
Carteret County

NEWS-TIMES
carolinacoastonline.comPublished Wednesday and Sunday

Vol. 109 - No. 57 Wednesday, July 15, 2020 75¢

Obituaries on Page 3A

Editorials .................. 7A
Sports ...................... 6A
Coastal Living ........... 8-9A
Puzzles .................... 10A
Public Notices ........... 11A
Classifi ed Ads .......... 12A
Church Page ............ 5A

INSIDE TIDES DEATHS

EMERALD ISLE

CARTERET COUNTY

‘This is 
our home’

BEAUFORT

Ü 8A

POLL
QUESTION

Do you believe schools 
will open on August 17 as 

originally scheduled?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?

Jane Walter, Atlantic Beach
Glenwood Montgomery, Beaufort
Sharon Sanden, Morehead City
Patricia Driver, Swansboro
Estelle Bane, Newport
Joyce Connelly, Cove City
Michael Anderson, Newport
William Muller, Cape Carteret
Charles Cocnavitch, Havelock
Frances Deaver, Newport

Alice Cherry, Morehead City
Joseph Creech, Cape Carteret
Sandra Roberts, Harkers Island
Paul Norman Jr., Newport
Roger Dean, Cape Carteret
Helen Holbrook, Havelock
Betty Willis, Edna, Texas
Jean Zappia, Morehead City
Noah Rowe, Sea Gate

STAFF REPORT
Despite efforts by surfers 

and emergency medical service 
personnel, two men drowned 
Sunday afternoon in the ocean 
off Coast Guard Road.

In a press release, Town Man-
ager Matt Zapp said the victims 
were James Howard Burton, 
72, of Cornelius, and John C. 
Emerline, 73, of Raleigh.

Mr. Zapp said reports indicate 

Mr. Burton was in the ocean and 
appeared to be in trouble. Mr. 
Emerline entered the water and 
attempted to save him. The men 
were related by marriage.

The manager said a call came 
in to 911 at approximately 4:17 
p.m. that two swimmers were 
in distress in the area of 9901 
Coast Guard Road near Ship 
Wreck Lane. 

“Four surfers and a town of 

Emerald Isle lifeguard entered 
the water, attempting to rescue 
two men,” Mr. Zapp wrote in 
the release. “Once on shore, 
lifesaving efforts were initiated 
by the surfers and lifeguard until 
emergency medical services 
arrived. 

“Despite the efforts of the 
volunteers and fi rst responders, 
both men succumbed to their 
injuries.” 

“A loss of this magnitude 
is simply heartbreaking,” Mr. 
Zapp said. “Our thoughts and 
prayers are with the Burton and 
Emerline families during this 
tragic time.”

There was a moderate risk of 
rip currents in the ocean off Em-
erald Isle at the time, according 
to the National Weather Service.

Two men drown in ocean off Emerald Isle 

BEAUFORT
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As Carteret County Schools 
prepare for the opening of the 
school year with uncertainties 
due to the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, many of the deci-
sions fall on the shoulders of 
new school system Superinten-
dent Dr. Rob Jackson.

The former superintendent 
of the Edenton-Chowan school 
system began his new position 
with the Carteret County public 
school system July 1.

A native of North Carolina, 
Dr. Jackson has been in public 
education more than 25 years in 
the state, including serving six 
years as a superintendent.

During an interview July 9, 
he admitted he had not planned 
on starting his new job in such 
a challenging time, but believed 
he, the administration and staff 
were up to the challenge.

“This is unlike anything 
educators, or anyone, has been 
through in our lifetime. I am so 
honored to work with such a 
dedicated group of teachers and 
principals,” he said. “Work-
ing with this staff has already 
been phenomenal as we work 
on plans for opening schools. 
The passion they have for the 
students and this community is 
wonderful.”

While school offi cials were 
waiting for an expected an-

Newsuperintendenttalkschallengingschoolopening

New Carteret County Schools Super-
intendent Dr. Rob Jackson is working 
with administrators and staff to pre-
pare for the opening of the 2020-21 
academic year. (Cheryl Burke photo)

Res-
taurants, 
hotels, 
medical 
practices, churches and many more 
were among the hundreds of Carteret Coun-
ty businesses that received funds through 
a federal novel coronavirus aid package 
designed to assist small businesses weather 
the pandemic. 

The Treasury Department last week re-
leased the names of more than 650,000 busi-
nesses that received between $150,000 to 
$10 million through the Paycheck Protection 
Program. Administered through the U.S. 
Small Business Administration, PPP made 
more than $650 billion available to small 
businesses for paying employees, rent/mort-
gage, utilities and other expenses.

The program especially incentivizes business-
es that retain existing employees and hire new 
ones. The SBA will forgive loans in full for busi-
nesses that use at least 60% of the funds toward 
payroll needs. Otherwise, the loans have a 1% 
interest rate and must be repaid in two years.

Locally, the businesses receiving PPP funds 
collectively employ thousands of county 
residents. They range in size from fewer than 
10 to nearly 200 employees across a range 
of industries, from hospitality and service, to 
manufacturing and trades. Religious organiza-
tions, schools and nonprofi ts were also among 
the loan recipients. The majority received 
loans in the $150,000-350,000 range, with sev-
en county businesses getting up to $2 million. 

The N.C. Coastal Federation received a 
loan in the $350,000 to $1 million range, ac-
cording to the Treasury Department’s 

HundredsofCarteretCounty
businessesreceivePPPloans
duringCOVID-19pandemic‘A LIFELINE’

ECHS
graduatesre-
ceivediplomas
duringsocially
distanced
ceremony

Wednesday 
July 15

Thursday  
July 16

Friday 
July 17

Saturday 
July 18

Sunday 
July 19

Low 9:55 a.m. 10:41 a.m. 12:01 a.m. 12:48 a.m. 1:33 a.m.
11:10 p.m. -------- 11:28 a.m. 12:15 p.m. 1:02 p.m.

