
The weekend weather 
will be mostly sunny with 
highs in the upper-60s 
and lows in the upper-
40s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Audrey Auddino, who 
is a student in Lori 
Smith’s first grade 
class at Queens Creek 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Commissioner seeks Peletier LUP

• Classifieds, editorials, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

SPD officers take students shopping, Page 2

SAC featured artist one wth nature, Page 5

SHS boys keep streaking in basketball, Page 7

This great blue heron has become a frequent visitor to 
Swansboro’s Ward Shore Park. He can often be seen around 

dusk, wading along the rock sill just offshore. (Sharpe Wil-
liams photo)

Finding a rocky roost

Commentary

Riverwatch 

reaching out 

to protect 

water quality
By Lisa Rider

Coastal Carolina 
Riverwatch officials met 
recently with leaders from 
the N.C. Department of 
Environmental Quality to 
discuss our collaborative 
work with the Division of 
Marine Fisheries and part-
ners.

Secretary Elizabeth 
Biser, Chief Deputy 
Secretary John Nicholson, 
Division of Marine 
Fisheries Director Kathy 
Rawls, DMF staff and fel-
low non-governmental 
organizations joined togeth-
er at the roundtable event.

The purpose of the 
meeting was “to introduce 
Secretary Biser to the key 
leaders of organizations 
that represent the varied 
and diverse stakeholders 
of the Division of Marine 
Fisheries.”

Coastal Carolina 
Riverwatch joined a small 
group of other non-gov-
ernmental organizations to 
review primary goals, speak 

about how they interact 
with DMF, and share focus 
areas for the upcoming 
year.

Like the Division of 
Marine Fisheries, we are 
concerned about the grow-
ing number of water quality 
issues.

We work to protect 
and enhance the quality of 
water, thus protecting the 
marine fisheries and fish-
eries economy of eastern 
North Carolina.

The primary goals 
of Coastal Carolina 
Riverwatch:

• Elevate the voices 
from the coastal fishing 
community about specific 
water quality concerns that 
impact fisheries.

• Increase coastal ecol-
ogy and water quality 
knowledge and educational 
opportunities for under-
served coastal communities.

• Advocate for sustain-
able farmers and fisheries 
that support water qual-

A New Year,

a new board

Laurent Meilleur, who chose to 
not seek reelection, accepts a gift 
from Paula Webb, town manager, 

right, at the Dec. 13 meeting of the 
board of commissioners. (Jimmy 
Williams photo)

By Jimmy Williams

All rose when Judge Jefferson 
Griffin walked to his seat at the Dec. 
13, Swansboro Board of Commissioners 
meeting. He was on hand to administer 
the oaths of office for town officials 
elected on Nov. 2.

Mayor John Davis was elected to a 
second four-year term. Jeff Conaway, 
Larry Philpott and Pat Turner were elect-
ed as commissioners.

Conaway will be serving a four-year 
term, his first. Philpott was re-elected to 

(See PLAN, page �)(See NEW, page �)

Officials 

suspend 

kayaker 

search
By Mike McHugh

The search for a 
kayaker reported miss-
ing New Year’s Eve was 
suspended the evening 
of Saturday, Jan. 1.

Rescue crews satu-
rated a search area in 
the waters around 
Hammocks Beach State 
Park – more than 260 
square miles in 24 hours 
– before the search was 
suspended.

Park officials said a 
Coast Guard helicopter 
searched Friday from 
9 p.m. until midnight 
for the missing kayaker 
identified as Swansboro 
resident Warren Liner, 
73. The search resumed 
on Saturday and 
involved several agen-
cies.

Liner went missing 
around 5 p.m. on Friday, 
Dec. 31. Campers on 
Bear Island found 
Liner’s teal-colored 
kayak on the beach on 
Friday.

According to authori-
ties involved in the 
investigation, the camp-
ers saw a cell phone in 
the holding area of the 
kayak and made contact 
with someone in the 
phone’s call log who 
happened to be a close 
relative of the missing 
man.

At that point a 
search began for Liner, 
described by officials as 
a frequent kayaker.

Mike McHugh writes 
for the Carteret County 
News-Times and is a 
radio host on WTKF.
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By Jimmy Williams

In a special meeting Dec. 8, 
Swansboro Historic Preservation 

Improvements suggested
Historic District

Commission voted unanimously 
to approve a motion urging town 
commissioners to fund an assistant 
to the planner.

Specifically, the historic pres-
ervation commission wants staff 
who can help Jennifer Ansell, town 

planner, in her role as code enforce-
ment officer in the Swansboro 
Historic District.

The action came out of a plan-
ning session to find ways to make 
the town’s historic preservation 
efforts more effective. The meeting 

took place in-person at Swansboro 
Town Hall. The regular meeting of 
Dec. 21 was canceled.

“This meeting today can be 
about problem-solving,” said 

(See COMMISSION, page �)
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