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MOREHEAD CITY — 
The Fabulous Fishermen’s 
prize worth over half a mil-
lion dollars went unclaimed 
Monday despite four blue 
marlin coming to the down-
town weigh station.

The fi rst boat in the 62nd 
annual Big Rock Blue Mar-
lin Tournament to boat and 
weigh a fi sh weighing 500 
pounds or more will in-
stantly win $552,500. Four 
billfi sh came to the scales, 
but all four fell below the 
limit, two just under it. 

Predator out of Hat-
teras, captained by Chris 
Barnett, holds the top spot 
on the leaderboard with a 
494.2-pound marlin reeled 
in by angler Gene Olmo. 
The last fi sh of the day 
weighed, Olmo’s catch 
narrowly beat out a 448.1-
pounder from angler Jason 
Daniels and Capt. Chris 
Daniels off Hatter-Done 
from Garner. 

The tournament 
produced another re-
cord-breaking purse of 
$3,343,975, despite linger-
ing concerns over COVID-
19. A whopping 189 of the 
tournament’s 205 boats 
ventured offshore for day 
one, which is always a 
tense one as organizers 
wait for a big fi sh to reach 
the weigh station and set 
the tone for the rest of the 
week. 

It’s not clear if that tone 
was entirely set Monday. 

Two blue marlin were boat-
ed and weighed by 3:30 
p.m., but neither qualifi ed 
according to tournament 
standards of a minimum of 
400 pounds or 110 inches. 
The fi sh brought in by Reel 
Country of Morehead City 
missed the cutoff by less 
than a pound – 399.7. The 
blue marlin brought in by 
Tail Gunner of Manteo 
was so light, there was no 
mention of a weight by or-
ganizers or weighmasters. 

The tournament features 
a tougher minimum than 
the federal standard length, 
which is 99 inches. Marine 
Patrol offi cers from the 

N.C. Division of Marine 
Fisheries were on site to 
measure the fi sh, along 
with weighmaster Randy 
Gregory, the representative 
from the N.C. Governor’s 

Cup. Comments made 
during the measurement 
of Tail Gunner indicated 
the marlin narrowly met 
federal standards. Failure 
to meet those standards is 
grounds for a citation.

More importantly, both 
Tail Gunner and Reel 
Country will be penalized 
400 points for the rest of 
the week, meaning even if 
they catch a 1,000-pound-
er, it will only count for 
600 pounds. 

After two disappoint-
ing fi sh, the crowd at the 
weigh station was happy to 
receive Hatter-Done and 
Predator at the docks. The 

team aboard Predator was 
happy to be in fi rst place, 
but understandably disap-
pointed to narrowly miss 
out on the Fabulous Fish-
erman’s prize. 

“It’s very close,” Olmo 
said. “It’s a little disheart-
ening, but we’re still in 
fi rst place for now.”

Olmo and Barnett bat-
tled the fi sh for roughly 
fi ve hours before fi nally 
boating it and making their 
way back to port. That ex-
tra time of fi ghting and dif-
fi culty boating it likely hurt 
their chances of reaching 

BY ZACK NALLY
NEWS-TIMES

MOREHEAD CITY 
— Big Rock Blue Marlin 
Tournament Director Crys-
tal Hesmer was shocked 
when the fi nal boat count 
and purse was tallied over 
the weekend.

Rather than see a dra-
matic dropoff due to con-
cerns over COVID-19, the 
tournament saw a record 
purse of $3,343,975 and a 
robust fi eld of 205 boats, 
which is only the fourth 
time the count has exceed-
ed 200. 

“It’s unbelievable,” 
Hesmer said. “We had 
no earthly idea that this 
would happen. We knew 
some tournaments south 
of us had been canceled, 
so we anticipated that we 
might pick up a few boats 
from that. We were hoping 
for something around 130 
boats. So, to exceed what 
we had last year was unbe-
lievable.”

Sports across the coun-
try have been in stasis since 
the novel coronavirus pan-
demic began, but offshore 
fi shing is naturally socially 
distanced. 

“This is a safe activity, 
and I think people were 
looking for some good 
news out of COVID-19,” 
Hesmer said. 

The purse jumped a hefty 
480,000 from last year’s 
$2.86 million, which was 
a then tournament record. 

Big Rock 
director 
shocked at 
boat turnout, 
record purse

The Predator team poses with the leader at the 62nd annual Big Rock Blue Marlin Tournament. The 
494.2-pound marlin was brought in just before 8 p.m. Monday night. (J.J. Smith photo)

Just missing instant big bucks
Predator takes 
early lead but 
falls less than 
6 pounds shy 
of $552,500 
payout on spot

See Shocked / Page 4See Predator / Page 4

 We got the line hooked, 
we got in the chair and she 
kept taking line and taking 
line. It took forever. We lost 
probably 20 pounds of blood 
trying to get him into the 
boat. When the mate gaffed 
it, it was bleeding out pretty 
bad, so that’s why we stuffed 
tissue into there. We’re just 
happy we got him into the 
boat.’

— Gene Olmo
Predator angler
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• Certified Marine Grade Lumber & 
Plywood • Hardwood Lumber & Plywood 

• Sheet Veneer • Edgebanding 
• Tricel Honeycomb • Coosa

• System Three Epoxies and Coatings

Boat Manufacturing   /   Cabinets   /   Furniture   /   DIY   /   Hobby   /   Specialty Craft Use

Hand selected cherry lumber and veneer
52’ Shearline Boatworks Custom

Color and grain matched teak lumber
DuaneWillis.com

SUPPLIERS OF:

 Hand selected teak lumber and veneer
46’ Jarrett Bay Boatworks Custom
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Coosa composite construction
Carolina Yachts Skimmer

Hand selected walnut lumber and veneer
74’ Spencer Yachts Custom

Mahogany and juniper construction
16’ Custom Shearline Boatworks Skiff

All captioned items available for purchase at Atlantic Veneer Distribution

Atlantic Veneer
Distribution
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