High 3:48 a.m 4:41 a.m. 5:32 p.m. 6:22 a.m. 7:09 a.m.

4:40 p.m. 5:28 p.m. 6:13 p.m. 6:58 p.m. 7:42 p.m.

nouncement Tuesday afternoon 
from Gov. Roy Cooper regard-
ing how schools will open on 
Monday, Aug. 17, Dr. Jackson 
and his staff have already been 

working on three possible open-
ing scenarios.

Dr. Jackson also plans to meet 
with the County Board of Educa-
tion during a special meeting at 1 
p.m. Thursday to discuss reopen-
ing plans based on the governor’s 
announcement.

Dr. Jackson said he wants to 
make sure personnel can quickly 
spring into action, whichever 
plan is selected. Dr. Jackson 
wants to have the school system’s 
fi nal reopening plans ready by 
Thursday, July 30.

“I know teachers, parents and 
students want to be in school, 
and I want them there, too,” he 
said. “The relationships teachers 

See Jackson / Pg 2A

Loan 
size

Loan 
count

Net 
dollars

% of 
count

% of 
amount

Under $50K 3.2M $58.6B 66.8% 11.2%
$50-100K 673,563 $47.9B 13.8% 9.2%
$100-150K 291,019 $35.6B 6% 6.8%
$150-350K 376,113 $84.4B 7.7% 16.2%
$350K-$1M 199,456 $113.4B 4.1% 21.8%
$1M-$2M 53,030 $73.5B 1.1% 14.1%
$2M-$5M 24,838 $73.8B .5% 14.2%
Over $5M 4,840 $33.9B .1% 6.5%

Loan Size Distribution

Overall average loan size is around $107,000.
86.5% of all oaons were for less than $150,000.

records. Executive Director Todd 
Miller said the federation employs 30 staff 
who are supported through membership 
donations, charitable contributions, foun-
dation grants, paid in-person programming, 
fundraising events and grants and contracts 
for on-the-ground environmental restora-
tion projects. 

“Needless to say, the sharp economic 
downturn and the social distancing require-
ments depressed donations and charitable 
giving as well as restricted our ability to 
hold paid in-person programs and fundrais-
ing events,” Mr. Miller told the News-Times. 
“Our staff has largely been working from 
home since March, and we don’t anticipate 

being able to return to normal opera-
tions for many more months.”

Mr. Miller added the NCCF has seen a 
downturn in what it calls “reoccurring revenues” 
from donors and activities, and he anticipates the 
trend will continue well into next year or longer, 
depending on the state of the economy.

“The fi nancial impact of COVID is 
likely to remain with us, and we sought this 
fi nancial help as a way to keep our existing 
workforce and offer them some economic 
security during these very uncertain and 
unpredictable times,” he said. “This program 
has enabled us to compensate for reduced 
revenues and keep our staff working as we 
weather the consequences of this pandemic.”

Don Kirkman, director of the Carteret 
County Economic Development Department, 
said PPP was a “lifeline” to the county’s 
small businesses that otherwise would have 
had to close or fi le for bankruptcy as a result 
of the pandemic.

“Carteret County’s business community 
consists largely of small businesses, many of 
which had to close temporarily because of 
COVID-19.  Many that could remain open 
experienced signifi cant loss of revenue,” he 
said. “...Fortunately, most of the county’s small 
businesses have been able to avert permanent 
closures, and many are reporting that they are 
experiencing strong summer business.”

Mr. Kirkman said the EDD assisted nu-
merous businesses with fi nding information 
related to PPP. He acknowledged there were 
initially some issues with the program, and 
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Governor Cooper 
announces 
reopening plans 
for schools
STAFF AND WIRE REPORT

RALEIGH — Democratic 
Gov. Roy Cooper an-
nounced guidelines Tues-
day that will allow North 
Carolina K-12 schools to 
reopen at reduced in-class-
room capacity but give 
parents and school districts 
the choice to have classes 
entirely online.

The guidelines from 
Gov. Cooper and the N.C. 
Department of Health and 
Human Services allows 
in-person instruction if 
students and teachers wear 
face coverings and people 
remain 6 feet apart at 
school. The plan also gives 
families the choice to opt-in 
for remote learning.

Districts were previ-
ously directed to draft three 
plans. Plan A called for 
entirely in-person classes, 
Plan B included a hybrid of 
online and in-person learn-
ing and Plan C promotes 
fully remote instruction. 
Gov. Cooper decided to 
go with Plan B statewide, 
though districts could elect 
to implement Plan C. In 
many cases, students are 
expected to rotate between 
in-person and online in-
struction in a given week.

The Carteret County 
school system is already 
working on the three 
reopening options and 
Superintendent Dr. Rob 
Jackson will meet with the 
County Board of Education 
at 1 p.m. Thursday to up-
date the board on plans for 
reopening county schools.

Dr. Jackson could not 
be reached for comment 
regarding Gov. Cooper’s 
announcement by press-
time.

Gov. Cooper also an-
nounced Tuesday he’ll 
extend a current executive 
order to keep the state in 
phase two of its reopening 
for another three weeks.

Contact Cheryl 
Burke at 252-726-
7081, ext. 255; email 
Cheryl@thenewstimes.com; 
or follow on Twitter @cher-
ylccnt.
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