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Nicole’s 
Bluegrass, 
Bikes & BBQ

Nicole McGuiness, 
a brain cancer 
survivor, is holding an 
event to raise money 
for the “Angels Among 
Us” fundraiser.
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Daylight Saving Time at Beaufort Bar

Sammie Fenderson Jr., Morehead City
Roger Davis, Beaufort
Donald Henry, Beaufort

Ursula Long, Morehead City
Lois Ramsey, East Greenbush, N.Y.

(Obituaries on Page 3A)
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A new scene
LaNell Davis applies fragments of mirror Wednesday to a mural on the west side of the former Willis 

Brothers Seafood Co. building, a Down East landmark, on Jarrett Bay in Williston. (Dylan Ray photo) 

International chefs inspire 
college’s next generation

Town shifts
money over
for Pettiford
Creek access

BY BRAD RICH
NEWS-TIMES

CAPE CARTERET — Town com-
missioners voted 4-1 Monday night to 
approve a budget amendment to fully fund 
the purchase of about 1.5 acres of land 
along Pettiford Creek, off Highway 58, 
for a new kayak, paddleboard and canoe 
launching facility.

The vote came during the panel’s 
monthly meeting in town hall off Dolphin 
Street.

Most of the money for the $124,000 
purchase is coming from a $105,400 
grant from the state Division of Coastal 
Management. But in order to complete the 
purchase before the Sunday, June 30 end 
of the fiscal year, the town needed to come 
up with $9,000, in addition to the local 
match of $18,600, to get the grant.

To do that, Town Manager Zach Steffey 
proposed using $9,000 already in the 
2018-19 budget for park improvements, 
namely construction of a kayak ramp at 
the end of Bahia Street.

 Mr. Steffey said the town plans to close 
on the Pettiford Creek property by Friday, 
May 31 and has to pay the full $124,000 
up front. The state should provide the 
grant money within about six weeks, he 
added.

Commissioner Charlie Evans voted 
against the budget amendment.

“I’ve been against this (project) and 
I’m still against it,” he said. “We’re tak-
ing money from the reserve and from the 
Bahia Street ramp to do it.

“I wonder how many (commissioners) 
would have joined me (before) if we’d 
been told” this is how it would be paid 
for until the state grant money arrives, he 
said.

Commissioner Minnie Truax, a strong 
supporter of the project since Mr. Steffey 
submitted the application for the state 
grant, disagreed.

“I think this is going to be an asset for 
the town,” she said.

Commissioner Mike King concurred.
“I was initially against this,” he said, 

“but I changed my mind.”
The town, he said, is getting land along 

From left, Carteret Community College culinary and baking 
and pastry students Jon McGregor of Beaufort and Jameson 
Ford of Morehead City assist French Escoffier Chef Pascal 
Coulon with preparing pastry in the baking and pastry kitchen 
at CCC Wednesday. (Cheryl Burke photo)

BY CHERYL BURKE
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY — Two 
French chefs are cooking up 
excitement this week at Carteret 
Community College as they share 
their skills with culinary and bak-
ing and pastry students.

Chef Pascal Coulon, owner 
of La Grignotiere, and Chef Lise 
Vermeersch, owner of Le Sot 
L’y Laisse, both award-winning 
restaurants in northern France, 

arrived Monday and will be in 
the county until Friday, April 19.

Their visit is part of an 
exchange program between the 
CCC culinary and hospitality arts 
program and French Escoffier 
chefs, who are top chefs in 
France. The program involves 
four CCC culinary arts or baking 
and pastry students spending five 
weeks in France each year work-
ing with various Escoffier chefs. 

Periodically, some of the chefs 

visit the college. This is the third 
consecutive year Chef Coulon 
and his wife Delphine have vis-
ited. The couple brought their 
two children, Gabrielle, 5, and 
Camille, 16 months old.

This is the first visit to America 
for Chef Vermeersch, who, with 
the help of an interpreter, said 
Wednesday she heard about the 
exchange program from Chef 
Coulon and other Escoffier chefs 
and wanted to come.

