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David Lee, Jacksonville, Fla.

That Fateful Day
BEAUFORT

Ü 1B

POLL
QUESTION

Is debating your political 
opponents on social 
media a good thing?

To VOTE, go online to 
carolinacoastonline.com

To see more on this question, pick up 
Sunday’s edition of the 

Carteret County News-Times.

?
BEAUFORT

CARTERET COUNTY

BEAUFORT

STAFF REPORT
Narcotics detectives with the 

Carteret County Sheriff’s Offi ce and 
Morehead City Police Department 
arrested a Newport man Tuesday, 
ending an investigation of opiate 
traffi cking in Carteret County.   

According to a Thursday after-
noon release from the CCSO, Mi-
chael Lee Frazier, 57, of Nine Foot 
Road in Newport, faces several 
drug charges, including fi ve counts 
of traffi cking opiates and one 
count each of possessing cocaine 
with the intent to manufacture, 
sell and deliver and possessing a 
schedule II controlled substance 
with the intent to manufacture, sell 
and deliver.

Detectives targeted Mr. Frazier 
and conducted a controlled pur-
chase of prescription medication, 
the release states. Over the course 
of the investigation, detectives 
allegedly seized approximately 13 
grams of suspected crack cocaine 
that had been cut into 96 “crack 
rocks.” 

Joint investigation leads to 
drug arrest of Newport man

CAPE CARTERET

NEWS-TIMES
Emergency responders reported 

to the scene of a three-vehicle 
accident involving multiple inju-
ries around 5:45 p.m. Thursday 
at Highways 24 and 58 in Cape 
Carteret.

An East Care helicopter reported-
ly transported one person to Vidant 
Health in Greenville. At least one 
additional person was reportedly 
transported by ambulance to Naval 
Medical Center Camp Lejeune. 
Chief Kevin Hunter of the Western 
Carteret Fire and EMS Department 
described the injuries of the person 
airlifted to Vidant as serious.

The chief said two trucks and 
one car were involved in the ac-
cident, which appeared to be a 
head-on collision caused when 
one of the vehicles crossed the 
center lane.

Several agencies, including 
the N.C. State Highway Patrol, 
responded to the accident and 
helped block traffi c in the busy 
area during the incident, the chief 
said. 

Wreck results in 
multiple injuries 

See COURTS Page 10A

MIKE SHUTAK
NEWS-TIMES

Jury trials are back on the docket at the 
Carteret County Courthouse and in-person 
proceedings have begun again, thanks to 
an order from N.C. Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Paul Newby. 

Chief Justice Newby issued an order 
Jan. 14 allowing local courthouse offi cials 
to decide when they wish to reopen from 
coronavirus-related closures. The county 

courthouse had been conducting limited in-
person proceedings prior to Dec. 14, when 
then-Chief Justice Cheri Beasley ordered the 
courts closed due to rising COVID-19 cases. 

Carteret County Clerk of Court Ken 
Raper said in an interview Tuesday court 
offi cials have decided to resume operations 
under a plan Chief District Court Judge Wal-
ter Mills and Senior Resident Superior Court 
Judge Joshua Willey Jr. created, agreed upon 
by Mr. Raper and other offi cials.

“Judge Willey wrote up a nice plan, 
which was approved,” Mr. Raper said. “This 
morning we had probation court. We’re do-
ing fi ne; we haven’t had any issues. We’ve 
got some jurors we’ve sent summons for 
February (trials).” 

One jury trial has already commenced in 
Craven County, which is in the same judicial 
district as Carteret County, District 3B. Dis-
trict Attorney Scott Thomas said Jan. 18 in a 

Sunday 
Jan. 24

Monday
Jan. 25

Tuesday 
Jan. 26

Wednesday 
Jan. 27

Low 10:55 p.m. 11:41 a.m. 12:23 p.m. 1:03 a.m.
10:20 p.m. 11:08 p.m. 11:53 p.m. --------

High 4:18 a.m 5:05 a.m. 5:49 a.m. 6:31 a.m
4:29 p.m. 5:17 p.m. 6:02 p.m. 6:44 p.m.

ChiefJustice’sorderallowsCarteretCountycourtstoresume

BY CHERYL BURKE
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The N.C. Department of Health 
and Human Services launched a 
new online tool Monday to help 
North Carolinians know when 
they will be eligible to get their 
vaccine, according to a press 
release posted on the Carteret 
County Health Department’s 
Facebook page.

In the meantime, county health 
offi cials plan to hold a mass vac-
cination clinic Saturday for those 
who are prescheduled. There will 
be no walk-in appointments.

The state’s Find My Vaccine 
Group walks users through a 
series of questions to determine 
which vaccine group they are 
in. People can then sign up to 
be notifi ed when their group can 
get vaccinated, according to the 
NCDHHS press release.

Beginning Wednesday, North 
Carolina will have 120,000 doses 
to allocate across the entire state 
weekly, according to the NCD-
HHS. A portion of those doses are 
committed to large-scale events 
planned several weeks. As a 
result, many providers are getting 
small or no allocations for the 
coming week. 

“As long as we are getting 
such a small amount of vaccine 
as a state, there are going to be 

State launches new vaccine site as county plans for clinic 

The N.C. Department of Health and Human Services launched a new 
online site to fi nd vaccination information. (N.C. Department of Health and 
Human Services logo)

challenges and shortages as we 
try to ensure equitable access to 
vaccine, while getting shots into 
arms quickly. We understand 
this is hard for providers who 
are doing everything right,” 
NCDHHS Secretary Mandy 
Cohen said in the release.

County health offi cials 
reported in a press release 
Tuesday they had still planned a 
mass vaccination clinic Satur-
day, Jan. 30 and did not respond 
to questions from the News-
Times regarding if they expect a 
decrease in the amount of doses 
they will receive.

In the release, county offi cials 

said as of Jan. 23, the health 
department and Carteret Health 
Care have administered 5,723 
vaccinations to individuals in 
Group 1 and Group 2, which in-
clude health care workers, long-
term care staff and residents and 
people age 65 and older. 

The county and hospital an-
ticipate receiving an additional 
1,375 vaccines this week to use 
for fi rst dose vaccinations.

Requests to be placed on the 
waiting list can be made online 
at carteretcountync.gov/Vaccine 
or by phone 252-728-8550, op-
tion 2. Currently, there are over 
13,000 eligible residents on the 

waiting list.
“To ensure individuals receive 

an appointment, we advise those 
individuals on the waiting list to 
answer calls from unknown call-
ers as it may be staff calling to 
schedule a vaccination appoint-
ment,” the county release states. 

Appointment schedulers will 
ask for your full name, birth date 
and sometimes medical screening 
information, as well as provide 
individuals their fi rst appointment 
date. To avoid any scam calls, 
those schedulers will not request 
any other personal information, 
such as social security number, 
insurance and credit card infor-
mation.

As the state approves other 
groups to be vaccinated, the 
health department will post infor-
mation on the county website and 
Facebook pages. 

For more information on the 
North Carolina vaccine distri-
bution process, visit covid19.
ncdhhs.gov/vaccines.

Until the country begins to get 
ahead of the pandemic, the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention says everyone should 
keep wearing a mask, waiting 
at least 6 feet apart and washing 
hands often. For more informa-
tion and to fi nd a vaccine group, 
visit fi ndmygroup.nc.gov.
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