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The weekend weather 
calls for a chance of rain 
Saturday and Sunday. 
Highs will be in the low-
70s and lows will be in 
the upper-50s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Maggie Mossman, 
a student in Ashley 
Gallagher’s first grade 
class at Swansboro 
Elementary School.
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The News-Times is inside!

• Surfers are angered by town’s ban

• Classifieds, police reports, letters, 

obituaries and Dr. Bogus are in the N-T

In today’s Tideland News ...

Look inside the Tideland for Tidings, the SACC monthly newsletter...

The coronavirus pandemic is testing our ‘boundary lines,’ Page 4

Students learn computer skills during ‘remote schooling,’ Page 8

Under Gov. Roy Cooper’s executive order to avoid crowds 
of 10 or more people, Easter Sunday in Swansboro was 
without the usual church service. Swansboro United Meth-
odist did, however, follow a longstanding tradition of hosting 

an Easter sunrise service at Swansboro Bicentennial Park, 
but without attendees. The service was broadcast live over 
the Internet, as the sun came up over the White Oak River. 
(Louisa Ringo photo)

Sunrise over the White Oak River

Commentary

Mayor urges 

cooperation 

of townsfolk

with measures
By John Davis

I hope this commentary 
finds you well, and that you 
are able to find a silver lin-
ing in this unprecedented 
slowdown of our country 
due to COVID-19. Who 
knew that social distancing 
would become a daily part 
of our vocabulary?

The town of Swansboro 
is working with the 
Governor and Onslow 
County officials to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19 to 
save lives. As of Monday 
morning we have one con-
firmed case of COVID-19 
in Swansboro. This person 
is recovering at home. 
We have 35 cases overall 
in Onslow County and 
one fatality attributed to 
COVID-19.

Although our overall 

numbers are low so far, an 
increase is expected in the 
coming weeks. These num-
bers will likely continue 
to increase if we do not 
practice social distancing, 
frequent hand-washing and 
sanitizing all surfaces we 
touch. Please stay home 
unless you have critical 
business or personal needs 
in the community. If you 
must go out, please go 
straight to your destination 
and then home. Please do 
not gather in groups. And 
when shopping, please 
respect other’s personal 
space inside the stores.

In this stressful and 
uncertain time, your mental 
health is just as important 
as your physical health. We 
are keeping our parks open 

Cooper issues 

new guidelines

Much of Swansboro Municipal 
Park has been closed in order to 

comply with the governor’s execu-
tive order. (Jimmy Williams photo)

Gov. Roy Cooper on Friday signed an 
executive order to tighten social distanc-
ing measures, strengthen long-term care 
rules and streamline the unemployment 
benefits process.

Cooper signed Executive Order 131 
to the address the spread of COVID-19, 

according to a press release from his 
office. Three key areas are addressed. 
The first requires retail stores that are still 
operating to implement new social dis-
tancing policies to make shopping safer 

(See PERSONAL, page �)
(See RESTRICTIONS, page �)

Advisory 

panel 

openings
Swansboro commis-

sioners have asked staff 
to issue a call for volun-
teers to fill out member-
ship on various town 
advisory boards.

The message came 
during the commission 
meeting of March 9 and 
followed two appoint-
ments.

Paula Webb, assis-
tant town manager and 
town clerk, said five of 
the town’s six advisory 
panels have one or more 
vacancies.

The TDA is operating 
with a full board.

Swansboro Planning 
Board has one opening 
and that is for a resident 
of the town’s extrater-
ritorial jurisdiction.

Swansboro 
Historic Preservation 
Commission has one 
vacancy, no residency 
requirement.

Swansboro Board of 
Adjustment has one ETJ 
vacancy.

Swansboro Parks 
and Recreation Advisory 
Board has two in-town 
vacancies.

The Flood 
Management Appeals 
Board has one vacancy. 
There are some require-
ments for membership of 
this board.

To accommodate the 
board request town staff 
has posted a link on the 
town website explaining 
the process for volun-
teering.

Tax rate maintained
Second draft takes virus into account

By Jimmy Williams

Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners began 
planning for the 2020-21 
town budget in earnest on 
Monday, April 13. Meeting 
in a virtual setting using the 
Zoom platform, the panel 
got its first look at the post-
COVID-19 financial pic-
ture. It wasn’t pretty.

Following a brief pre-
sentation by Chris Seaberg, 
town manager, board mem-
bers were given an opportu-
nity to ask questions.

“It is balanced,” Seaberg 
said of the $4,749,369 
budget proposal. And, he 

added, “We are keeping the 
35-cent tax rate as is.”

In the pre-coronavirus 
pandemic budget, Seaberg 
offered a budget based on a 
4-cent increase in the prop-
erty-tax rate. That budget 
proposed new staff posi-
tions, capital purchases and 
as much as 5 percent raises 
for staff.

Going into this meeting 

– in comments gathered 
by email – commissioners 
were generally opposed 
to the tax hike, from 35 
cents per $100 to 39 cents. 
They reasoned that many 
town taxpayers are taking a 
financial hit from the mid-
March pandemic shutdown.

Mayor John Davis 
asked Seaberg about the 
virus’s impact on the town’s 

various revenue sources. 
Seaberg said the town has 
been advised to expect a 
reduction in revenues.

“We received a very 
conservative estimate 
form the N.C. League of 
Municipalities,” Seaberg 
said, which advised local 
governments to plan on 
a 20-percent reduction in 
sales tax revenues this year 

compared to last year. “We 
might be a little more con-
servative.”

Occupancy tax rev-
enue will be down as well, 
according to Seaberg.

Commissioner Frank 
Tursi asked for details on 
when the funding stream 
would be interrupted, not-
ing that the shutdown is 
taking place in March and 
April of the 2019-20 budget 
year.

“Is that for the current 
fiscal year or is it next fis-
cal year?” he asked,

Seaberg explained that 

‘It is balanced. We are keeping the �5-cent tax 

rate as is.’
Chris Seaberg

(See REVENUES, page �)


