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INSIDE TIDES DEATHS
Sunday 
May 30

Monday
May 31

Tuesday
April 1

Wednesday
April 2

Low 5:51 a.m. 6:48 a.m. 7:46 a.m. 8:42 a.m.
5:34 p.m. 6:37 p.m. 7:45 p.m. 8:55 p.m.

High 11:42 a.m 12:09 a.m. 1:07 a.m 2:07 a.m
-------- 12:45 p.m.  1:51 p.m. 2:56 p.m

Isham Bagley III, Garner
Sally Whitchurch, Newport
Orville Overton, Harkers Island
Raymond Hood, Cape Carteret
Charles Kellum, Durham
Chelsea Burke, Kansas City, Mo.

Gorden Harrell, Morehead City
Lynn Russell, Newport
Deborah Gillikin, Morehead City
Robert Stiehl Jr., Atlantic Beach
Ada Taylor, Sea Gate

BEAUFORT

See WATER Page 12A
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CHERYL BURKE
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NASA aerospace engineer David Way has 
helped land two rovers, Curiosity and Perse-
verance, on Mars and plans to participate in 
future missions, one possibly to Venus.

The Beaufort native has traveled an 
impressive road to put those feathers in his 
cap, but in a telephone interview Wednes-
day, the 51-year-old said his love for the 

solar system started in his hometown, thanks 
to another late resident who also had a fasci-
nation with space exploration.

“Without a doubt I was inspired by 
Michael Smith. I was a junior in high school 
when the Challenger accident happened, and 
at that time I was trying to fi gure out what I 
was going to do after high school. That so-
lidifi ed my decision to go to the U.S. Naval 
Academy,” Mr. Way said. “I had 

enters mars atmosphere parachute deployed

entry heating
heat shield separates

backshield separates
fly back

rover lowered to surface
powered descent

nasa’s perseverance landing on mars

BY ELISE CLOUSER
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The bidding period for purchase of 
Carteret County’s publically owned and 
maintained water system has ended, with a 
fi nal offer of $9.5 million submitted by Caro-
lina Water Systems earlier this month. 

Bidding ended May 12 when the 10-day 
upset bid window closed with no further 
offers from competing company Aqua North 
Carolina. Aqua and Carolina Water Systems 
have been engaged in a bidding war since 
Aqua submitted an initial bid of $7 million 
in mid-February for purchase of the system, 
which serves around 1,200 customers. 

Carteret County Board of Commissioners 
Chairperson Ed Wheatly announced the bid-
ding period was over during the board’s regu-
lar meeting May 17. He said commissioners 
will decide whether to approve the high bid, 
thus selling the water system, or to turn down 
all offers and keep control of the system dur-
ing the June meeting. 

“It was not on the agenda tonight, we had 
already set the agenda before the bid process 
had ended,” Mr. Wheatly said. “It will be on 
the next month’s regular meeting agenda, at 
that time we’ll have an agenda item and a full 
discussion and possibly a vote.”

That meeting is set for 6 p.m. Monday, 

June 21 in the commissioners’ boardroom of 
the administration complex in Beaufort. 

Organizers of the group Carteret County 
for Public Water, which opposes any sale of 
the water system, spoke briefl y during the 
public comment period of the May 17 meet-
ing to share they have been meeting with 
individual commissioners to discuss the sys-
tem and a possible way forward that doesn’t 
involve selling. The group presented at the 
April board of commissioners meeting to lay 
out its concerns about the potential sale, and 
County Manager Tommy Burns shared infor-
mation on fi nancing and operating the system 
from the county’s perspective. 

In other business at the commissioners’ 
May meeting, the board adopted the consent 
agenda, which included the following items:
 Minutes of the April 19 regular meeting.
 Tax releases, refunds and the tax 

collector’s monthly report.
 A Microsoft enterprise licensing agree-

ment renewal.
 An Environmental Systems Research 

Institute Inc. GIS enterprise licensing agree-
ment renewal.
 Purchase of equipment in support of 

Spectrum’s previous local Public, 

BEAUFORT

Bidding over Carteret County water system ends
Final$9.5MoffercomesfromCarolinaWaterSystems

 A road sign placed by grassroots group 
Carteret County for Public Water sits in front 
of a Carteret County water tower off Mill 
Creek Road this spring. The Carteret County 
Board of Commissioners will consider wheth-
er to accept a bid for purchase of the water 
system from Carolina Water Systems during 
its meeting in June. (Elise Clouser photo)

FormerBeaufortresidenthelps
land2NASAroversonMars

homegrown inspiration
NASA aerospace engineer and Beaufort native 
David Way, center, gives a high fi ve to a fellow 
engineer during the landing of the Perseverance 
rover on Mars Feb. 18, 2021. (NASA photo)

always been interested in space aeronau-
tics. I wanted to pick up the baton that he 
had left and carry it on in some respects.”

Capt. Smith, also a Beaufort native, was 
the pilot of the fated shuttle Challenger, 
which exploded 1 minute and 13 seconds 
into its launch over Cape Canaveral, Fla., 
Jan. 28, 1986.

Mr. Way added that he and his family 
remain good friends with the Smith fam-
ily, of which many still reside in Beaufort.

The NASA engineer shared some of his 
experiences on the Perseverance project 
with Carteret Community College students 
and others during a Zoom lecture Tuesday 
set up by the CCC Foundation.

Like the late Challenger pilot, Mr. Way 
learned to fl y at the Beaufort airport, now 
Michael J. Smith Field Airport. However, 
Mr. Way’s path took a different direction 
when he entered the U.S. Naval Academy 
after graduating from East Carteret High 
School in 1987.

“I learned to fl y at the airfi eld while I 
was in college, and I didn’t get the op-
portunity to be a pilot like Michael Smith 

See WAY Page 5A

 The News-Times offi ce will be 
closed May 31 for Memorial Day
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