
75¢

The weekend weather 
will be sunny with highs 
in the low-70s and lows 
in the low-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by Noah 
Coulter, who is a stu-
dent in Debi Constable’s 
first grade class at 
Sand Ridge Elementary 
School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Emerald Isle to upgrade equipment

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Board of education makes some changes to school calendar, Page 3

Swansboro looks for short-term fix for operations center, Page 5

Swansboro Schools Century Club crowns tourney winners, Page 9

Downtown merchants turned Swansboro’s Front Street 
into a winter wonderland with a snow machine on Satur-
day. The businesses came together to promote Swansboro 

by Daylight – taking the place of Swansboro by Candlelight, 
canceled due to the coronavirus pandemic – as a way to kick 
off the holiday shopping season. (Samantha Palacio photo)

Snowing at Daylight

Commentary

Temporary 

wetlands 

protections 

are needed 
By Derb S. Carter Jr.

This week, the North 
Carolina Environmental 
Management Commission 
will consider approving 
a proposed “temporary” 
regulation to restore a per-
mitting system to authorize 
activities in wetlands that 
federal agencies determine 
are no longer protected 
under the federal Clean 
Water Act.

The Department of 
Environmental Quality has 
recommended the tempo-
rary regulation. State com-
missions and agencies are 
allowed to adopt temporary 
rules in limited circum-
stances, such as the need to 
respond to the recent enact-
ment of a law or federal 
regulation or a recent court 
order. Temporary regula-

tions go into effect immedi-
ately, followed by the per-
manent rulemaking process, 
which can take years.

So what has given rise 
to the need to adopt tem-
porary regulations to create 
a process for authorizing 
activities in wetlands, since 
the state has been requiring 
authorization of activities 
in wetlands for over two 
decades?

The short answer is 
North Carolina’s wet-
lands are protected by 
law as “waters of the 
State.” If the Department 
of Environmental Quality 
lacks a process to authorize 
activities that would impair 
or destroy wetlands, the 
wetlands are categorically 
protected and those activi-

Republicans 

sweep offices
By Zack Nally

The Onslow County Board of 
Elections gave final approval to the 2020 
general election results on Friday, Nov. 
13, after officials completed canvassing 
efforts.

Voters cast more than 117,000 bal-
lots, with turnout exceeding 61 percent. 
Straight-party ticket voting was the trend, 
per the county’s board of commissioner 
and school board races.

In the board of commissioner race 
Robin Knapp of Jacksonville, Walter J. 
Scott of Richlands, Jack Bright of Hubert, 
Paul Buchanan of Swansboro and Royce 
Bennett of Jacksonville were elected.

Knapp led the way with 43,308 
votes, or 16.2 percent of the total votes 
cast, while Scott garnered 41,405 (15.4 
percent) votes, Bright 40,687 (15.2 per-
cent), Buchanan 40,271 (15 percent) and 
Bennett 40,073 (14.9 percent).

All of the candidates elected were 
running as Republicans. Knapp, Bright, 
Buchanan and Bennett were all running 
as incumbents.

The other three candidates in the race 
were running as Democrats, with Aleccia 
Sutton getting 20,947 votes, Velvet 
Scoggin 20,751 and Patty Diaz 20,686.

In the School Board race, winners 
were Ken Reddic of Jacksonville, Melissa 
Oakley of Sneads Ferry, Joseph Speranza (See WETLANDS, page �)(See UNAFFILIATED, page �)

Holiday 

planning 

is ahead
Several town clos-

ings are planned in 
observance of the 
Thanksgiving holiday.

Swansboro Town 
Hall, the Visitor Center 
and the Recreation 
Center will close at 1 
p.m. on Wednesday, 
Nov. 25, and remain 
closed Nov. 26 and 27.

The Recreation 
Center will reopen 
Saturday, Nov. 28, at 8 
a.m. The Visitor Center 
will reopen Saturday, 
Nov. 28, at 10 a.m. Town 
hall will reopen Monday, 
Nov. 30, at 8 a.m.

The garbage and 
recycling (the north side 
of N.C. 24) collection 
in Swansboro will be on 
Friday, Nov. 27.

Common ground is elusive
Mayor-commissioners are at odds over COVID-19

By Jimmy Williams

Should the town of Swansboro 
be involved in crowd-gathering 
events?

It is a question over which the 
mayor and the board have dis-
agreed as the Christmas season 
approaches. And it came to a head 
when Mayor John Davis and Chris 
Seaberg, town manager, scheduled 
a limited-entry Christmas tree-
lighting ceremony.

The plans, posted Nov. 5 on the 
town’s Facebook page, called for 
the ceremony to light the tree at 

Olde Towne Square to be Saturday, 
Nov. 14. Families were asked to 
register if they wished to attend.

But the town canceled the cere-
mony following discussion – forced 
by Commissioner Frank Tursi – at 
the Swansboro commissioners 
meeting on Nov. 9.

The decision followed by one 
week similar action by commis-
sioners concerning a request to 
close Front Street to vehicular 
access in order to allow two 
Saturday shopping events, on Nov. 
14 and 28.

Fallout from the actions – or 

inactions – by the town has resulted 
in competing narratives as the 
town struggles with the global 
pandemic and COVID-19. On one 
side is Davis, who wants the town 
to enjoy a sense of “normalcy.” 
On the other is the majority of the 
town commissioners, who are con-
cerned by the town’s involvement 
in activities that would put people 
at risk of spreading and contracting 
COVID-19. (See related Facebook 
posts.)

When Davis opened the com-
missioners meeting on Nov. 9, 
Tursi asked that the tree-lighting 

ceremony be placed on the agenda. 
All agreed.

“The first I saw it, it was on our 
Facebook page,” Tursi said when 
the matter came up for board dis-
cussion.

Tursi reminded the board that 
the ceremony, which normally 
takes place on the second Saturday 
in November during what has tradi-
tionally been a downtown shopping 
event, Swansboro by Candlelight, 
had been canceled – along with 
all of the town-sponsored events 

of Jacksonville and Eric Whitfield of 
Hubert, all Republicans. Reddic was run-
ning as an incumbent but the other three 
are all newcomers.

The unelected candidate with the most 
votes was Democrat Takenya Kaprice 

School board newcomer Eric 
Whitfield was elected in the gen-
eral election despite some contro-
versy.  (Photo contributed)

‘The first I saw it, it was on our Facebook page.’
Frank Tursi

(See COMMISSION, page �)

World Heritage 
International Student 
Exchange Program is seek-
ing host families for high 
school students from more 
than 30 countries.

Couples and families, 
with and without children 
in the home, are encouraged 
to host.

Students are fully 
insured, have their own 
money and will share in 
household activities and 
responsibilities.

Call (800) 888-9040 for 
information.

Program 

recruits 

families