“This is an opportunity to visit 
a country I’ve never been to and 
try the local foods and learn the 
ways they do things differently,” 

See Chefs / Page 5A

See Money / Page 4A

Testimony winds down in Godwin trial

GODWIN

BY ELISE CLOUSER
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — The defense 
wrapped up its case Thursday in 
the trial of David Isaiah Godwin, 
charged with first degree murder in 
the 2016 killing of a Morehead City 
woman.

Mr. Godwin, 28, of Newport, is 
accused of killing Wendy Tamagne, 
38, the early morning of July 4, 
2016, in her home at Country Club 
Apartments. The state, led by assis-

tant district attorneys David Spence 
and Ashley Eatmon, laid out its case 
against the defendant last week, and 
both sides will present their closing 
arguments Friday.

The jury, which is down one mem-
ber after its foreperson was found 
in contempt of court Wednesday, 
is expected to begin deliberating 
Friday.

After the defense finished its 
case Thursday, Mr. Godwin’s attor-
neys Ernest Conner Jr. and Phillip 

Clarke III requested, for a second 
time, Judge Joshua Willey dismiss 
the charges of first degree murder, 
claiming the prosecution has not 
proven his guilt beyond reasonable 
doubt. Judge Willey again denied 
the request.

Mr. Godwin’s attorneys argue 
their defendant’s actions at the time 
of the killing do not fit the defini-
tion of first degree murder, which 
requires, in part, the “specific intent 
to kill.” They have crafted a dimin-

ished capacity defense based on 
Mr. Godwin’s history of mental ill-
ness and the negative side effects of 
his medication in combination with 
alcohol and sleeplessness.  

Multiple witnesses, including Mr. 
Godwin’s mother and his former 
psychologists, testified the defen-
dant has a history of mental illness, 
as well as early childhood abuse 
and trauma. He has been diagnosed 
with bipolar disorder, depression, 
Asperger’s syndrome and opposi-

tional defiance disorder, according 
to witnesses, attempted suicide sev-
eral times during his youth and was 
off and on medication throughout 
his life. 

Earlier this week, neuropharma-
cologist Dr. Wilkie Wilson testified 
the antidepressant drug Effexor, 
which Mr. Godwin was prescribed 
and allegedly taking at the time of the 
killing in 2016, is not recommended 

See Trial / Page 4A

Early voting
takes off
across 3rd
District

BY JACKIE STARKEY
NEWS-TIMES

BEAUFORT — A small stream of county 
voters made their way to polls this week as 
one-stop early voting in the special election 
primary began.   

Voting kicked off bright and early 
Wednesday morning at two sites in Carteret 
County and 23 total sites across the 3rd 
Congressional District, where voters are in 
the midst of finding a new U.S. House rep-
resentative.

“It has not been as hectic as I thought 
it would be,” Interim County Board of 
Election Director Margot Burke said midday 
Wednesday. 

After a technical glitch at one site as the 
polls opened, the one-stop locations were up 
and running promptly, she said.

For the primary contests, the County 
Board of Elections opened two early voting 
sites, down from the normal three, amid con-
cerns from the County Parks and Recreation 
Department about commandeering multiple 
locations last minute for the special race.  

Gov. Roy Cooper called the special elec-
tion in late February, following the Feb. 10 
death of U.S. Rep. Walter Jones Jr., who died 
on his 76th birthday after a period of illness.

Despite a crunched election timeframe, 
a slew of candidates filed, prompting large 
primaries, particularly for Republicans, who 
have their choice of 17 candidates. 

In addition, six Democrats are vying for 
the nod to run in the General Election, along 
with two Libertarians. 

One Constitutional Party candidate also 
filed. 

Voters registered in Carteret County can 
visit the BOE’s offices at 1702 Live Oak St. 
in Beaufort or the Western Park Community 
Center at 275 Old Highway 58 in Cedar Point 
to vote. 

The one-stop sites are open weekdays from 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. through Friday, April 26. 

For the primary contests, there will be one 
Saturday early voting session, April 27 from 

See Voting / Page 5A
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