tire-

County agrees to sell water system to private company for $7M

Beaufort Town Manager 
John Day said the town 
turned down the offer for 
two main reasons. 

“One reason the town 
declined the offer was due 
to the proximity of many of 
the customers in relation to 
the town limits and the ar-
eas outside the town limits 

where the town has sewer 
customers – it’s a consider-
able distance,” he told the 
News-Times in an email. 
“Another was the numbers 
– we didn’t feel like they 
were strong enough. As I 
recall the only reason the 
system would break even 
was if two employees were 

laid off and the county con-
tinued to pay for the debt.”

According to the fea-
sibility study, which was 
conducted by Draper Aden 
Associates, the county’s 
water system is valued at 
around $12.3 million, and 
the county has outstanding 
water debt totaling more 

than $2 million. The study 
also found the system’s 
operating expenses have 
exceeded revenues in re-
cent years, with the defi cit 
being subsidized by income 
generated by a special 
water tax district. 

This map shows the boundaries of the Carteret County-owned water system, which serves approximately 1,200 customers. The County 
Board of Commissioners decided Feb. 15 to sell the system to Aqua North Carolina, a private-owned company. (Carteret County map) 

Carteretparent,schoolofficialslobbytoreturnstudentstoclassrooms

Parent Christine Hanks of Bogue assists her son, Luke, a freshman at Croatan High School, with his 
remote learning school assignments Friday. Ms. Hanks is lobbying to have Gov. Roy Cooper sign Sen-
ate Bill 37, which passed the House and Senate last week and would allow all students to return to 
classrooms full time. (Cheryl Burke photo)

WHAT’S THE PLAN?

The current legislation would also prevent state and local offi  cials from returning to remote 
instruction in the case of an emergency, which Gov. Cooper did not endorse.

lessly advocated with the Governor’s offi ce, 
NCDHHS (N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services) and our state legislators 
to be allowed to return our middle and high 

school students to school under Plan A. I 
am proud that our school system has been 
among the earliest to take advantage of every 
opportunity to return students to face-to-face 

instruction while continuing to ensure that 
parents have the option for their students to 
attend school 100 percent remotely.”

He further said, “I believe that each local 
Board of Education should have the author-
ity to make these decisions based on the 
circumstances in their school district and I 
will continue to passionately advocate for 
that local control.”

BOE members and Dr. Jackson contacted 
state Rep. Pat McElraft, R-Carteret, for help 
in getting all students back in school full 
time. In response, Rep. McElraft on Feb. 16 
introduced House Bill 90, which requires 

in-person instruction in all grades in Carteret 
County. Several other counties have also 
signed onto the bill.

She said H.B. 90 will only be needed if 
Gov. Cooper vetoes S.B. 37 and the legisla-
ture can’t override his veto.

The House passed S.B. 37 with a 77-42 
vote Feb. 17, with the Senate approving the 
measure with a 31-16 vote Tuesday. The bill 
now sits on Gov. Cooper’s desk. It requires 
local school districts to reopen and allows 
secondary schools to start Plan A, which 
involves students returning to in-person 
learning fi ve days a week.

Though Gov. Cooper encourages school 
districts to return students to in-person class-
rooms, he said in a press briefi ng Thursday 
he does not support the legislation. He said 
it should follow NCDHHS guidance of 6-
foot social distancing in middle schools and 
high schools, whereas the bill would allow 
grades 6-12 to operate with minimal social 
distancing under Plan A.

The current legislation would also prevent 
state and local offi cials from returning to 
remote instruction in the case of an emer-
gency, which Gov. Cooper did not endorse.

See SCHOOLS Page 2A

u To see Christine 
Hanks’ Viewpoints 
interview on WTKF, go 
carolinacoastonline.com
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