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T deland News

Swansboro Board of 
Commissioners will meet 
in a special session with the 
Swansboro Planning Board 
on Thursday, Jan. 17.

Two items will be dis-
cussed, rules for temporary 
signs and the planning board 
focus for the coming year.

According to the agenda, 
the temporary sign text 
amendments would revise the 
town rules to be compliant 
with the U.S. Supreme Court 
case on temporary signs 
known as Reed vs. Gilbert.

The proposed amendment 
would delete a section allow-
ing “business banners for 
45 days” and replace it with 
three sign choices with annu-
al permit. The signs include 
A-frame, banner on build-
ing and “traditional.” They 
would have conditions.

As for the focus, the plan-
ners will be tasked with help-
ing implement the CAMA 
Land Use Update. That will 
come with several points of 
interest.

–––

Then, on Tuesday, Jan. 
22, the town commissioners 
will present for public com-
ment the draft of the town’s 
Land Use Plan update.

A public hearing on the 
document is scheduled dur-
ing the board’s regualr meet-
ing on Tuesday.

Work on the plan, which 
is available for inspection at 
town hall, has been going on 
for the better part of the year.

Meetings 

of note

One Harbor Church members and other vol-
unteers worked on making repairs to damage 
caused by Hurricane Florence to the buildings 
on the Swansboro United Methodist Church 
campus at 665 W. Corbett Ave. in Swansboro 
last week.

In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane 
Florence, One Harbor Church’s location in 
Swansboro – Swansboro Town Hall – was tem-
porarily closed due to roof and water damage, 
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church support
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Weekend Weather
The weekend weather 

will be mixed. It will be 
sunny on Saturday and 
rainy on Sunday. Highs  
will be in the mid-60s and 
lows will be in the mid-
20s.

This week’s weather 
picture is drawn by 
Charlotte Montgomery, a 
student in Pamela Fish’s 
first grade at Swansboro 
Elementary School.

By Dave Kaplan

Scrambling to keep our 
investments healthy in markets 
that are exceedingly volatile 
takes continual effort. With 
the recent 500-, 600- and 
799-point swings in the DOW 
Jones Industrial Average, we 
are looking for the reasons for 
those swings. Some economic 
analysts say the continual trade 
dispute between China and the 
U.S. is causing such an effect. 
Not surprisingly, this “trade 
war” has heightened the nerves 
of investors, particularly those 
dealing with firms emphasizing 

exports and imports.
Adding to the tensions is 

the uncertainty surrounding the 
agreement worked out between 
China and the U.S. regarding 
tariffs, particularly auto tariffs, 
where there is uncertainty as to 
what was actually agreed on.

There is no evidence that 
both China and the U.S. are 
carefully thinking about how to 
pursue a new trade deal. Various 
observers, including National 
Economic Council Director, 
Laurence Kudlow, have warned 
President Trump that continuing 

In the Tideland ...
The Tidings, the SACC newsletter, is inside today’s paper

Swansboro police make two arrests in gambling probe, Page 5
See our real estate guide and weekly house plans, Page 7

Swansboro Town Hall 
and the Swansboro Parks and 
Recreation Department will 
be closed on Monday for the 
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday.

Onslow County offices 
will also be closed, as will 
area financial institutions, the 
Swansboro Branch Library and 
the Swansboro and Hubert post 
offices.

The Swansboro ABC Store 
will be open as usual.

Holiday closings

(See SKIRMISHING, page �)
(See CHURCH, page �)

By Jimmy Williams

In a special meeting Jan. 4, 
Swansboro Board of Commissioners 
settled on a list of goals for 2019. The 
process is important, Mayor John Davis 
said at the meeting, in order to ensure 

that Swansboro can find the right match 
when the town hires a new town man-
ager.

At the same special meeting, com-
missioners settlted on a plan to hire an 
interim manager, a task they accom-
plished on Jan. 8 with the hiring of Jon 

Barlow. (See related story.)
Scott Chase, who has resigned as 

manager, will work his final day on Jan. 
22. He will take on the assistant town 
manager post in Holly Springs.

When Davis opened the floor for 
comments on the 2019 goals on Jan. 4, 

Commissioner Pat Turner said she was 
concerned by the lack of progress on the 
2018 goals.

“We can’t keep making goals without 
completing some,” she said.

By Jimmy Williams

Discussion of a memorial 
for veterans and emergency 
services providers at the Jan. 
8 meeting of the Swansboro 
Board of Commissioners turned 
into a debate on where ideas 
for Swansboro project should 
originate.

Dave Brown, a retired 
Marine Corps officer and 
author, offered details on the 
progress he’s made on the 
memorial project during the 
meeting. He said Mayor John 
Davis asked him to come up 
with a plan.

“Mayor Davis asked me to 
take the lead for a veterans’ 
memorial project,” he said.

He did not want the memo-
rial to be limited to military vet-
erans though. So he suggested 
including firefighters and police 
officers as part of the project.

“I wanted to spread that 
wing out.” Brown said.

In his brief summary, he 
said Municipal Park was cho-
sen as the preferred site for the 
memorial due to the fact that 
there is ample parking.

Parking was important, 
according to Brown, because 
Davis told him there would be 

gatherings of veterans. “His 
idea was for a ceremony,” 
Brown said. The site should 
be a “place where veterans can 
gather.”

As for a centerpiece, he 
noted that the bronze monument 
at the Museum of the Marine 
in Jacksonville cost about 
$400,000. A bronze eagle by the 
same artist that would be appro-
priate for the Swansboro memo-
rial would cost about $28,000.

“I think it would be a suit-
able contribution to the town 
and the citizens,” Brown said, 
“I’m proud to be a part of it.”

In his summary, Brown 
listed several individuals and 
agencies with whom he’s been 
in touch and from whom he’s 
solicited advice. Swansboro 
Rotary Club, he said, expressed 
an interest in being an active 
participant in the project.

In a memo included with 
the Jan. 8 agenda information, 
Brown provided more details on 
the project and its process. 

In the memo, dated Dec. 
14, Brown said, “I have briefed 
each of you and many others on 
the Veterans Memorial Project 
that Mayor Davis asked me to 

Volunteers are pictured painting the 
Swansboro United Methodist Church 
Fellowship Hall. The work took place 

as a collaborative effort between 
SUMC and One Harbor Church. (Photo 
contributed)

Town sets goals, hires Barlow
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(See KEEPING, page �)

(See CITIZENS, page �)

Chilly play time
Four-year-old Addison Tindle of 

Swansboro had to bundle up against the 
cold playing at Swansboro’s Pirates Den 
Park on Saturday. (Rulon photo)


