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• Commissioner seeks Peletier LUP
• Classifieds, editorials, letters,
obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

SPD officers take students shopping, Page 2
SAC featured artist one wth nature, Page 5
SHS boys keep streaking in basketball, Page 7
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Officials
suspend
kayaker
search

By Mike McHugh
The search for a
kayaker reported missing New Year’s Eve was
suspended the evening
of Saturday, Jan. 1.
Rescue crews saturated a search area in
the waters around
Hammocks Beach State
Park – more than 260
square miles in 24 hours
– before the search was
suspended.
Park officials said a
Coast Guard helicopter
searched Friday from
9 p.m. until midnight
for the missing kayaker
identified as Swansboro
resident Warren Liner,
73. The search resumed
on Saturday and
involved several agencies.
Liner went missing
around 5 p.m. on Friday,
Dec. 31. Campers on
Bear Island found
Liner’s teal-colored
kayak on the beach on
Friday.
According to authorities involved in the
investigation, the campers saw a cell phone in
the holding area of the
kayak and made contact
with someone in the
phone’s call log who
5IF/FXT5JNFTJTJOTJEF
happened to be a close
relative
of the missing
r-PPLJOTJEF
man.
r$MBTTJGJFET QPMJDFSFQPSUT 
At that point a
MFUUFST
searchPCJUVBSJFTBOE%S
began for Liner,
#PHVTBSFJOUIF/5
described
by officials as
a frequent kayaker.

Finding a rocky roost
This great blue heron has become a frequent visitor to
Swansboro’s Ward Shore Park. He can often be seen around

dusk, wading along the rock sill just offshore. (Sharpe Williams photo)

Improvements suggested
Historic District
By Jimmy Williams
In a special meeting Dec. 8,
Swansboro Historic Preservation

Commission voted unanimously
to approve a motion urging town
commissioners to fund an assistant
to the planner.
Specifically, the historic preservation commission wants staff
who can help Jennifer Ansell, town

planner, in her role as code enforcement officer in the Swansboro
Historic District.
The action came out of a planning session to find ways to make
the town’s historic preservation
efforts more effective. The meeting

took place in-person at Swansboro
Town Hall. The regular meeting of
Dec. 21 was canceled.
“This meeting today can be
about problem-solving,” said
(See COMMISSION, page )

Commentary
Riverwatch
reaching out
to protect
water quality

Mike McHugh writes
5IF/FXT5JNFTJTJOTJEF
for the Carteret County
r-PPLJOTJEF
News-Times
and is a
r$MBTTJGJFET
QPMJDFSFQPSUT

radio host on
WTKF.

MFUUFST PCJUVBSJFTBOE%S
#PHVTBSFJOUIF/5
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